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Hon. Sir LOUIS A. JETTE,

Lieutenant Govenor of the Province of Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit the report of the Minister of Agriculture

for the fiscal year ended on 30th. June, 1903, and beg to add the following ob-

servations on the different operations falling within the purview of the De-

partment.

DAIRY INDUSTRY

The dairy industry, which to-day constitutes the chief source of the pros-

perity of our farmers, maintains its onward march and is grow Jul; to he more

and more profitable.

In 1901, the census reports show that while Ontario had only increased

its output by 90 per cent during the previous decade, the Province of Ouebec

had augmented its production by 341 per cent during the same period, while

to-day the figure of its yield exceeds 400 per cent.

There are actually in the Province of Ouebec 2500 cheese and butter

factories which have, on the basis of the reports sent in to the Department,

must have turned out about 43.000,000 lbs. of butter and 107,000.000 lbs. of

cheese, which gives a total money value, putting the butter al 20 cts and the

cheese at 9 cts, of $13,000,000.

The policy inaugurated by the. present Governmenl relative to curing

rooms continues to meet with the most favorable welcome by the public and.

under this head, we have to date laid out over $15,000 in premiums.

By degrees, as required by the service, we have been obliged to increase

the number of our inspectors of cheese and butter factories, the number being

actually 1 against 2 in 1897, besides 50 syndicate inspectors.

The following figures unquestionably speak for themselves :

For the dairy industry, there was expended from Confederation to the

\ear [89 ' 93 $ 54,895.50

From 1892-9310 [896-97 (5 years) 128,286.50

From [897-98 to [902 (5 years) 1 5". 335.S3

VTear, [902-03 57,000.00
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Total since Confederation, $390, 518.00. During the twenty years of

the previous regimes, there was therefore laid out $183,182.00 and under the

present regime (6 years) $207,335.00 or a surplus of $24,183.00.

The inspection of cheese and butter factories, inaugurated in 1897, apart

from the inspection of the syndicates, has cost $29,513.16.

In regard to the rebuilding of the dairy school, as asked for by the Dairy

Association and the export trade, I may say that, after enquiry made by the

Government representatives, as well in Ontario as in the United States, the

plans have been definitely adopted and the work will begin in a few weeks,

everything indicating that we will have a perfect outfit, with all the modern

improvements in agricultural chemistry, bacteriology, analytical apparatus,

etc. This will place us in a position where we shall not only have nothing to

envy other countries, but which will enable us to supply our own wants with-

out going abroad for those scientific data which are called for by the progress

always realizable in the dairy industry.

AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTION

Nor has the progress of agricultural science been neglected by the De-

partment. In that direction, it has done its large share, following in that

respect the examples of the Governments of Ottawa and the United States.

This propaganda has been carried on by means of agricultural lectures

and the circulation of practical works on agriculture. The lecturer gives his

explanations, while the work lays down the principles and the general theories

that guide the working out of the science, the one thus complementing the

other.

In this way, wc have endeavored to meet a want by multiplying not only

tlu- number of lectures, hut by making a free distribution to the farmers ap-

plying therefor "f a number of special works which will form, when the col-

lection is complete, that is, shortly, a valuable library for the benefit of the

farming class.

li is only right t<i acknowledge that our farmers, the moment the

announcement <>f the appearance of a work was made, have applied fur it in-

dividually and by thousands, to the Department. This shows that the inhabi-

of our rural districts like their city hrcthem are now anxious to edu

cate ii ill .1] 11 ilut the sacrifices made by the Government in that

I h:o e ii' it been entirely wasted.
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We have received hundreds of congratulatory letters in connection with

these works, but what we appreciate most is the knowledge that they are and
will be a source of profit to those for whom they are intended.

Among these works, we may mention :

L'clevage du chcval, le Potager, L'industrie du bacon, la Ruche canadicn-

ne, la Culture des arbres fruiticrs, Comptabilite agricole, , les Bngrais, le Tc-
bac, 7 Bulletins sur l'industrie laitiere, le Moutun, la Bonne menagere, Traite

d'Agriculture, la Medecine vet.rinaire, la Basse-cour, which will appear in a

few days and a number of lectures on special subjects, etc., all so many works,

the want of which was felt. Not less than 60,00 volumes or pamphlets have
been distributed under the auspices of the Department within the twelve

months.

As regards lectures, their number has considerably increased and when-
ever a farmrs' club or a parish has desired a lecturer its want has been gra-

tified.

Altogether, the official reports show thai (luring last winter 431 lect-

ures were delivered by the Government lecturers to audiences aggregating

over 53,000 persons. To this must be added those given by the lecturers from

Ottawa on special questions, whose travelling expenses amounting to over

$800.00, were paid by the Quebec Government.

Nor should the fact be overlooked that the Journal of Agriculture en-

ters twice a month into 60,900 families.

HORSE BREEDING

A question of general importance has attracted the attention of the Go-

vernment : the improvement of our breeds of horses.

The meeting of the presidents and the members of the agricultural so-

cieties in March last, the latitude allowed by recenl legislation permitting the

employment of the funds of these societies and on other hand die encouraga-

menl to the purchase of stallions, have imparted a stimulus to public opinion,

which is observable in tin- programmes of tin- agricultural societies, a num-
ber of which have already made or propose t" make the acquisition of tho-

roughbred sires of the besl strins.

By importing into this country a few sires of different bieeds. Ardennais,

\nglo Norman and others, which it has handed over to the Societies on easy

term . the Government has more specially called the attention <<\ fanners to

this branch of agriculture and. to the much felt want of proper improvement
in that direct* 'ii.

The societies which then hesitated about acquiring a good stallion
|

want two.
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The Government, however, does not intend to limit itself to its first ef-

forts in that direction. It hopes to be able before long to come to the

assistance of the syndicates of breeders which may be organized to improve

our stock of horses.

This question, which is actually under consideration, will receive a prompt

solution.

FARMERS" CLUBS—AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

The agricultural societies and farmers' clubs are developing and the in-

crease is not only in the number of these societies, but especially in their mem-
bership. On 3irst. December, 1899, the farmers' clubs numbered 512, with

39,822 members. On 3irst. December, 1901, there were 544 of them with a

membership of 45,622, and in 1903 we had 567, with a membership of 50,420

sharing in the Government grants.

As for the agricultural societies, which numbered 68 in 1899 with a

membership of 14.710, we have to-day 69 with 17,670 members.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES
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As for the encouragement given to agriculture generally, it is to be
found in the following table, which shows the same progression :

—

Year 1888-89 $104,061.93
1889-90 98,636.54
1890-91 1 12,737.09
1891-92 - 142,764.69
1892-93 1 15,478.00

1893-94 159,097.00
1894-95 200,330.00

1895-96 166,464.00

1896-97 230,795.00
1897-98 197,226.00

1898-99 175.41S.00

1899-00 193.759.00
1900-01 200,217.00
1901-02 217,358.00

EXPERIMENTAL FRUIT STATIONS

The first experimental fruit stations established for five years by mv prede-

cessor in the counties of Beauce, Gaspe, Chicoutimi, Maskinonge, Compton,
and LTslet, have been increased by the creation of new stations in the enmities

of Charlevoix, Montmorency, Quebec and Temiscouata. After tests and ob-

servation of the fact that fruit tree culture is capable of yielding good profits

to our farmers, the Department intends not only to continue, but to further in-

crease the encouragement given to this branch of agriculture. Not only does

it place within the reach of the farmers a special and complete work on this

subject, but next spring it will distribute among the farmers' clubs in favo-

rably situated localities 25,000 grafts of apple trees raised in the Province of

Quebec. There is a general acknowledgment to-day that our provino

duces excellent fruits, and above all excellent apples. We therefore cannot

go too far in encouraging our farmers to devote themselves to apple culture,

especially when we can supply our own stock and when, by means of its ori-

gin, this stock is able to rei 1 I the ! verity of our climate.

The whole humbly submitted.

ADELARD TURGEON,
Minister of Agriculture.
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REPORT
OF THE

SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE

OF STE-ANNE DE LA POCATIERE

1902-1903

To the Honourable A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the report of the School of Agriculture of

Ste. Anne de la Poeatiere for the year ended on the 30th. June, 1903.

students

Thirty three students attended the school during (he year. As in

former years, they divided their time between study, class and manual
labor. Most of them appear to appreciate the great advantages derivable

from the theoretical and practical study of agriculture, and 1 am pleased

to be able to bear testimoney to their good conduct and good will.



LIST OF STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED THE SCHOOL DURING THE YEAR 1902-03

Leger Vaillancourt..
Theodore Charest
Alfred Marois
Alexandre Matte
Honorat Gourdeau..
Adelard St-Pierre
Joseph Rouillard
Joseph Roy
Joseph Cloutier
Eliud Giroui ',

Armand Lynch
Alphonse Paradis
Leopold Dumas
Albert Duchaine
Darius Blouin
Joseph Belanger
Alfred Gagnon
Euclide Tremblay
William Bernier
Wilfrid Simard
John Samson
Benjamin Paquet
Louis Lessard
Edmond Provost
Arthur Gagnon
Emmanuel Bernier...,

OvideOuellet
Jean Cloutier
David Falardeau
Oscar Levesque
Anselme Beaudet
Joseph Beaudet
Albert Beaudet

RESIDENCE

Quebec .

St-Romuald.
Quebec

Ste-Perpetue, l'Islet

Quebec ....

St-Pierre de Broughton .

St-Samuel..-

Beauport
Quebec
St-Sebastien
St-Romuald
Quebec

Chambord
St-Felicien
Ste-Anne de la Pocatiere...

St-Alexis, Chicoutimi -

Levis
St-Romuald
St-Elzear
Sorel
St-Georgea, Beauce
St-Simon ,

St-Pierre de Broughton...,
St-Samuel .

Sillery

Ste-Anne de la Pocatiere..
Lotbiniere

Date of entry

June, 1899.

March, 1900.
August, ''

September, "

February, 1901.

March,
April, 1

August,
September,
February, I

March, "

April, "

May, "

June, "

September, "

October, "
February 1903.

Date of departure

December, 1902.

December, 1902.

December, 1902.

August, 1902.

September, "

December, "

May, 1903.

July, 1902.

December, "

July,

December, "

Theoretical Instruction

Elements ofAgricultural Chemistry : Matter.— Bodies.—Solid.— Liquid.

—

Gaseous bodies.—Simple bodies —Composite bodies.— Affinity.—Cohesion.

— Mixture.— Combination.— Inlluences favorable to combinations.— Acids.

— Salts.—Neutral bodies.

Sim/de bodies : — Oxygen.— Hydrogen — Nitrogen.— Carbon.— Phos-

phorus. — Chlorine.— Sulphur.— Silicon. — Calcium. — Potassium. — Alu-

minum —Magnesium.— Iron

Composite Undies:— Carbonic acid.—Sulphuric acid.—Silicic acid.

—

Nitric acid.— Chlorydric acid.— Acetic acid. —Lime.—Potash.— Alumina.

—

Magnesia.— Soda.— Ammonia.— Oxyde of Iron.— "Water.—.Chloride of

sodium



Atmospheric AW :— Composition.—Its role in animal and vegetable life.

—Principle of Pumps.— Effects of the electric spark on oxygen.—Clouds.

— Rain. — Snow.—Dew.

Plants:— Principal parts of plants. — Germination. — Nutrition. —
Respiration.— Transpiration.— Where and how plants absorb the sub-

stances of which they are composed —Condition of absorbtion.

Formation of Soils : How arable lands are formed.— Soil.—Sub-soil.

—

Influence of sub-soil on soil.— Clay, sandy, calcareous, humus, alluvial

soils.—Fhysical and chemical properties of soils.— Nitrification.
—

"What

favors nitrification.—Improvements and fertilizers.

Draining: Reasons for draiuiug.—Ditches.—Trenches.—Furrows.

—

Drainage.—When draining is necessary.— Different methods.—Effects of

draining.

Mel owing : Reasons.— Principal works to that end.—Ploughing—
Conditions of good ploughing.— Qualities of a good plough.— Different

implements.— Harrowing.—Rolling.—Cross-ploughing.

Manuring : Elements to be given to or retained in the soil.—Baruyard

manure.— Principles to be observed in keeping and making proper use of

manures.— Litters. — Liquid manure tanks.—Composts.

Various Manures : Guanos.—Dried and ground bones.—Tanuery]refuse.

—Soap-boiling refuse.—Dead animals.—Wood ashes.—Soot.—Seaweed.

—

Hair.—Horns.

Vegetable Manures : Nitrate of soda.—Sulphate of ammonia.—Nitrate of

potash— Muriate of potash.— Superphosphate of Lime.— Marl.— Piaster.

Cleaning the. Soil: Cleaning.— Stoning.— Fallowing.— Turning the

stubble.— Hoeing.—Smothering Crops.— Rotation.

Seeding — Importance of good seeding.—Preparation of seeds.—Fio-

per covering up of seeds —Conditions favorable to proper germination.

Various Crops.—Wheat.— Barley.— Oats. — Buckwheat. — Potatoes.

—

Indian corn.— Boot-plants. - ( •uions.— Tomatoes. — Tob »cco. — Jerusali m
artichokes.

Fodder Plants. —Timothy — Red-Top, — Rye-grass.— Broom-grass.

—

( )pl);trd-grass.—Fescue.—Meadow grass.—Lupin.— Clover. -Sainfoin, —
Fox-tail grass.— Sunflower.'..— < 'are to be given to meadows and pasture.-.

—

Bay-making—Green fodder.— Ensilage and silos.



Cattle Raising.— Breeding. — Principles.— Improvement of breeds.—
Choice of Sires.—Horses.—Horned Cattle.— Pigs.—Sheep.—Poultry.

Cattle Feeding.— Rations for maintenance ; for production.— Propor-

tionate rations for maintenance.— Alimentary principles.— Principles of

rations.— Variability of composition, of preservation and of digestibility

of fodders.—Beverages.

Concentrated production.—How to increase consumption.—How to facil-

itate digestion.—How to hasten absorption.— How to promote assimila-

tion.—Milk production.—Beef production.—Fattening of swine.—Butter

and cheese.— Ice-Houses.—Lessons in arithmetic.—Farm bookkeeping.

Fruit-tree Culture.— Choice of plants.— Selection and preparation of the

soil.— Care after planting.—Apple, plum, cherry, strawberry, raspberry,

gooseberry and currant culture.—Different diseases of fruit trees and

remedies to be applied.

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION.

To learn the trade of the farmer, all the students under the able

direction of our farm foreman, Mr. Augustiu Fortin, took part in the general

work of the farm : ploughing, harrowing, seeding, rolling, fencing,

ditching, pruning trees, carting and spreading manure, making composts,

working in orchard and nursery, cultivating root-plants and tobacco, hay-

making, harvesting of root- plants and other products of the farm, ensilage,

care of cattle, chopping fodder, preparing food for cattle, the proper keep-

ing of stableg, threshing and cleaning grain, preparing seed-grain, carting

fire-wood, repairing harness and working vehicles, butter-making, milking

the cows.

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE OF THE GRANT

Assistant-director and overseer $ 450 00

Farm foreman 400 00

Students' board 800 00

Foreman of workshop 50 00

Servants 150 00'



Heating and lighting

Rent of buildings and land....

Water
Bed linen, washing and repairs.

News-papers and printing.......

Creamery and refrigerator

Rewards to Students

Breeding Animals

Agricultural Implements

75 00

180 00

20 00

100 00

20 00

100 00

50 00

65 00

40 00

$2,500 00

Meadows..

Banner oats

" Wonder " oats...

Early white oats.

Wheat
Barley

Peas and oats

Lentils (grain)

Green fodders

Kitchen garden. .

Potatoes

254 acres.

11

5

40

7

H
6

4*

7

3

11

RESULTS OUTAINED

Hay
Banner oats

Wonder oats

E.rly white oats.

Wheat
Barley ..

Peas and oats

Lentil (grain)

Green fodders

Swedish turnips..

Beets

48,000



Carrots 272 bushels.

Tomatoes. 12

Onions 35 "

Tobacco 20 lbs

Potatoes 2,000 bushels.

"We tried this year for the first time the variety of oats called " Wonder".

It s a white oats, rather late than early ; the straw seems to be pretty

strong. We sowed two bushels to the acre. The yield was 15 to 1.

The " Banner " has always given us good results since we have sown
it. This year its yield was 13i to 1.

FARM STOCK

HORNED CATTLE

|
cows 60

, ,. t> , I
bulls 3

Ayrshire Breed 1 , e ,

,

J
|

hellers 11

( calves 20

Canadian breed cows 2

Grade animals cows 4

Total 100

SHEEP

c,, ,. { ewes 10
Shropshire*

j ram 1

Total 11

HORSES

Draught horses 11

Two year old colts 2"

Yearling colt ••.. 1

Foal 1

Total 15



SWINE

Berkshire breed 10

Yorkshire breed , 14

Chester-White breed 3

Mixed breeds 30

Total 57

FRUIT TREES

The fruit crop was an average one this year. For the instruction of

our students, we always keep in the nursery a certain number of young
plants. This spring we planted eighty grafts of the most acceptable

varieties of apple trees. These graits came from the splendid nurseries

of St. Roch des Aulnaies.

IMPROVEMENTS

During the year, we did some drainage work. The levelling work,
begun in the previous years, was vigorously pushed on. Considerable

repairs were made to the dyke raised to protect the lands adjoining the

river against the high tides.

We also planted 500 young seedling trees.

At the same time, the regular farm work was not neglected, and I can

state that our farm is making progress and that our labors for the success

of the great cause of agriculture, placed under your patronage, deserve

the generous encouragement which you have given us and for which I

thank you.

STAFF OK THE SCHOOL

Superior.—Rev. Georges Mivii.le.

Director and Professor — Rev. .Jos RioHARD.
Procurator.— Rev. BLZBAB DlONNX
Assistant-Director— Rev. A.LF. Dui'ONT.



Superintendent—Mr. Charles Bourque, Ecclesiastic.

Farm foreman.—Mr. Augtjstin Fortin.

Workshop foreman.— Mr. Thomas Raymond.

The whole humbly submitted,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your humble servant,

JOSEPH RICHARD, Priest,

Director.

COMPTON MODEL FARM

Hon. Adelard Turoeon,

Hon. Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honour herewith to submit my annual report for 1903.

In September last M. le Baron Lepine delivered to me the Ardennais

stallion and mares purchased by you in Belgium. I had no room in the

stable for them all, so was obliged to add two loose boxes for their accommo-

dation. I have worked the stallion enough to give him exercise, driving

and on the team with another horse ; he is very quiet and easily managed

and a most powerful animal.

I had bills printed this spring and circulated them about the country

to the effect that he would stand for the service of approved mares at the

stable here. "We have had quite a few mares to him and I expect that

next year when his foals will be able to show for themselves what they

are, the sire will be more patronized. He is certainly an acquisition to

this part of the country and ought to cross well with the mares of this

section. I have been particular and have refused to serve any mare that

was not sound.



The mares I have worked all the time since they came and they are

a splendid team, plough well, work well on a wagon and draw any thing

they are harnessed to.

One of the mares foaled a horse colt on July 27th, a fine healthy

animal which I have named "Julian" and registered him in the stud

book sent to me by your Department. I will also endeavour to get the

names and breeding of the mares bred to the stallion so as to be able to

start the stud book for the Ardennais breed in this Province.

Owing to the extraordinary wet season last summer our ensilage corn

was a very light crop ; however the hay, grain and roots were excellent.

I cannot however say as much for the hay crop this year. The frost of

the 24th May last cut down our young clover and did us infinitely more

damage than the continued dry weather ; we were over two months with-

out rain. Mangold seeds and others did not germinate, there being no

moisture in the ground, and in many cases we had to sow twice ; turnips

however came well.

1 am sorry to say that the ensilage corn seed was not good this year,

which necessitated its being planted twice ; however I hope for a fairly

good crop.

Our hay is light but still a fair crop and of good quality. I find that

on this land a three years rotation of crops viz, oats the 1st year, ensilage

corn and roots 2nd year, and barley, etc. 3rd year, is best suited to the cul-

tivation of this kind of soil. The result is that even this year the hay is

of good quality when, on land that was only ploughed once or twice, the

crop is practically nothing but wild grass and very short at that.

I have noticed that several of our farmers have followed our rotation

and are pleased with the results.

As a rule the farmer wants to get over his land too quickly, not

giving it a proper rotation of crops, the result is that his hay seeds only

give him one or Iwo crops at most.
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We are badly in want of suitable buildings to store tbe crop and

house our stock ; the old barns are far from being a model or modern in

any way, and most expensive to keep up and attend the cattle properly in

winter, besides being much too small for the purpose.

I have been obliged to stack a good portion of the crop for some

years past, it is most expensive and wasteful. Last summer I threshed a

good deal of the crop on the field, but it entailed a large percentage of

unavoidable loss.

"We have met with opposition in the creamery line, and to get our

share of cream and keep our pations, we have put a team on the road to

gather their cream, and if we did not do it some one else would. With

the hi<rh price of labor, the patron cannot afford to waste time bringing

his cream or milk to the factory when some one will take it at his door ;

such is the state that butter-making has arrived at.

The principle of cream gathering in itself is not conducive of good

result to the dairy interests of the province, but under existing circum-

stances, it is not possible to dispense with it.

There seems no doubt that the hand-separator has come to stay for

some time at least, it may in some cases be benificial to the farmer, but if

the separator be not properly managed there is no doubt a loss of butter

fat. and if the cream is not properly taken care of, it is not possible to

make first class butter from it.

It seems a pity that some means cannot be effectively carried out to

oblige all factories and creameries to take only first class cream and milk
;

it is only by so doing that the dairy interests of this province are going

to be helped and put on a first class basis ; otherwise we are bound to

deteriorate both in the quality of our cheese and butter.

We have had a fair attendance of pupils during the year.

Mr. John Kwing, our agricultural lecturer, was obliged to resign

owing to oilier pressing business. Mr. J. A. Dresser has ably filled his

place, ami reports satisfactory progress among his pupils. Lectures ou
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different subjects have been given by Mr. Dresser which were much
appreciated, viz. : formation of the soil, acid and base forming elements,

experiments on hydrochloride acid and sodium forming common salt,

testing the soil minerals and studying their composition, quartz, feldspate,

the carbonates, the sulphides, etc., forest trees and their different natures,

species, etc.

Onr herd of cows have done fairly well this past season, and the

herd of Ayrshires is increasing all the time so that in a few years the herd

will be composed entirely of pedigreed stock. I fear from the apparent

scarcity of forage this year that stock will be cheap this autumn I hope

to have enough to winter ours allright, but of course will know better

after the crops are in later in the season.

We find that the drawing out of manure in winter and spreading it

on the snow has worked very well, but not when the manure is too full

of straw in which case it is put into piles to rot and spread in the spring.

In my former reports, I have mentioned that this farm is capable of

producing far more than what it does at present if some of the pasture

land was brought under cultivation ; as it is now, more than one half the

land is in pasture and it is run out and mossed over so that the grass is of

poor quality. This land at a small outlay could be made to produce good

crops but under existing circumstances it is impossible to do so. The
land would require to be divided into fields fenced and in some places

ditches made to carry off the water that comes from underground springs.

These improvements would be of great benefit to the farm and would
serve to show what a farm of this size is capable of doing

There are other pieces of the farm which are also badly in need of

draining.

We are badly in want of an ashes house to put the ashes from the

creamery boiler into, as it is at present we lose a good part of them as

there is no proper place to keep them.

I mentioned in my last year'6 report having used a preparation for

the potato beetle called "Bug Death". It is manufactured by the Kulc

Death Co. Ltd of St. Stephens. N. 15
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The result of last year's experience was most satisfactory, the beetles

were killed and the yield of potatoes increased. This year, I tried Paris

green twice but with little or no effect ; one application of the " bug death "

dry had a wonderful effect ; the potatoes seemed to acquire new life and

the beetles disappeared entirely ; so from my experience of this valuable

preparation, I can confidently recommend it as of great value to the potato

grower.

The apple trees in our orchard are doing very well, but I am sorry to

say that some of the plum and cherry trees are dead ; there seems to be

something in the subsoil in this part of the country that is detrimental to

plums and cherries ; they live and thrive well for a few years and then

from no apparent reason die.

This spring's frost unfortunately came when the orchard was in full

bloom, the result is that we have not got an apple. Last year we had a

fair crop from so young an orchard. Our asparagus bed did remarkably

well and is easily cultivated, we cut on it for 6 weeks. The raspberries

were all frozen, so there is no fruit this year ; they are coming up from the

roots and will make nice cones for next year.

The strawberries were also a very poor croop. Currants, gooseberries

and blackberries were a medium crop.

I am in hope that next year, if nothing happens to prevent, we will

have apples to dispose of. The whole district here is as badly off as we
are ; no apples at all.

I herewith send you statement of receipts and expenditure for the

past year.

Respectfully submitted,

John M. Lemoine,

Director.
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P. S.—Since writing the above the other Ardennais mare, Pierrette,

has foaled a mare colt,

J. M. L.

Compton Model Farm,

Compton, P. Q.

August 21, 1903.

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 1902-03

Receipts
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CREAMERY

Tor Buttermaking $•2,387 78 Instructor and Buttermaker
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OKA AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL
ANNUAL REPORT 1902-1903

To the Honourable Adelard Tdrgeon,
Minuter of Agriculture,

Quebec.
Sir,

Ou the 23rd July last (1902) our monastery was totally destroyed by
fire. In the face of such a disaster, our school was momentarily obliged

to close its doors. Some of the students, however, spent the wiuter with
us, but as the work of the school had been officially suspended, they were
not under control of the Government.

In March last, we succeeded in re-organizing the institution, which
has already, since April 1st, received twenty-five students. The number
of the latter might be larger, but we make a point above all to admit
subjects only who can really derive benefit from their stay here, and who
can also extend that benefit to their fellow citizens later on.

This is why, before securing admission, they have to produce certi-

ficates and to undergo examinations, which are moreover required by
your Department.

ADMISSION

We have to note always with regret that the elementary education

of a certain number of the candidates has been either neglected or

forgotten. However, when they manifest the desired qualities and apti-

tudes, we deem it our duty to admit them to follow the classes, on the

condition that they shall furbish up their education a little by means of a

small preparatory course which is conducted simultaneously with the

agricultural instruction.

In the majority of cases, good judgment and good will supply tin-

lack of education and these students, the sons of farmers especially, easily

manage as a rule to keep up with tho teaching and methods of farming

in use here, provided always that these are within the compass of theil

understanding and not too highly scientific.
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Most of the students come here not to train as teachers or lecturers,

but to prepare themselves for personally carrying on or managing an

agricultural industry or establishment.

INSTRUCTION

The diversity of degrees of education noted among the students com-

pels us to somewhat increase the groups, and divisions, where the classes

are concerned. However, with the system of teaching, which we
have adopted, all can profitably follow the classes This system consists

in causing the students to work on tangible things, on the subject.

Thus, if agricultural botany, v. g. fodder plants or weeds, be in ques-

tion, the teacher, instead of waiting hours in class in dissecting the nomen-

clature of a scientific treatise, confines himself to giving the list of plants

to be studied with the notes requisite to the knowledge and use of each

and then, going into the fields with the students, he enables them to study

on the spot the form of such plants, the soil which produces them, their

surroundings, the resemblances or the differences between them, etc.

At the end of the month, the students themselves have to make a

collection of these different plants, together with one or more written

exercises showing that they have not lost their time. In this way, even

the less educated reach a practical result.

Notions of anatomy are imparted (according to the same method)

especially in the cow and horse stables, the slaughter house, etc. And if

is thus in most of the branches of the programme.

We find that with this system two classes and a few hours of study

per day give more practical and beneficial results than many theories in

the house and little practice on the ground.

Among the older students especially, there are some, who in order ta

establish themselves as soon as possible, want to follow a speciality : that

to which they intend to devote themselves.

As far as possible we allow them to do this, although we prefer to 6eo

all follow the complete course of two years.
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To deny to a student of 20 or 25 years of age the privilege of studying
only the specialty for which he desires to prepare himself would often

tend to discourage him and, perhaps, to close to him the career which he
is anxious to follow.

The special departments, most sought after in this way are : the

creamery, kitchen garden, orchard, apiary and poultry yard.

The subjects of the theoretical and practical instruction are sub-

stantially the same as those detailed in previous reports.

However, at your request. Sir, we have added to our programme the
teaching of fruit and vegetable canning. To this end, we have laid in a
pretty complete outfit, which is so inexpensive that any farmer can pro-

vide himself with it and easily operate it, especially when he happens to

be in proximity to a butter or cheese factory, where the steam power will

cost him nothing.

This industry is a paying one and developing rapidly in this region.

We have ourselves, this year, in addition to fruits, six acres of tomatoes
intended for canning.

#*#

An elementary course of veterinary surgery has also been added to

the regular studies.

Dr. Daubigny, V. S., director of the Veterinary School of Laval
University at Montreal, has kindly taken charge of it. He has already

given twelve lessons daring the quarter just expired and is to give in

August next a second series of the abridged course, which he has had the

courtesy to prepare for the students.

DEPARTMENTS

The principal departments in which the students are initiated in the

practice of the different agricultural industries number fifteen. They
were specified last year. I therefore confine myself to noting the most
salient facts anent some of them.
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In field culture, this year, wo have to report, the success obtaiuep

on a test of sorghum as a fodder plan t
. The variety known as " Early

Amber" succeeded perfectly here and famished an excellent ensiLyjc

very sweet and well adapted to the feeding of milk cows.

Sorghum or sugar <"orn is cultivated like Indian corn. It yields a

fodder less abundant than the latter, but we deem it profitable to always

grow a little of it for mixing with Indian corn, especially when there is a

silo.

Lucerne also succeeds well here, provided it be grown in soil that is

mellow, deep and free from wet in order that the plants may be protected

in winter by a heavy and regular coat of snow. Grown under such con-

ditions, lucerne, in good or bad years, yields four or five crops annually.

The first crop, notwithstanding the drought, was taken off this year on the

1st. June and the second will be ready before the 15th. July. In fact, it

may be cut at intervals of fire weeks if not permitted to ripen its seed.

We have enriched our kitchen garden with some exotic plants sup-

plied to us by a French scientist, Mr. Jean Puteaux, and we hope to suc-

ceed in acclimatizing some of them. The Physo/es, a small garden fruit,

as big as a French cherry or a cranberry, is one that promises well in that

respect. The Igname, a vegetable with long tubers measuring sometimes

as much as three feet, is said to be excellent, but does not seem to be suc-

ceeding as well. The asparagus-lettuce has done well.

In front of the school, we have, laid out a kitchen-garden expressly

for the students, who can pass their recreation in it usefully and pleas-

antly. In the section set apart for experiments, thirty-five beds have been

sown to vegetables and garden fruits and enriched with different barn-

yard manures or chemical fertilizers : phosphates, nitrates, &c, &c.

Thus far, the farm manures and especially the pigeon dung give the

finest results, except, perhaps, in the case of some bulbous plants like

onions, upon which the action of phosphates makes itself vigorously felt.

In the cow stable, we are getting rid as fast as possible of the Jersey

cows. They are not hardy enough. Our herd of milkers is composed

especially of Ayrshires and Canadians. One of them gives as much as

7<> His of very rich milk
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As we sell a good many younj; calves lo the farmer's clubs throughout
the province, we thought it right to get a government inspectoi to put

the herd to the test with tuberculine Not one auim;il \\
r
;is found to be

tainted.

In the piggery, the Berkshires furnish the interlarded pork, that is to

say a meat composed of a streak of fat and a streak of lean, which i< much
appreciated on the city markets. The Yorkshires and Tamworihs yield

the bacon of commerce, while we keep the Chester-Whites for fat pork.

All these animals are much sought after by the farmers' clubs whose
demands we are unable to fully supply.

In the poultry-house, artificial incubation did not succeed well last

year. This want of success was due, perhaps, to the inexperience of the

operator. The manager of the poultry-house intends to go and study arti-

ficial incubation at the Ottawa experimental farm, where he will try to

make it a success.

In the creamery, where we use the U. S. and Alpha Separators, we have

tested an invention which improves these two machines and which pro-

duces a saving of 50 per cent in the ice required and 90 per cent in the

oil. It gives the greatest satisfaction and we are waiting until it is

patented to adapt it definitely to our machines

In conclusion, I am happy to state that the students from the city,

who intend to devote themselves to colonization, can better than ever this

fall and winter acquaint themselves with the work of iand preparing and
forest clearing both from the agricultural and industrial standpoints

The necessity in which we are placed of reconstructing our burnt

buildings has decided us to erect a saw mill to cut the timber derived

from the forest which we have yet to clear.

The students will be able therefore to learn, not only how to clear

the soil, but to turn to the best possible account the products of the forest.

I have the honour to be.

Sir.

Your very humble servant,

Or. Maoaikk Rioux,

Di>e 'tor.

Tiappii-t Agricultural School,

Oka, 1st July, 1903.
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OKA AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL

LIST OF STUDENTS OF 1902-1903

RESIDENCE Date of Entry Date of Departure

Alix, Noel
Archambanlt, Armand
Babin, Joseph
Babin, Albert

Beaudet, Anselme
Beaudet, Joseph
Beaudet, Albert

Baulne, Jos
Benoit, Stephen
Boiavert, Rodolphe
Bourbeau, Emile
Cardinal, Edouard
Casgrain, Leonce
Chandonnet, George...

Chaput, Gaston
Chartrand. Emile
Chouinard, Francois....

Crepault, Isidore

Demers, Zephirin

Desehene J.-C

De Miollis, Charles
Ferland. Phileaa
Forest, Paul-Joseph ....

Gigufere. Simon.
Lamarche, Edouard
Lando, Benoit

Lando,, Edouard
Lacroix, Sidney
Lagace, Alfred
Lavallee, Aldebert
Lavallee, Arthur
Lavallee, Emile
Legault, Emile
Levesque, Jos
Murin. Honord
Panneton, J.-E
Provost, Alphonae
Page, Kmile
Pintal. Thomas
Renaud, J.-B
Roy, Sergius
Seiiecal, Arthur
Turgeon, Rom6o

Ste-Marie, Montreal
St-Jean de Hatha
St-Jean Port Joli

Ste-Emelie, Lotbiniere...

Coaticook
St-Isidore, Laprairie
Gracefield
Victoriaville
St-Laurent, Montreal-..
L'Met
St-Jean Deschaillons
Montreal

Mascouche
Chapeau, Pontiac
Fraserville

Paris
St-Adrien de Ham
[/Assumption
Contrecojur
Mascouche
Montreal

Riviere Blanche, Matane
L' Annonciation
Montreal
L' Annonciation
St-Clet, Sou'.anges
Soulungfs
Mascouche
Montreal
Sorel
Stualey
Chatnplain
Mascouche
St-Conatant
Sorel ,

St-Jean de Matha

April 1903
" 1903

May 1901

March 1902
May 1901
October 1901

May 1903
April 1903
" 1903

January ....1902

April 1902
" 1902

Fehruary ...1901

April 1903
February.. ..1901

June 1903
May i90n

Sept 1901

October 1901

July 1901

May 1903
" 1903
" 1903

March 1902
Sept 1901
October.. ..1901

" 1901

April 1903
" 1903
" 1903
" 1903
" 1903

May 1903
April 1903
January ....1901

April 1903
.January ....1901

Sept 1901

May 1903
April 190i
May 1903
July 1902
April 1903

1 July.
1 Aug.

24 July.

.1902

.1902

.1902

!4 July. .1902
.1902
.1902

14 July.

1 Aug.
9 July.

15 Aug.

1902

1903
1902
1902
1902
1902

24 July....

absent
....1902

...1902

.... 1902
1902

...1903

30 May 1903
1 January 1903

24 July 1902
24 ' 1902

1 January 1903

•A July 1902
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REPORT OF THE FARM AND HOUSE-KEEPING
SCHOOL OF THE URSULINE MONASTERY

AT ROBERVAL

To the Honourable Adelard Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the annual report of the Farm and House-

Keeping School of the Ursulines of Roberval for the year extending from

the 1st. April, 1902, to the 1st. April, 1903.

The project of acquiring the farm, which we rented last year, and to

which I referred in my last report, is now an accomplished fact. Actually,

we have 175 acres of land under tillage and 50 acres in bush. The
greater part of the land under cultivation is not improved; nevertheless

the year's crop from it has surpassed our hopes.

We have accepted a proposition by the Ottawa Experimental Farm
to make certain experiments ; the rest of oar farming aims at restoring to

the soil what it yields to us. All the products are used for the require-

ments of the Farm and Monastery.

We have relinquished with regret the cultivation of Indian corn in

view of the checks which we have met three times out of five : I say,

with regret, because we greatly appreciate the value of ensilage lor

cattle. We shall replace it with vegetables and are trying rape for the

first time to feed it to the sheep and pigs.

The cattle is Canadian stock mostly registered. Dairy products, 52,400

lbs. of milk, yielding an average of 1 lb. of butter per 21 lbs. of milk. Of
our herd of 14 milch cows, 9 are from 2 to 6 years old.

The poultry-yard is a source of profit to us both in winter and in

summer, especially since we use crushed bones, vegetables and clover iu

the feed.

The Housekeeping School was attended this year by 26 pupils ; ave-

Tage attendance, 2!.

The applications for bursaries multiplied during the year and it is

with regret that we find ourselves under the necessity of postponing or

rejecting a large number of these applications.



I have already mentioned that the pupils, who do not apply the»

selves to their lessons are sent back to their families and replaced b

others; we have had to resort to this measure only in two or three in-

stances since the opening of the Housekeeping School.

The gold medal, offered by you, Sir, in June last, was awarded to

Miss < S-racia Perron, a third year pupil. We hope that this favor will be

continued, for it acts as a powerful stimulus to the pupils.

The programme which we follow appears to be well appreciated,

seeing that it is asked for even from abroad ; may it also meet your
approval

!

Hoping that these notes may be acceptable to you, I beg of you to

believe me to be with deep respect.

Sir,

Your very humble servant,

Sister St. Raphael,,
v p o <ss.

TJrsuline Monastery,

R..,berval, 20th May, 1903.

Names of the pupils who followed the course of the Housekeeping

School in 1902-1903:

Miss Marguerite ( rauthier St-AmlrcS

Ros n hi il emet St-Prime
" Marie Tn mblay , ...St GM6i n

Alice Rouleau. Isli ml c f Orleans
Gertrude Guard Marievilic

" Marie Louise Moreau Mi-tassini

Marie-Louise Simard St- Prime
" Luce Fulfill Roberval
" Denise Otis "
" Ernestine Cimon Murray Baj

Mary Vdzina — Chicoutimi
" Theodora Talbot Hfibertville

Eva Fournier St-Jean Deschaillons
I 6oni I- St-Pierro St-G€deon
Alice .Winn Chicoutimi
M Luce Hudon St-J6i6me
Juliette Brassard Roberval
M Julie Brassard
Isabelle Brassard Chicoutimi

: tu ird

Lai ra. Gauihier St-Pi ime
M Lou i Gauthier St-Creur de Marie
mire Mi Lean .. ..Roberval

iibI ottiei
'• M. \mi e Savard Pdribonca

V lb i'l I lillomet St-Prime
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ST. HYACINTHE DAIRY SCHOOL

The Board of Management of the St. Hyacinthe Dairy School lias the

honour to submii :
—

To the Honourable S -A. Fisher, Minister ol Agriculture, at Ottawa
;

To the Honourable Adelard Turgeon, Minister of Agriculture, at

Quebec
;

And to the Dairymen's m of the province of Quebec — the

Following report on the operations of the St Hyacinthe Dairy Sen

the year 1902-1903 :

The. courses of tin; School were opened on the 17th V
and closed on the 29th. April, 1903

;
as usu ii,

been organized for the chetse and butter makers and further a a

of dairy industry for farmers was inaugurated this year.

The course lor candidates for inspectorship, which was held in the

month of December, attracted f I applications. Twenty-four (2i) candi-

dates passed thnir examinations, 13 on butter and 11 on cheese-making.

Seven temporary certificates lor butter-making and three for cheese-m

were granted. The temporary certificates of inspectors P. E. Pelletier, J.

B. Trud>'l, Narcisse N.md, E. M. Dion, and II. W. Arms iously

awarded, were converted into .definitive diplomas of inspectors ol

factories, with the note good. The temporary certificate issued in

of Mr. A. J. Monat, was converted into a diploma of inspector of creameries

wnh the note good and the temporary permits previously granted to

Messrs J. II. Leclerc and J A. Huberdea For a year.

The course of dairy industry for farmers had 25 applications The

total number of admissions during the season was 240, of which 123 were

for butter making, i>2 for cheese making and 2a student farmers.

The tendency to attend the school only in midwinter was again

The [irsl and the three las! e en.se; werj followed only bj 19

students, while the four midwinter courses bad I
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In the preceding report, the Board expressed the hope that, in the

new school, provision should be made for the simultaneous acccommodation

of a larger number of students. The plans of the school, drawn up by

the engineer of the Department, warrant the hope of sufficient accommo-

dation.

To complete the table of the attendance of students at the courses,

the attendance during the first ten years is summed up as follows :
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EXPENSES CASH. STATEMENTS QUEBEC. TOTAL.

Shortage 1st July 1901 134 88 734 88

Factory furnishings 240 21 240 21

Water, heating and lighting 692 87 - 692 87

Washing, cleaning and sundries 348 87 348 87

Office expenses 241 19 58 06 299 15

Salaries 480 00 2339 94 28 L9 94

Annual charges 53 CO 102 00 155 00

Utensils, apparatus and inst 352 47 352 47

Sundries 196 51 196 51

3339 90 2500 00 5839 90

The whole respectfully submitted,

J. C. Chapais, President of the Board.

E. M. Castel, Secretary of the School.

St. Hyacinthe, 16th October, 1903.
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COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE

Farriers' Clubs and Agricultural Societies, Jour-

nal of Agriculture, Etc.

lion. Ahelard Turgeon

AIin ister ofAgricu Itit re.

Quebec.

Sir,

J have the honour fo .submit my yearly report on Farmers' Clubs,

Agricultural societies, the Journal of Agriculture and Horticulture, and

the proceedings of the Council of Agriculture for the fiscal year lf»02-03,

approved hy the Lieutenant-G-overnor in council.

farmers' clubs

The number of clubs is at present 693, 14 new ones having been

gazetted.

555 clubs received the grant in L90.2, and 13s were not in operation.

48,294 members of such clubs paid th'ir subscriptions during the

same year.

The sum ol :

$62,147.13 represents the amount, of such subscriptions

$22,427.50 " " oi the total grant to clubs

$11,239.37 was spent in the purchase of thoroughbred stock.

,028 43 was paid in prizes for besl kept farm--, in competitions for

dairy cows and others.

$6,156 10 was devoted to the purchase of agricultural implements.

$77,813 21 was spent for clover seed to be distributed to subscribers.

$4,151.54 rep res. -n ts the cost of management of the clubs, the average

being $7.46 per club.

As may be seen by the foregoing statement, the organization oJ the

clubs ia a very economical means of doing much good



AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

These number 72, with a membership of IT, 22 1.

The sum of :

$24,634.34 represents the amount of members' subscriptions.

$30,335.62 was paid them in grants.

$33,439.29 was paid for holding exhibitions.

$2, 058.13 was spent for farm competitions.

16 55 was spent for competitions for standing- crops.

13 00 was spent for ploughing match ss.

(99.76 w is spent, for the purchase and care of stock.

; 10 01 was pai 1 for ciover seed distributed to members.
We think that farm competitions, ploughing matches and bouuscsfor

keeping stock hould appear more frequently on t h • i r programmes.
The sum of $10,693.81 was spent in expenses of management, being

an average of $14^ 38 for each society.

ILLUSTRATE JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE

The Departra -ui s< a Is this official publication to about 60,000 mem-
bers of the various agricultural associations ofth i Province.

There is no doubl that the farming classes assiduously read tl. • jour-

nal and other agricultural bulletins.

The complaints we receive occasionally with regard to irregularities

in the distribution, Ehow thai the people are anxious to get the journal.

The secretaries of igricultural associations must nol forget, how
thit they must send us the Dames and addresses of members in alpha-

betical order at the beginning of M ty.

Now the Department receives 9J p-»r cent of the lists of members at

the end of June and ca m during thu later months. This causes delay in

the sending of the Journal.

OUR U1RIC tLTURAL ASSOCIATIONS QENERALLi

Our agri ultural associations hive doubtless don • an I still d i m i :h

good b of the program ne thej lave laid down from th • ou

Bui ireful study of the working of agricultural associations

in o ipocially Ireland, Scotland an 1 Biluium from which
w it.

i ui h ' bi
:

i. we have come to the conclusion that,

with ione ,ve should make much more real progress
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CONCLUSIONS

In the management of this branch of your Department, we have to

check the accuracy of the 6120 documents sent us by the secretaries of

the various associations.

Our congratulations are due to the majority of the officers of the clubs

for the willingness they display in drawing up the various documents.

Our branch has sent out 15,529 circulars and other instructions to

societies and clubs during the year.

The correspondence covers 4,059 letters received and 4,102 sent out,

many of which relate to information asked for in connection with agri-

culture.

The table printed below gives |accurate details respecting the work-

ing receipts and expenditure of each club and society during the past

year together with the recapitulation for every county of the Province.

I have the honour to be

Sir,

Your obedient servant

OCT. OUELLETTE,

Sec. of the Coun. of Agriculture
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUSS
(By counties)

Municipality of Arundel ...

Parish of St-Audre.

AlITIIABASKA.

Municipality of Chenier
Chester-East

.

Chester-West
Tiugwick
Warwick
N.-D. du Saint-Rosaire
St-Albert de Warwick
S4-Christoplie d'Arihabaska..
Ste-Clothilde de Horton
Ste-Elizabnh de Warwick
St-Eusebe de Stanfold
St-Louis de Blanford
St-Xorbert d'Arthabaska
St-Remi de Tincrwick
Sl-Valere de Bulstrode
Ste-Victoire d'Arthabaska

Bagot

St-Andre d' Acton
Ste-Christine
St-Doniinique
St-Ephrem d' Upton ....

Ste-Helene
.St-Hii£ues

St-Liboire.
St-Nazaire
St-Pie
Ste-Rosalie
M Simon
St-Theodore d'Acton.

9 58
56 88

66
64 93
57 43
7 94

1 05

4 09

56 94

79 88

4 12

9 93

12 95

5 12

18 95
17 00

19 50

19 10

107 41

152 00

111 00
70 00
112 00
39 00

114 00

104 00

105 00

57 00
107 00

94 00
45 00

38 00

111 00

1366 41

101

103

50 00
50 00
50 00
35 00
50 00
25 00

50 00

60 00
50 00
28 50

50 00
47 00
25 00
25 00

50 00

12 70

10 00

635 50 472 45

50 00

32 50
50 00

50 00

40 50
50 00
37 00
50 llll

50 00

410 00 13 50

20 16

20 8:

111 21

58 83

166 99
258 88
161 00
105 00
162 66
128 93
i43 93

7 94

154 00
155 00
512 75

161 68
161 16

83 75
63 00
175 75

2702 42

56 94

79 88
150 00
214 17

174 93
170 95
5 12

1-10 45
343 00
140 50
151 00

175 60

1802 54
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EXPENDITURE



Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

Beauce
Municipality of Ditchfield & Spaulding

Gayburst-South
Municipality of Adstock

Aylmer
Broughton
Lambton
Metgermette North
Shenley

1'ansli ol Saints-Anges
St-Augustin de Woburn
St-Benoit Labre
St-C6me dc Kennebec
St-Elzear de Liniere
St-Ephrem de Tiing
St-Evariste de Forsyth
St .Frangois
S'.-Frederic

St-George
St-Hilaire de Dorset
St-Joseph de la Nouvelle Beauce
Ste-Marie de la Nouvelle Beauce..
St-Martin
St-Pierre de Broughton
St-Severin
St-Victor de Tring

Mission of St-Lutiger

Beauhahnois
St-Clcnient de Beauharnois.
St-Louis de Gonzague
St—Stanislas de Kostka
St-Timothee

Bblleohasbb
N.-D. Auxiliatrice de Buckland.
St-Cajetan d'Armagh
St-Charles Borrom6e
St-Damien
Si Etienne de Beaumont
St-Gervais et Protais
St-La/.are ,

St Mug] oi re

St-Michel
Si V,,,.
St-Philetnon
St-Bapha6I
St-Valier

16 90
10 75

4 04

14 50

10 00

94 38

26 34

44 51

10 31

4 51

37 23

8 91

20 23
269 00
21 83

37 00
60 00

326 33
192 00
220 00

108 00

2 91

2 00

147 00
100 00
31 00

106 00

42 00

119 00
627 85

372 56
97 00
140 00
86 00
137 00
154 00

96 OH

26 00

5 05

72 00
60 00
101 00
87 00

8 46

40 80

3412 74

32 00

39 00
50 90

42 00

163 00

29 62

14 40
26 46
4 49

51 110

25 00

21 38

28 46

5 75

130 00

88 00
101 00
57 00

45 00

60 00
43 00
73 00

41 50

75 00

4 71 157 00

25 00
30 00
50 00
50 00
33 00
50 00

!67 20
!64 60

50 00
59 00

25 00
50 00
25 00
50 00
50 00

50 00

48 50
50 00
43 00
60 00

50 00

35

71 03

31 00
30 00

50 00
43 50

58 00

20 00

9S1 00

25 00

25 00
25 00

25 00

10 00
10 00

100 00

50 00
43 00
50 00

28 50

42 57

10 00
10 00

5

25 00

30 00
25 00

36 50

25 00
31 00

43 50

2 00

10 83

9 02

12 26

387 50 80 40 27 47 1573 13

346 10

365 35
376 33
352 89
271 50

883 30

94 38
223 34
195 05

66 31
160 51

104 23

1140 93

698 08
269 00
444 39
145 50

193 26
131 00

258 03
205 60

70

189 00
174 00
176 05
152 80

7617 63

67 00
83 76

75 00
107 80

333 56

222 57

143 19

190 62
104 90
26 46
74 49

141 00

93 00
130 88

94 95

122 77

12 26

216 04
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

Total

Berthier

Municipality of Provost
Parish of St-Antoine de Lavaltrie ,

St-Barthelemi de Dusable
St-Cutbbert
St-Damien de Brandon
St-Gabriel de Brandon
Ste-Genevieve de Berthier

S t-Joseph de Lanoraie
St-Michel dea Saints
St-Norbert
La Visitation de 1' lie du Pads.

BONAVENTORE

Mission of St-Francois d' Assise
Municipality of Carleton

Maria
Matapedia
New-Richmond
Port Daniel-East
Shoolbred

Parish of N.-D. de Paspebiac
St-Alphouse de Caplan.
St-lonaventure
St. Charles de Caplan....

Brome

Municipality of Bollon-East
Eastman
Farnham-East
Village of Knowlton.

Ciiamblt

St-Antoine de Longueuil ...

st-P.asile le Grund
St-Bruno de Montarville. ...

Ste-Famille de Bouchorville
St-Hubeit
St-Joseph de Chambly

30 08

37 15

83 07

11

18 62
70 30
18 25
13 24

50 00

81 35
144 00

108 35
116 00

137 00

104 00

25 on

40 60
50 00

50 00
46 50

50 00

50 00

107 00
108 00

38 00

50 00

50 00

25 00

15 00

24 75

2 49
100 00
52 25
41 00
49 75

31 00

147

451 06

25 00

42 00
60 00

29 00

247 00
109 00

30 00

110 37
85 00
120 00

25 00
46 00
50 00

25 00

44 00
35 00,

50 00

34 00
47 00

25 00
25 00

16 30
53 47

33 66

29

50 00

196 95
214 00

136 00

104 00

25 Ou

50 00

50 00

47 00
50 00

700 95 222 00

13 22

7 00

563 64

:,h:: st;

7fi 65
27 07

120 08
183 75

279 56
258 46
291 40
255 07
222 37
70 30

175 25
175 84
63 00

2095 08

428 45
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS
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SOCIETIES FOB THE YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 1902

EXPENDITURE
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'
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CLUBS FOR THE YEAR ENDING THE 31ST DECEMBER 1902

EXPENDITURE
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS*
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CLUBS FOR THE YEAR ENDING THE 3lsT DECEMBER 1902

EXPENDITURE

Deficit

in

1901
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

RECEIPTS

Parish of

Parish of

Parish of

Levis

N.-D. de la Victoire
St-David de l'Aube Riviere..

St-Etienne de Lauzon _ ..

St-Joseph de la Pointe Levy
St-Lambert
St-Nicolas
St-Henride Lauzon

L'Islkt

N.-D. de Bousecours..
St-Aubert
St-Cyrillede Lessard..
St-Eugene
St-Jean Port Joli

Ste-Louise ,

St-Marcel
St-Pamphile ..

Ste-Perpetue _..

St-Roch des Aulnaies

LOTBINIERE

St-Agapit de Beaurivage
Ste-Agathe
St-Antoine de Tilly
St-Apollinaire ...

Sle-Croix
St EJouard
Ste-Kmelie de Lotbiniere
St-Flavien
St-(iilles de Beaurivage
St-Jacques de Parisville_

St-Jean Dcschaiilons
St-Louis de Lotbiniere
St-Narcisse de Beaurivage
St-Palrice de Beaurivage
Ste-Pbilomeui'de Fortierville.,

.St-Sylvestre

10 38
6 80
14 75

20 25

4 25
4 05

20 04

80 52

61

68 04
45 60

56 00
39 00
33 00
37 00
108 66
89 00

135 00

497 66

72 15

35 O0
16 49

94 42
88 00

2 91

61 00

32 07
35 4:

68 90

57 50
10 00
13 00

103 00

22 88

40 80

iO 09

151 00
97 00

148 52
102 00
39 00
100 00

b3 00
ioo oo
89 00
112 00
669 40
107 00

2039 9:

28 00

25 00
25 00
25 00
50 00
44 00

50 00

247 00

1 00
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

"3 0^
i

d m "
i a i°5 a

MONTMAGNY.

Parish of

Municipality oi'Montmagny
Pariso of Can Si.Ignace

N.-D. du St-Rosaire
St- Ant. de l'lsle aux Grues.
St-Frs de la Riv. du Sud
St-Pierre de la Riv. du Sud..

Montmorency

Sl-Anne de Beaupre
L'Ange-Gardien
Ste-Brigitte de Laval
Ste- Famille
St-Fereol
St-Frs de Salles

St-Jean-Baptiste
St-Joachim
St-Laurent
St-Pierre et Si-Paul
St-Tite des Caps
Village Beaulimi
Visitation du Chateau Richer.

Napierville

St-Cyprien de Delery
St-Edouard
St-Michel
St-Pairice de Sherrington.,
Sl-Remi tie !a Salles

Nicolet

La Nativite de Becaneour.
Sie-Angele de Laval
Ste-Brigite des Saults
St- Celcs tin

S -Edouard de Gentilly
Ste-Eulalie
Ste-Gertrude _

St-Gregoire
St-Jean-Bte de Nicolet
Ste-Marie <1«? Blauford
Ste M"niqiie

Sle-Perpetue
St-Pierre les Becquets
Ste-Sophie de Levrurd ....

St-Sylvere
St-Wenceslas

23 7?

64 78

4 27

11 86
26 11

3 95

134 74

115 34

31 54

77 46
101 03

66 74

41 93
33 34

33 63

68 22

39 00

24 75

40 47
76 09

93 60

92 00

48 00
102 00
65 00

103 50

504 10

100 00

81 00

30 00
100 00

42 00
43 00

90 00

49 00

32 00
47 00

55 00

33 00

105 00

807 00

35 00
112 00

154 00

107 00
52 00

460 00

73 00

34 00
103 00

102 00

111 CO
111 00
33 00

54 00
74 00
34 00
43 00
86 00
135 00
112 00
104 00

149 00

1353 00

39 00

46 00
25 00
50 00

32 50

47 50

240 00

50 00

40 00
25 00

50 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

25 00
25 00

25 00
27 50
25 00
50 00

417 50

25 00

50 0«

50 00

50 00

26 00

201 00

1 30
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

Ottawa.

Municipality of Robertson & Pope
Amherst
Aumond
Bigelow, Wells, Blake k McGill
Buckingham
Eardly .7

Hartwell
Hincks
Kiamika
Joly
Loranger „

Masham.
Masson (Village)
Portland
Ripon
Suffolk & Addington
Templetoo-East
Thurso
Wakefield-East

Parish of L' Angc-Gardien
La Conception
L' Aijnonciaiion de Marchand ....

N.-D. de Bonsecours
St-/1 ndre Avelin
Ste-Angeliquf
La Macaza
Maniwaki
N.-D. de la Fourviere

Mission of

Pontiac

Municipality of Bristol

Clarendon
Duhamel
Grand Calumet

.

Guigm-s
Litchfield
i Inslow-South ..

Temiacamingue.
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'"
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CLUBS FOR THE YEAR ENDING THE 31ST DECEMBER 1902

EXPENDITURE
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

RlMOtJSKI

Municipality of Casupscal
Dalilmire and Romieu
McNider
Tessier

Parish of N -D. du Sacre-Coeur
St-Anac!et de Lessard
St-Benoit Joseph Labre
Ste-Blapdine
Ste-Oecile du Bic

St-Damase
St-Donat -

St-Fabien
Sle-Felicite -
Ste-Flavie de Lepage
St-Gabriel
St-Germain
St-Jerome de Matane
Ste-Luce de Lessard
St-Mathieu de Rioux
St-Moise
Si-Pierre du Lac
St-Ulric de Matane
St-Valerien
St-Simon de la Baie du Ha-Ha !.

Grosses RochesMission of

Rouville

N.-D. de Bonsecours
St- Ange-Gardien
Ste- Angele
St-Cesaire
St-Hilaire

St-J.-Baptiste de Rouville
Ste-Marie Monnoir
St-Michel ile Rougemoct .,

St-Paul d'Ahhotsfbrd

17 44

8 85

13 76

59 50

04
1 54

79 00

16 56

10 48

46 20

46 6;

50 00

7 30
10 00

8 83
131 00

72 o:

Sagdenay

Municipality of Bergeronnes
Les Escoumains
Tadoussac —

Parish of Si Paul de Mille Vaches
Mission of Magpie

I irmin

St-Pierre de la Pte aux Esquim..

49 20

49 70

1 33

5 54

4
24 00

31 43

1 70

195 86
1 11

67 00

129 40
57 00

111 50

31 00
41 00

76 00
41 4

ioi on

59 00

42 00
174 00
109 00
104 00

84 00

111 00

83 00
58 50
96 00

92 40
100 00

309
150 00

4 91

33 50|749 75

25 00
27 50
50 00

25 00
25 00
37 50

25 00
50 001

29 50

25 Oil 40 81

20

42 00

34 00
100 00
102 00
151 00

115 00

189 6n

1380 06

111 00

66 40

99 on

120 on

::y on

36 00

50 00

50 00
50 00

42 00
50 00
35 00
25 00
48 00
45 00
50 00

50 00
37 50

125 25

349 32

36

25 00

25 00
50 00
50 on

50 00
50 00
50 00
50 00

50 00

1 53
4 44

360 69

552 25

375 00 939 4 1

32 00
44 50

50 00

25 00
•25 00

117 25

3 00

176 50 120 28

5 00

4 03

867 69
163 25
98 26

225 91

56 04
67 54
192 70

66 62
167 56

98 98
107 81

395 45
205 65
205 63
126 00
510 32

139 14

93 50
144 00
146 23
281 00

432 80
191 94
3 C5

67 00

108
560
705
212

169

1461

183

125 68
148 50
291 28

198 86
1 11

64 00

61 00

870 43
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' GLOBS
(By counties)

Municipality of Ely
Gran by
Roxton Falls

Ste-Cecile de Milton
St-Valerien de Milton
Stukely North
Waterloo
N.-D de Bonsecours de Stukely.
St-Alphonse
St-Joachim
Ste-Pudentienne
St-Frs -Xavier de Sbefford

Shebbrooke

Municipality of Ascot
Gompton
Orford

Parish of St-Roch d' Orford

SOULANGES

Parish of St-Clet .

St-Ignace du Goteau du Lac
Si-Joseph de Soulanges
St-Polycarpe
St-Telesphore
St-Zotique

Stanstkad

Municipality of Barford
Harnston
Goatic.ook
Hatley

14 09

86 56

3 75

34 00

68 "II

31 93

7 47

24 50

33 40

309 06

5 18

36 08

39 91

14 89
29 15

10 17

15 31

6 56

115 99

12 89
4 82

86 00

56 00
123 00

"73 90
73 00

57 00
114 00

43 00

25 00

50 00

"33 50
35 50
28 00
50 00

70 00 35 00

104 00
33 00
40 00
31 00

208 00

50 f'O

25 00
25 00

25 00

125 00

137 61

155 94

57 00
59 00
126 00

38 00

35 00

58 00

71 00

39 00

203 00

49 53
50

50 00 9 25

50 0"

28 50 1 53 75

2d 50 180 66
50 00

25 00

25 00

28 50

35 BO
25 00

IN 00

102 CO

75 00

38 65
3 00

224 35-

86 56
132 75
115 00
173 00
102 50
113 36
158 03
117 43
171 47
21 50
138 40

1557 35

206 99
58 00
70 18

118 70

453 87

236 77

220 83
180 90

279 33
293 31

69 56

1280 70

67 26-

174 39

149 97

67 00

458 62 .
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

RECEIPTS

Teemiscodatm

Parish of

Municipality of Begon
Cahano (Mis. of St-Mathias
Hocquait
Viger
Withworth
N.-D. des Neiges de Trois Pistoles
N -D des Sept Douleurs
N.-D. du Lac
N -D. du Mortage
St-An ton in

St-Arse ne
St-Clement
St-Eloi
Ste- Franchise..

St-George de Cacouna
St-Honore
St-J.-Bte de I' lie Verte
St-Louis du Ha! Ha!.
St-Patrice de la Kiviere du Loup
St-Paul de la Croix
Ste-Rose du Degele

Terreiio.nse

Municipality of Abercrombie
Doncaster

"'W! Salaberry and (irandison
Parish of Ste-Adele

Ste-Agathe
Ste-Anne des Plaines
St-Janvier de Blainville

St-Jei6me, Riviere du Nord ...

St-Louis de Terrebonne
Ste-Marguerite du Lac Massou
St-Sauveur
Ste-Sophie de Lacorne
Ste-Therese de Blaiuville

Thbbb-Rivehs

N -D. des Trois-Rivieies

7 20

45 00
5 00

53 02

7 38
74 50

40 18

4 41

01

5 47

32 07

10

46 OB
72 67
26 61

16 63

26 no

81 no

12 56
61

43 11

32 00

39 00

90 00

84 00
125 00

47 00

145 00
108 00
105 00
256 00
122 00

66 00
30 00
76 00
33 00
104 00
110 00
91 00
79 00

159 25

1901 25

25 00

25 00
31 00

42 00
50 00
25 00

9 49

43 00
167 54

13 14

01

104 00

128 00
100 00
102 00
104 00

87 00
207 00

62 00
186 50
75 00

101 00
35 00

135 00

50 00

50 00

50 00

50 00
50 00
33 00

25 00

38 00

25 00:

50 00 205 45

13 68

50 00

45 50

30 50
50 00

50 00
50 00

50 on
50 00

50 00
43 50
50 00
31 00
50 00
37 50
50 00
25 00

50 00

5 04

1426 50 587 00 498 1

89 .10 44 00

12 52

10 98

121

129

182

117

5

248
165

229
333
212
103

68

119
90

372

136

225

180

260
162

152

154

173
624

213
244
155

318
73

195



95

CLUBS FOR THE YEAR ENDING THE 3lsT DECEMBER 1902

EXPENDITURE

Deficit

in

1901



Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLUBS
(By counties)

RECEIPTS

Municipality of Newton
Parish of Ste-Magdeleine de Rigaud.

Ste-Marthe
Tres St-Redempteur

Parish of Ste-Anne de Varennes
St-Antoine
St-Frs.-X. de Vercheres ....

Ste-Julie
St-Marc de Cournoyer
St-Mathieu de Belceil

Ste-Theodosie
Ste-Trinite de Contrecueur

Municipalily of D' Israeli.

.

Dudswell
Garthhy
Ham-North
Hara-Sonh-WeBt
Lake Weeden
Stratford
Weedon
Wolfestown
Wotton
N.-D. de Lourdes de Ham-Nord,
St-Camille
St-Fortunat
St-Joseph de Uara-South

80 89

70 53

25 00

11 74

37 92

48 84

13 32

311 49

4 65

53 36
34 40
33 90
8 28

51 21

6 75

62

4 00
200 00

17

21

143 00

109 00

62 12

50 00

50 00

330 00 139 00

84 00
147 00

96 00
73 00

113 00

101 00

103 00

72 00

47 00

127 00

49 00

96 00
101 00
111 00

122 00

125 00

112 00
105 00

127 20

16 00

78 12

42 00

50 00

32 50

36 50
50 00

50 00
50 00

36 00
25 00

17 70

22 90

50 00
25 00
48 00
50 00

50 00

50 00

50 00
60 00

50 00

50 00

12 00

2 24

18 20

2G0 01
70 53

209 00
lo9 00

698 54

156 20
245 74

166 42
158 34
542 89
311 49
155 65
172 20

1908 93

108 00

75 96
53 36

211 40
107 90
152 28

251 77

167 75

253 03
191 00
362 00
278 23

179 44
21

2392 33
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Statement of receipts and expenditure of FARMERS'

FARMERS' CLU3S
(By counties)

O /
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CLUBS FOR THE YEAR ENDING THE 31ST DECEMBER 1902

EXPENDITURE

a."
a -

Z S 3E

20 00 .

22 25

50 00
2:i !<"

65 00 .

47 50 .

15 il"

45 00 .

31 00
95 95

144 40

224 07

126 on

262 mi

74 44

120 25

33 00

A 21

2 00

6 20
6 14

6 62
4 53

32 05

7 53
9 75
4 31

16 4 7

10 00

60 00
12 97

1 02
15 79

1 96

56 00
162 15

2>0 18

355 69

191 00
369 07

127 99
180 00
58 00

256 47

7 721 86 25 492 40 96 60 164 26 1966 55
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EXPENDITURE
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COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE
PROCEEDINGS of the Council of Agriculture during the fiscal year 1902-03,

approved by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.

SITTING of the 25th. September 1902.

Second Resolution :—That Mr. Auguste Dupuis be re-elected president.

Third Resolution :—That Mr. Robert Ness be elected vice-president.

Fourth Resolution :—That the different committees be composed as fol-

fi illi iws :

Committee on Agricultural Merit :—Messrs. Ness, Gouin, Talbot, Dra-

per. Hunter, Hotte and Davidson.

Committee on Agricultural and Veterinary Schools :— Messrs. 'Walker,

Dawes. Garneau, Peloquin, Draper and Pouliot.

Committee of the Journal of Agriculture :—Messrs. Venne, Boily, Pilon,

Talbot and Decarie.

Committee on Herd Books :
— Messrs. Ness, Dubord and Grignon.

Fifth Resolution :— That a committee, composed of Messrs. Dubord,

Ness, Grignon and Dawes, be named to enquire into the legal condition of the

Stock breeders' Association of the Province of Quebec, and the way in which

ligree books of the different breeds of domestic animals of the Province

ot Quebec are kept, and to report thereon at the next meeting of this Council.

Quebec, [8th. October, 1902.

OCT. OUELLETTE,
Secy, of the Council of Agriculture.
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COMPETITION OF DAIRY PRODUCTS

HELD IX 1903

To the Honorable Adelard Turceon,

. Minister of Agriculture

j

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honor to submit the report of the competitions in dairy pro-

ducts held last summer.

In view of the very small 'number of competitors in each competition, it

would be difficult to draw therefrom positive conclusions in regard to the dai-

ry industry in general.

But the salient fad is that, in this kind of competition, we have a cer

tu'n number of the best butter and cheese-makers of the province. And if we

compare this season with previons reports, there is certainly improvement, be-

cause several of the competitors are the same and the general result is nearer

perfection.

Cheese seems to have made more progn lan butter.

Still, we have work to do, and, according to the testimony of the judges.

the inspectors of our factories might act, perhaps, with mine firmness, if not

with more authi irity.

We repeal us In past \ears thai the first visit of the inspectors should be

made in the pre ence oi those who supplj the milk to the factory. In this way,

each one ma olutions that will have an effect as lasting as it is bene-

ficial.
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FIRST PROVINCIAL COMPETITION OF DAIRY PRODUCTS

Held at Montreal, on the nth. July, 1903

Cheese

1 st. Class diploma. Silver Medal.

Names of Competitors County
Points
awarded

Butter

1st. Class Diplomas. Silver Medal.

Cash
prizes



Ill

There were 7 competitors in cheese, and 16 in butter.

Judges.

Cheese :—Messrs. J.-A. Vaillancourt, E.-A. Brice and E. Bourbeau.

Butter :—Messrs. Chs. Langlois and J.-D. Leclair.

SECOND PROVINCIAL COMPETITION OF DAIRY PRODUCTS
Held at Quebec, on the 29th. August, 1903.

Cheese

1st. Class Diplomas. Silver Medal.

Names of Competitors
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There were 17 competitors in butter, and 19 in cheese.

Judges.

Butter :—Messrs. O. H. Nivin, E. V. Brice and J.-D. Leclair.

Cheese :—Messrs. E. Bourbeau, G. A. Scott and J.-A. Vaillancourt.

THIRD PROVINCIAL COMPETITION OF DAIRY PRODUCTS

Held at Quebec, on the 17th. October, 1903.

Cheese

1st. Class Diplomas. Silver Medals.

Names ot Competitors
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Butter

2nd. Class Diplomas. Bronze Medals.

Names of Competitors Couaty
Poin's
awarded

Cash
prizes

Zephir Halle
Arcade Page
Eug. Metivier
Eustache Menard.
Joseph Roy
W. Bernard
Etienne C6te
Geo. La; o nte ....

Horace Leioux
W.-H. Stewart
Dolphus J. Cleary

Ste-Agathe _ ....

it-Janvier _ ....

it-Isidore
L'Anse i. Gilles
3t-Malo
Foster
it-Gervais
St-Pbilippe
St-Jacjues 1'Achigan
Frontier _..,

ihawbridge

Lotbiniere...

Tt-rrebonue.
Dorchester .

L' Islet

Oompton ...

Brome
Bellechasse..

Laprairie ...

Montcalm ..

Huntingdon
Terreboune

95*

Hi
94*
94*

7 00
6 00
5 00
5 00

4 00
4 00
4 00
3 00
2 00
2 00
1 00

There were 35 competitors in cheese and 17 in butter.

Judges

Butter :— Messrs. Ernest A. Brice and 1I.-G. Xivin.

Cheese :— Messrs. K. Bourbeau, G, II. Scott and J. A. Vaillancourt.

Remarks

The remarks of the judges are about the same as those made by Mr. Ga-

briel Henry in recenl years, in his reports as secretary.

1 may add, however, that these gentlemen desire to see agricultural in-

struction more widespread in our Province.

The whole respectfully submitted.

O E. DALAIRE,

Secretary



REPORT
OF THE

AGRICULTURAL MERIT COMPETITION
FOR THE YEAR 1903.

To the Honorable A. Turgeon,
Minister of Agriculture,

Ouebec.

Sir,

The undersigned have the honor to submit their report on the Agricultu-

ral Merit Competition for tlie current year. You will observe by the tables-

which it includes that Mr. Mathias-Octave Ferland. a practical farmer, of the

parish of Berthier (en haut) who, by the number ov points obtained, heads the

weven competitors for the gold medal, is the fortunate laureate of his class. It

is the most agreeable of our duties to declare that he has nobly deserved the

gold medal of the competition, together with the diploma of Very Great Ex-

ceptional Merit.

You will also see that, of the fifty-two other competitors, thirty-one have

merited the silver medal, with diploma of V. G. M., and twenty-one the bronze

medal with the diploma of G. M.
We further state that, among the thirty-one laureates of the silver medal,

ore only, Mr. P.-A. Gouin, merchant, of the city of Three Rivers, does not be-

long to the farming class properly so-called, but that the skill witli which he

carries on his farm at Ste-Marguerite ranks him among the deserving ama-

teur fanners of his district.

Tn the hope that you will be pleased to favorably accept our humble

work, we have the honor to be.

Yours very truly,

ARSENE DENIS,
THOMAS DRYSDALE,
JOSE I'll DELAND,

Judges.

I.-J.-A. MARSAN,
Secretary.
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AGRICULTURAL MERIT COMPETITION OF 1903
, Competitors for the Gold Medal

No.
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LAUREATES OF THE BRONZE MEDAL—DIPLOMA OF G. M.

RESIDENCE Date
of the visite

Remi Heneault...
Michael Hayes. .,

Benj. Lacasse ....

Jos. Feiron
Jos. Payette .

Ste-Elizabell', Joliette

Sheen, Pontiao
Si-Andre Avrlin. Ottuwa..
St-Bamabe, St-MauriCe...,

St- Paul, Joliette .

July,

Aug.,

Juiy.

Edouard Picotte Chap. Allumettes Island, Pont .. ,

Jos. Mainville " " ' " ..

Desire Hetu jSte-Melanie, Joli'tte July,

Heury T. McDonell Shawville, Clarendon, P [Aug,
Eu a. Frechette Ste-Elizabelh, Joliette I July,

James Berrigan Chap. AUumeties Island, P Aug.,
9 Urgel Perrault St-Amhroise de Kildare, Joliette i-luly,

10 Elie Benoit 'Repenligny, 1' Assompliou iAug.,

St-Louis
j

Vanihchiche, Str-Manrice
Era Rondeau St-Gabriel de Brandon, B I

'•

Remi Dauphin 'Ste-Elizabeth, Joliet'e inly.

14 I Alphens Armstrong St-Gabriel de Brandon, B [Aug
,

15 Dme Widow Nap. Tbifault...lRepeutiguv. 1' Assumption | July,

16 James Coghlan Wallham, "(P , Cln.p.-aui P Q Aug
,

17 Simeon Boisvert |St-G«bnel de Brandon, B
18 Calixte Lescadres ISie-Flore, Champlain "

3 ...

1 ..

83.65

83.25
82.95
81.90
81.80
81.80
81.75

81 45
8145
81.20
81.20
80 65
79.70

79.50

79.35
78- 70
77.90

77.55
77 45

77.35

77.20

In accordance with the instructions of the Minister of Agriculture, the

Commission met at L'Assomption on the 7th. July last to at once begin the

visiting of the fifty-nine farms entered for the competition, including those of

the seven competitors for the gold medal, in the 4th. region constituted for

tnat purpose and extending along the north hanks of the rivers St. Lawrence

and Ottawa, from the western boundaries of the county of Portneuf to the

western extremity of the count)- of Pontiac, exclusive of the counties of Terre-

bonne and Argenteuil, below the Laurentian range.

This region presents an immense field of interest as well in point of its

extenl and the picturesqueness of its northern and western parts, as of the sup-

erioi fertility of its vast alluvial plains which embrace the richest lands in the

province, of its forest wealth, of its numberless lakes and streams abounding

in fish, and of its many and great water powers, which will be so many sources

ot incalculable opulence when skillfully and intelligently turned to practical

account.
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But in this report, our business is not with these, but with the agricultu-

ral merit of the entries for the present competition in this important region.

The competitors were distributed in the counties as follows :

Four in the county of Champlain : Messrs. Theophile Trudel (competi-

tor for the gold medal,), and Clair Massicotte, of St. Prosper ; Edouard Blais

tmd Calixte Lescadres, of St. Flore.

Five in the county of St. Maurice : Messrs. P. A. Gouin, of Ste. Mar-
guerite, Three-Rivers, Jos. Roussel, Chemin des Forges, Three-Rivers ; L. St.

Louis and Hercule Milot, of Ste. Anne d'Yamachiche, and Jos. Ferron, of St.

Barnabe.

Five in the county of Maskinonge : Messrs. Honore Lemire and Henri

Vertefeuille, of Maskinonge ; Ulderic Legris, John Montagne and Isaac Val-

court, of St. Leon.

Ten in the county of Berthier : Messrs. Mathias O. Ferland (competitor

for the gold medal), and Paul Lavallee, of Berthier ; Pierre Lavallee (com-

petitor for the gold medal ), and Joseph Laporte, of St. Norbert ; Simeon Bois-

vert, Francois Rondeau, Alpheus Armstrong, Isidore Poitras. Louis Bacon,

and Jos. Marion, of St. Gabriel de Brandon.

Twelve in the county of Joliette : Messrs. Chs. Rivest (competitor for

the gold medal), of St. Charles Borromee, Joliette, Jos. Payette, of Si. Paul,

Remi Henault, Chs. Bonin (competitor for the gold medal). Edmond Aubin,

Remi Dauphin, Mathias Ferland, and Eugene Frechette, of Ste. Elizabeth,

Desire Hetu and Jos. Perrault,of Ste. Melanie, Isidore Parent ami [Jrgel Per-

rault. of St. Ambroise de Kildare.

Three in the county of Montcalm : Messrs. Azarie Mireault, of Ste. Ma-
rie Salome, Jos. Garault, of St. Jacques de I'Achigan, and Damien Lachapelle,

tot St. Esprit.

Five in the county of 1.' \.SSOtnption : Messrs. Jos. Foisy, of I.' Vssomp-
lion, Delphis Turenne (competitor for the gold medal), of St. Paul L'Ermite,

Madame Napoleon Tin fault and Messrs. Amedee Foucaull and Lin- Benoit,

of Repentigny. v

One in the county of Ottawa : Mr. Benjamin Lacasse, of St. Vndre

Avelin.

Fourteen in the county of Pontiac :
Messrs. Edward Graham, Elmside

(competitor for tin- gold medal ) . and I [ugh Young, of the Township of Bris-

tol, ! lei i T Mel > -w idl and Thos, Mel '-well, of Shaw \ ille, township of Clar-

endon. James Coghlan, of the township of Waltham I P. < ). Chapeau ), James
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Berrigan, Edouard Picotte, Jos. Mainville and Onesime Demers, of Chapeau r

Allumettes Island, Thos. B. McCrea, of the township of Chichester (P. O.

(Bheenborough), Christopher Jennings, John Donnelly, Michael Hayes and

Mathias Keon, of Sheenborough, township of Sheen.

We shall proceed by grouping the laureates by order of merit, confining

ourselves to noting the more important details of the competitors' practice and
especially of the principal ones among them. The photographs and other il-

lustrations of a goodly number of the competing farms and the detailed table

of the points awarded will take the place of ampler written descriptions con-

veying but little or no information and therefore being of little or no public

interest.

COMPETITORS FOR THE GOLD MEDAL

Those already designated in the general list given above, are to the number of

seven, namely : Messrs. Mathias-Octave Ferland, of Berthier ; Theophile Tru~

del, of St. Prosper, Champlain county ; Pierre Lavallee, of St. Norbert, Ber-

thier county ; Charles Bonin, of Ste. Elizabeth, Joliette county ; Adolphus
alias Delphis Turenne, of St. Paul L'Ennite, LAssomption county ; Charles

Rivest, of St. Charles Borromee, Joliette county, and Edward Graham, of

Eimside, Bristol township, Pontiac county.

All these energetic competitors, already decorated with the silver medal,

may be rightly regarded as worthy representatives of the progressive agricul-

ture of the province.

Mr. MATHIAS OCTAVE FERLAND

95.45 # points.

—

Gold Medal, Dipl. V. G. M.
We are happy to proclaim Mr. Ferland as the worthy Gold Medal Laur-

eate of this competition and, as such, to call the country's attention to him as

torse of our most enlightened and advanced farmers and an admirable model for

all seeking their well-being in the tillage of the soil under analogous circums-

tances.

Mr. Ferland lives on the grandc cote of Berthier, about half a mile from

the steamboat wharf and the C. P. R. station, a situation offering advantages

which have not been overlooked in his calculations and the working of his

farm.

The latter mesures 4 x 40 acres, equal to 160 acres. Mr. Ferland owns

another small lot of 65 acres, called "The Wood Swamp", east of the river

Bayonne, between the latter, the St. Lawrence and the public highway.



M. Mathias-Oct. Fbhland, Berthier (En haul)

Winnei of the gold medal, V. G. M.
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The soil of the main farm is level and composed of an alluvial silt which

is more or less sandy—clay predominating in some spots, especially in the mid-

dle and upper parts, and sand elsewere, with some pieces wholly of fine sand.

This soil appears to be in general of a somewhat thin texture, naturally poor in

organic matter, and in spots of feeble porosity. It seems to be also poor in lime

and potash and to need liming, and potassic and phosphatic fertilizers in addi-

tion to organic manures such as barnyard manure, clover ploughed in, etc. The

coil of the " Wood Swamp" is light, flooded in the spring, and fertile, excel-

lent for potatoes, Indian corn and hay.

Mr. Ferland thoroughly understands the condition and needs of his soil,

as well as the necessity of cultivating it and has managed both according to

scientific agricultural principles and by a really improving system of tillage.

When he started, people said that you could see a mouse running4hrough

the oats. Mr. Ferland, however, succeeded in extracting from his poor soil

profits that have made him enviably rich. Last year, he realized $600.00 a

month during five months beginning with January. How many fanners are

there who do not make that amount in twelve months ? A statement of the

year of 1902 and of the present year will better show the results of the cultu-

tal improvements made by Mr. Ferland since his debut.

Crop of 1902

Wheat, Red Fyfe. 8 acres i"5 bushels

Cluster oats, 40 acres 1 100

White Indian corn, 1 acre 30

Buckwheat, 7 acres 1 00

Potatoes (8 varieties) 25 acres 2600

Tobacco, (Connecticut) 19 acres '24000 lbs.

Meadow-clover 8 acres, 1st crop 24 tons

;

_. 2nd crop IO

Meadow-timothy, [ 12 acres 275

S KIES [N I902 1

3 milch c< iws $ 81

2 cows for slaughter 5S-00

2 fat hogs 70.OO



Wheat, 125 bushels at 90 cts 1 12.50

Oats, 400 bushels at 50 cts 200.00

Hay, 210 tons 1050.00

Butter 25.00

Milk delivered at the creamery 35 -00

Tobacco 1600.00

Potatoes •• 1000.00

Bacon, hams, corned pork 150.00

$4692.50
—#5

Crops of 1903

—

Extent and quality. \ia

Wheat, 22 acres 8 p. 100

Oats, 35 acres 95 and 100 p. 100

Buckwheat, 8 acres 100 p. 100

Tobacco, 18 acres 100 p. 100

Potatoes, 33 acres 100 p. 100

Indian corn, 2 acres 90 p. 100

Meadow, 103 acres 100 p. 100

Pasture, 5 acres 90 p. 100

The garden, dressed with mucky soil from the beach, is well stocked with

vegetables and small fruits and deserved 50 p. 100 pts. Apart from 2 acres

of Indian corn damaged by the weather, 49 acres out of 51 in hoed crops mer-

ited the maximum of points.

Mr. Ferland owes these excellent results to his experience and his skill

acquired from the knowledge that the yield and the profits of his farming are

fin proportion to the perfection with which it is carried on with the help of

sufficient and appropriate manures. In fact, all his tillage is perfect and done

at the proper time—ploughing, manuring, harrowing, cultivating, etc. The

rows are straight and suitably spaced and the plants set at good and regular

distances, The soil is constantly kepi mellow and clean and. worked by skilled

hands, the labor spent on it is surely remunerative.

Mr. Ferland annually buys on the average 100 to 150 loads of horse ma-
nure, 24 bushels of lime, 15 tons of Victor Fertiliser, 2 tons of shorts, and 40
to 50 tons of distillery waste from the city. The food, and fertilizers pur-

and Hi.- cue bestpwed <>n the collection and preservation of the man-
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ares produced on the farm by means of a manure cellar and an abundance of

strw litter, enable Mr. Ferland to return to his land the elements of fertility

taken from it by the sale of its products and even to increase its productive

power. Thanks to the special attention paid to this important point, Mr. Fer-

land gets abundant crops from his poorest soil. He studies the table of the

fertilizing substances taken away from the soil by the different crops and. by

the data of that table, he is guided in the application of manures. He uses

these on his hoed crops which form the basis of his system : potatoes, tobacco,

etc. He applies to his potatoes 900 lbs of Victor Fertilizer to the acre, and

to the tobacco 250 lbs together with stable manure. The latter is buried in the

furrow, which mode of using it is preferred by Mr. Ferland.

He ploughs deeply for his hoed crops, which certainly contributes to their

success—less deeply in the fall following the application of the manure— and

he enlarges the furrow as the surface of the land becomes exhausted. To

destroy the couch grass and improve the quantity and quality of his ha\ on

the " Wood Swamp ", Mr. Ferland grows late potatoes there with a thorough-

ness in working which extirpates the network of roots and secures his object,

while at the same time obtaining a maximum yield of fine potatoes.

Rotation.—As Mr. Ferland occupies an exceptional position on account

Df his rights of pasturage for 45 head of large cattle on the Common opposite

his property, he does not require to create pastures on the latter and can there-

fore advantageously follow several rotations adapted to the different kinds of

soils and crops. Thus, on about 70 acres unsuited to growing hay, the fol-

lowing rotation is practised : 1st. year, buckwheat ; 2n<\. year, potatoes with

manure ; : 3rd. and 4th. years, oats. ( )n the parts on which ha) growing

succeeds, Mr. Ferland has adopted the following rotation : ist. Hoed crops,

tobacco, i" itatoes, fndian corn, etc, during four or five o msecutive years, chan-

ging the place of the different crops annually. -Mid. Wheat with timothy and

clover. 3rd. Meadow foi everal years, |.th.Cereals during the lasl yi

breaking up the meadow.

Division.—The division of the laud into different fields of very nearly the

I
1
Si e fig I

1
i.m ilii ites the be 1 rotation. The Wood Swamp

farm
.
only purchased within a few years', is not divided by fences, which
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Pig. I. Plan of the farm of. Mr Math. Ferland, Ste Elizabeth.
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would be of no use there. It is not necessary either to separate the fields of

the manure farm by cattle-proof fences on account of the rights of pasturage

enjoyed elsewhere on the Common. In selecting the crops which form part

pi his rotation, Mr. Ferland governs himself by the market, the value of and

the demand for produce, the price and the abundance of labor, manures and

commercial foods, the needs of his crops and the productive powers of his land.

This is why the proportion of some of his crops is susceptible of change ac-

cording to some of the economic circumstances above mentioned. For Mr.

Ferland does not long adhere to any crop that does not bring him in a good

profit. And to not proceed blindly on a path that is often enough pretty obscure,

he takes care to walk constantly in the light supplied by the knowledge of bu-

siness men.

Account keeping.— It is on this important and too often neglected head

among the great body of farmers that Mr. Ferland's superiority over all the

other competitors visited by us is most manifest. Mr. Ferland regards agri-

culture as a branch of business which, to be successfully carried on, calls for

as much, if not more, aptitude and spirit of calculation than trade or industry

properly so-called, and no one understands better that to be a man of business

and calculation and to avoid the making of blunders, it is essential to be

(enlightened by principles and the results of all one's operations and. for that

jurpose, to keep books of accounl and information showing the exact value <>t

the results obtained whether good or had. It is not also within one or two

years only, as we have often noted among other competitors, that Mr. Ferland

has been keeping books of account as regards his farming and financial opera-

tions. We have found that he has kept his accounts regularly for 45

in an excellent bound book opened by his aged father, who, be it said in pas-

Sing, had the ability, in spite of his meagre schooling of onlj two months,

night school, to initiate his sou in a practice which the latter has always strict-

ly followed with all the requisite perfection in keeping with the needs of his

farming. Thanks to this practice, Mr. Ferland has always been in a position

to pretty surely watch and direct his agricultural undertakings, to avoid the

making of mistakes, and even to constantly improve the situation for himself,
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so that he is to-day one of the most prosperous and notable farmers of the prov-

ince, as is moreover indicated by the view of his farm and residence (Fig. i,

pi. I).

The accounts are kept in good special books.

To mark Mr. Ferlands progress, we refer, for comparisons sake, to state

ments of the results of his operations during three years, from 1873 inclusive,

and during three years from 1900 inclusive.:

1873-74-75 Receipts $ 3900.01

Expenses 2533.26

Surplus of Receipts $ 1766.75

Annual average $ 588.92

1900-01-02 Receipts $14907.09

Expenses. 9750.00

Surplus of Receipts $ 5157.09

Annual average $ 1719.03

Or an average increase of $1130.11 in annual revenue in 27 years.

Apart from life insurance premiums, the expense account contains all

the outlays for buildings and other new constructions, purchase of implements

ami machines, improvements of the soil etc. The net profits have remained

about the same, but they are high enough to warrant the employment of a larg-

ci working capital. The above figures demonstrate an economic fact generally

observed in our farming, that is to say, the inadequacy of working capital,

which materially retards agricultural progress. A great French agricultu-

rist, some years ago, laid down the following proposition :
" The agriculture

(which spends most per hectare (or per acre) is that which realizes the largest

piofits. " We are not prepared to assert that this proposition can be made
applicable to the whole province, but Mr. Ferland's practice and success prove

that it is correct enough for a great many agricultural situations. Unfortu-

nately, not much faith is put in it and not enough of attention paid to it.

If a little more study were given to the principles of agriculture, if farm-

ers were to apply themselves to making experiments and keeping accounts,

how many of them would have their eyes opened to the light of facts and
figures

; how many intelligent farmers would, in a few years, improve their

ostein 1 1

1. 11 nun- and their incomes, as Mr. Ferland has done.
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chen 22' 3" x 17' as a wing to room I; K office 12' 6" x 9'—IK pantry 9' x 4'—M stairs

porch and door—N Shed and other dependencies.—O cupboard of 8' x 18,'—P stairs leading
to the upper part of the house.—Q chimney—R Sink.

Fig. lb'Division of Mr. Fei land's barn-stable.
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aa Barn, mows and threshing floors. The threshing floor and mow on the right, 18',

are hridged with planks on the same level and form a single space of 28' in width, b hores

stable. 8 stalls for horses, cc two rows of double stalls for cows and one narrower row for

young cattle, d pouitry house surrounded with wire fence, ee two inclined bridges leading

to the stable, v ventilators 8" x 8".
f fodder trap, with moveable ladder hooked up to the

ceilino-. Fig. Ic section of Mr. Ferland's stable and manure cellar underneath, a manure

ct'lar 7 1
-'' high under stable, b doorways in front and rear to take out the manure, c two

windows of about 2 1 /2 x 2 in front and rear to light the cellar which may be used in

summer to house loose animals, dd alleys or passages of 6' and 6' 4", 8" lower than the

bridges with one space of 6" between the bottom of the alley and the bridge for passing ma-

nure, c passage of 4" at the head of the cows, v position of the ventilators in the middle

e horses mangers, h metal water troughs, one to every two stalls, i metal corn boxes (1/8

sphere) each of the drinking troughs in the horse and cow stables is filled from a tap. A
reservoir in the stable loft fed bd a windmill supplies the water to the stock and the dwel-

ling.

Residence and farm buildings.—Mr. Ferland is the strongest competitor

on these heads. The dwelling house (Fig. 1, pi. I) 31' x 38' with a kitchen

bm ex of 44' x 18' is beyond question the most notable of the competition in

nl! respects (see, for division, fig. \a). The joiner work, painting, furnish-

ing, division, accommodation, ail are first class and arranged with good

taste. It is supplied with all modern conveniences : hot water heating appa-

ratus with radiators in all the rooms of the first and second stories, water-

works and cistern, drainage pipes, bath-room and water closet, etc. The upper

part contains four large rooms, besides the passage and bath-room. There is

nothing, however, in the way of extravagant luxury out of proportion to the

income and the position of the competitor. The cellar is provided with grated

windows, that of the kitchen holds t lie hot water furnace and a cistern or re-

servoir for a reserve supply of water utilizable in the event of a stoppage of the

water works of the farm, which by means of a windmill, draws the water from

two different sources, the river, and a well when the former falls too low in

summer.
;

The farm buildings arc also comfortable, while being of simple and eco-

nomical construction (see figs 1 b. and 1 a). The stables are located 6 feet

highet than the mows at each end. and 7 feet and a half Over the surface of the

toil, which obviates raising the animals during Hoods and permits the for-

mation of a fine manure pit underneath apart from those shown on the above



129

figures. Mr. Ferland has all the dependencies and other buildings necessary

to his farming as above enumerated, namely :

i. Laundry and bake-house, with dairy and shed near the kitchen 20' x
45-

2. Grain shed and workshop, 20' x 30'.

3. Wood shed, with ice house, 20' x 30'.

4. Root-house for potatoes, 30' x 40' over which the carts can enter, and
provided with 10 openings above or traps into which the loads are thrown and
which can each hold 300 bushels of potatoes, without rendering it necessary

to go down inside to spread them. Filled to within 1 foot and a half of the

floor, this root-house can hold 4000 bushels of potatoes.

The spaces between the potatoes and the floor and between the latter and
the roor ate nneci with dry touder. t'he straw absorbs the humidity of thi

house and the potatoes and the latter keep dry and sound. Four ventilators

are coupled two and two in two central chimneys.

5. A farm hand's house 24' x 26'.

6. A waggon shed and a piggery 20' x 44' and 20' x 24'.

7. An implement shed and tobacco drier 20' \ 30' and 35' x 30'.

8. A tobaco drier 20' x 30'.

9. A barn for hay 30' x 40'.

10. A building used as a store for tobacco 26' x 30'.

it. A tobacco drier 30' x 60'.

12. A i' ibacco drier 28' x 1

20'.

13. Two barn- for haj In-low the middle of the farm 30' x 40' and 50' x
50'.

14. A small economical building used as a smoke-house for smoking
meats. The fireplace con ists of a cauldron of to to 12 gallons sunk in the

earth; The fuel used to pn >duce the smoke is sawdust and the cobs of Indian

corn. Mr. Ferland smokes his own hams and bacon for home consumption
ri-.nl El ir sale.

15. At the Wood Swam]) a barn of 1
10' x if x 13' besides another one

01 50' x 311' x 12' and some, other buildings near the rivei Bayonne.

Implements. The '.nth! of farming implements is large, appropriate and

well kept. A e ma) mention a high pressure pump with pulvei izer for spraying

potatoes with Paris green ami Bordeaux mixture, a potato digger, a potato

sieve and a chemical manure spreader.
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Drainage system.—This consists in ditches and ordinary trenches in good

condition and keeps the farm suitably drained.

Choice and preparation of seeds :—Mr. Ferland buys his seed wheat (Ma-

nitoba") every two or three years and often imports seed potatoes. For planting

he selects as far as possible tubers of the same size. He uses the Bordeaux

mixture on his potatoes.

Stock.—7 horses, 17 Ayrshire and Canadian cows, 2 heifers and 6 calves,

2 brood sows and 12 shoats, plus some 50 fowl.

The horned cattle are not superior for a reason which Mr. Ferland him-

self admits and deplores . The meeting of so many herds on the " Common "

and the lack of an agreement between the interested proprietors of the pastu-

rage rights to purchase and use in partnership bulls of an improved breed are

the cause of somewhat injudicious crossing and of the difficulty met within im-

proving these herds, of which Mr. Ferland's cows form part.

The pigs are good grade animals and are fed on clover, shorts, and skim-

milk. The cows are kept on hay, straw and distillery waste, which the com-

petitor obtains at a distance of a few acres from his farm.

Real improvements.—Besides the construction of the house, barn, stables,

water-works which cost $650.00 with a reservoir of 2600 gallons and of near-

ly all the other buildings above mentioned, Mr. Ferland has made on his farm

all the agricultural improvements calculated to favour the success of his farm-

ii g, such as the better location of certain drainage ditches, re-arrangemen1 of

his beds and fields, clearing of the bushes along the edge of the ditches, raising

01 the ground around the dwelling and the buildings and on the road to the

barn, improvement of the texture and composition of the soil and consequent

increase of the farm's fertility by the use of lime, chemical fertilizers, and fre-

quent enrichment with stable manure, etc.

Success.—In 1873, Mr. Ferland was the owner in real and moveable va«

lue of about $7,000.00, besides $2,000.00 in money, making j n all $9,000.00

. he is worth from his farming, at least $40,000.00 in land, buildings,

1 [ant, toi I
. cash and insurance policies. We leave to these figures all their

eloquence in proclaiming the cflicacity of the assiduous, application of business
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principles to farming, coupled with the competitor's ability and skill. The

gold medal of this competition could not be more surely won or mure worthily

worn than by Mr. Ferland. Long ago, he earned for himself the reputation

oi an eminent farmer in his county, and beyond it, among all who could appre-

ciate his work and his success, so that the palm that has been awarded to him

will surprise no one. We venture to add that the gold medal of the Laureate

will do more than reward his labors and his triumphs. It will do honor in all

oilier respects his personal merit, so widely acknowledged as an upright citi-

zen who reflects credit upon agriculture and society.

In the fear of committing an injustice, we shall take the risk of wounding

Mrs. Ferland's feelings of humility by proclaiming that she is entitled to lay

claim to a goodly share of her husband's reward, for it is only necessary to

cross her threshold to at once recognize her powerful contribution to his suc-

cess and honor.

2. Mr. THEOPHILK TRUDEL. (94.55 points)

Mr Trudcl lives about half a mile to the west of the church of St. Pros-

pere, a flourishing little parish at the foot of the Laurentian range, in rear of

Sie. Anne de la Perade. I 1<- owns 305 acres of land. 210 being under cultiva-

tion, consisting of several lots, one, 6 x -'5 acres being south of the road, and

another 1 x 25 acres apart from the wood lots—on the north side, where are

ud the principal farm buildings.

The soil of tin- farm, especially "ii the north side, is of superior quality.

h is mixed soil with a base of deep granulat ideal soil, as n i

to work ami suitable for all kinds of crops, amongsl others vegetables, ha I

wheal Thi re abundanl everywhere. The drainage is easj and

good. Watei 1. upplied to the bock from springs and from an aqueduct,

d with a m
1

a thousand sugar-

\i the fool of the slope, i" 1' t. is the orchard sorro

m. and conl od apple trees m full bearing.

,uis m this part nf tli> cultivation

and the growth ol varied product It is a small zone of privileged land.
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Mr. Trudel's farm has a good house, good out-houses and farm build-

ings. The barn and stable constitute the chief feature. Fig. 2, pi. II, shows

the nature and importance of these buildings and the well-to-do condition of

the owner. The interior arrangement of the bonse and farm building is good.

Mr. Trudel has not less than 50 head of horned cattle including yearling calves.

Apart from some head intended for slaughter, the cattle are of registered Ayr-

shire and Canadian breeds ; some of the animals are remarkable. Mr. Trudel

is an excellent breeder who strives successfully to improve his herds, which ae
well kept. The sheep, to the number of over 30, are also thoroughbred ; the

17 pigs are of good breed. We likewise observed a well filled poultry-yard.

If we are not mistaken, we found one head of horned cattle to about 3J/2 acres

under cultivation, which is a good proportion.

In 1902, these herds brought in to Mr. Trudel the following amounts

mentioned in his entry for competition : Cattle, $400.00 ; Fat hogs, $250.00 ;

Milk taken to creamery, $813.37.

Mr. Trudel began his career as a farm owner 35 years ago. He inher-

ited a farm of 2 x 25 acres worth about $1,200.00 and $2,800.00 in money,

amounting in all to $4,000.00. He now estimates his real estate at $15,500,

find his moveables at $2,500.00, making $18,000.00 in all. This does not

seem exaggerated and is a fine success. He has made a good use of the talents

given him. He has spared nothing to give his family a good education,

seeing that three of his daughters are nuns and one of his sons is a priest with

the Sulpicians.

Mr. Trudel's system is good and his work is of the best. The ridges are

straight and of good width, but some seem rather round ; we also saw some

that were too short. Nevertheless, the general appearance of his fields denotes

careful cultivation and the general order is good. The house and farm build-

ings are amongst the best in the competition. The stables recently built on a

stone foundation are first class from the standpoint of the use to which they

are destined.

The house has a good cellar with 5 compartments : one for fruit, one for

1 bakery, one for the hot air furnace, one for the bees and one for vegetables,

etc. \n aqueduct carries water to the house, to the buildings and to the ad-

joining fields.
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The implements are numerous and excellent ; we found a hay-press in

addition to the usual plant on good farms.

The improvements to the realty consist in : the building of the sta-

ble, the turning and filling in of a water-course for a distance of 500 yards ; re-

moving stones and filling in— hundreds of cart-loads of stones have been re-

moved, buried in the ground or used in making drains, foundations, etc.,—the

clearing of sixty acres on the three lots ; the improvement of the ridges, wa-

ter-courses, fences, and in fact of the whole farm.

The crops consist of 04 acres of grain and green forage ; 2) 2 to 3 acres

cf vegetables, 95 acres of hay and 55 acres of pasture.

Exhausting crops, E>uch as grain and hay for the market, predominate. The

natural fertility of the soil can stand this system, but impoverishment of the

so ;i
,
though as yet but slightly or not at all apparent, is bound to follow and

in the sums obtained from the sale of products in kind, a certain amount repre-

sents the value of the elements of fertility taken away and not replaced by ma-

nure, for he has no other fertilizer than his farm manure, with the exception

of some sixt\ bushels of wood ash ntain the balance of fertility winch

is scientifically insufficient. Nevertheless the soil grows well. After him

luge .' as with many others.

.Mr. Trudel's ploughing is good
;
he tries to get the best seed and not to

lose any manure ; the latter is used for the hoed crops and for the meadows

that need it most.

The orchard is often manured with farm manure and live ashes.

The winter food of the pi^ consist of cooked roots, skim-milk and

ground grain.

Dry haw chopped hay, scalded ami mixed with bran make up the chief

food of the milch cows in the spring and fail.

Hay is likewise the chief winter food of the sheep : it is prepared and

mixed cows.

Accounts.— Mr. Trudel keeps his accounts well on the
I Stem.

1

1

akindofh le in which he enters the birth, and

irks of his animals. This is a praiseworthy practice which all fanners

Id imitate.
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The amount of cash receipts for 1902 is $1617.25 and of the expenditure

$736.76, leaving a surplus of $880.49, or $4.19 per acre under cultivation.

Mr. Trudel comes in a close second with 94.55 points in the competition

for the gold medal. This entitles him to the congratulations of the Commis-

sion in which we have no doubt his fellow-citizens, who take an interest in

agriculture, will join.

Mr. Trudel is still vigorous and can look forward to the chances of 3

fresh competition, his most redoubtable competitor being now out of it.

3. Mr. PIERRE LAVALLEE (94 points

/

Mr. Lavallee lives 2 miles east of the Great Northern Railway station, on

the Berthier road, m a region of good clay land, yielding plenty of good hay.

The farm entered by him for the competition consists of two lots containing

in all 190 acres, 170 of which are fit for ploughing.

The photograph of the house and buildings, fig. 3, pi. II, shows that Mr.

Lavallee's farm is not the least important in the competition. The fact of the

windows being closed is due to the absence of the family at the Berthier exhi-

bition when the artist went to take a view of the house. It is easy, however,

to judge of the value and appearance of that pretty and comfortable dwelling

which is beyond contradiction a first class one in every respect for the purposes

of the competition. It measures 36' x 30' with an extension kitchen 17' by

20'. The house is well laid out and has all modern conveniences and com-

fort. The furniture is in keeping with the finish of the interior. Excellent

water is supplied by a suction pump from an artesian well.

The farm buildings are comfortable, numerous and well-kept. Mr. La-

vallee is one of the first competitors in tin's respect (see fig. 3, pi. II). Never-

theless, we should prefer more light in the stables ; two more windows in

fronl would not seem to us too many. Light is beneficial to cattle ;
there

should be no fear of having too much light in the stables. The piggery is

one of the besl in every respect that we have seen in the competition.
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The barn and stable (see fig. A) 106' x 30' with the cow-stable in the

centre and a shed at each end. has a manure shed in an annex in rear. The

principal buildings are roofed with sheet iron and have good foundations. All

the buildings' and farming plant are in good condition, clearly denoting the

farmer's spirit of order and administrative ability. The drainage and culti-

vation are very good, obtaining 90 to 100 points.

The soil is properly improved, especially as regards cultivation ; never-

theless, the division of the main lot with regard to regular rotation is not per-

fect.

The accounts do credit to Miss Lavallee who keeps the Dalaire book per-

fectly and also a note-book in connection with the seeding and crops. Her

g i book-keeping has earned the praises of the Commission and the maximum

of points. Last year, the receipts were $] [88.34 and the expenses $1083.02,

leaving a surplus of $98.72, but in this expenditure are included all the disbur-

sements for construction and painting of buildings, the purchase of large agri-

cultural implements, the education of two girls and other disbursements char-

geable to capital, all of which if deducted, bring the profits of the farm to

$912.84, or ^r,--J per acre under cultivation.

Under the head of improvements to the soji, we note the ditches and

spreading of the mud from them, straightening water-courses, making

from a grove of maple trees with from 1000 to [200 spouts, the improvement

of the garden, ploughing in green manure, a trial of liming, putting plasl

the meadows, the boring of an artesian well yielding 27 gallons of water per

minute.

The stock, including a thorough bred hull and cow of Canadian breed, is

good, hut there might he a few more milch cows. The app HI for

the relatively small number of cows, 13. is the production of grain and hay for

saie. for 200 bushels of grain and 80OO bundles of hay. bringing in S500.OO,

were sold in [902, while the revenue from the creamerj was onlj $364.84 for

,g lbs. of milk.

'I' he g.inU 11, . 11 ide of the house, i-> well cultivated and contains

grape vines and other fruit, and a varietj of line ve-

getables, It i> a 11 eful orn imenl to the pri iperl \

.
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Mr. Lavallee inherited the land he farms, but has improved it considera-

bly as regards cultivation, water-courses, fences, ctock and buildings which de-

bly as regards cultivation, water-courses, fences, stock and buildngs which de-

-v circumstances and prosperity on the part of the owner.

Mr. Lavallee is not content with farming well, his personal meritorious

actions win him the consideration and esteem of his friends and of his family.

His agricultural merit has won him 94 points which give him a very honora-

ble place in the competition.

/"

- rmcosi
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Fig. 3 I'l II Mr. Pierre Lavallee's farm, St. Norbert.

Fig V Division of the barn and stable of Mr. Lavallee. a manure shed ; b shed ; cc

mow ; (Id threshing-floor ; e horse stable ; f cow stable
; g implement shed ; li small corn

stable.

4. Mr, CHARLES BONIX (91.70 points)

Mr. Charles Bonin's farm consists of 170 acres. 125 of which are under

.cultivation ; it is 4^ x 33 acres on one side and 30 on the other. The soil

*h excellent loam, level as a table and eminently suited for growing bay which

** the chief crop. This rich bottom land can grow bay for a long while with-

i>i manure. The drainage is amongst the best we have seen ; all the ditches

ire in very good order. Apart from this very important point, the treatment

of the soil, although generally good, did not appear to be superior everywhere.
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We believe that deeper ploughing and more perfect harrowing would be pre-

ferable. The rotation of crops and the division, as on nearly ail the hay-farms

we visited, is not perfectly regular. Some fields are left to grow hay as long

as they yield satisfactorily. We remarked fields on Mr. Bonin's farm which

might have yielded, like others, from 50 to 100 bundles inure per acre, a few

years younger.

The oat crop had suffered from the spring drought as had all others on

farms with the same soil as Mr. Bonin's. Deep or rather sub-soil ploughing

would, as a rule, obviate this in similar circumstances.

The crops that won the highest proportion of points arc : 2 acres of

wheat, 3 of barley, 1 of buckwheat. 2 of potatoes and some fields of ha] 2 01

3 years old, fine and clear.

A field with a mixture of clovers lor pasturing pigs deserves special men-

tion and one 1 if the highest ro ites of the o impel itii m. It is a thick mat 1
if tender

grass, succulent and nutritious which, with skim-milk, should suffice for the

rapid growth of a -mall herd of line young Yorkshire pigs.

The chief feature of Mr. Bonin's farm is his house of elegant style, well

Finished ami well painted both inside and out. well laid out up-stairs ami down-

stairs, well finished ami comfortable to the highest degree, (see ti:;- 4. pi 111 )

A good aqueducl supplies excellent spring water to it and to the farm build-

ings. The barn and stable are comfortable and of good appearance but the

lianie work is rather weak.

The garden to the easl of the bouse grows a variety of fine vegetables

for domestic consumption ami for sale on the local markel
; .;.; lines of beei

in the young orchard produce excellent bone)- from the clover, supplying a

c; to the table and bringing mi mey into the Farmer's pocket. We must

also specialty mention as one of the farm's chief features the line herd of

Holstein cows a portion of which is shown in fig. 4, pi. 1 1 1. It is one of the

best milking herd in the lection.

The itocl if the follow Jul; : 3 hi it

,-. (
. .it

; 30 head of cattle, 15 being milch-cows ; 8 swine, 1 sow and 7 young

pi^s
; [2 sheep, 11 "i which ire farmed : [o hens and some hundn I

< us. K\\ the stoi 1 m.
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The accounts are kept in a praiseworthey manner, on the Dallaire sys-

tem, an inventory being taken yearly. The total receipts and expenditure for

1902, were :

Receipts $ 1 543-5 :

Expenditure I37 I - I 8

Balance $ 172.33

In the expenses the following items are included :

Purchase of a bull $ 50.00

Purchase of implements 125.00

Education of children 400.00

Total $575.00

This should be added to the balance of $172.33 making the profits of the

$747-33 01" $5-9§ per acre.

The chief improvements, apart from the buildings, are : the ditches which

ait sufficient and well made ; the application of lime and plaster to clover

which has produced remarkable results. tis

The crops consist of 34 acres of grain and vegetables, 50 acres of mea-

dow and 40 acres of pasture.

Like many others. Mr. Bonin sells every year a portion of the fertility of

his farm in the shape of hay and grain. In 1902. the sum of $280.50 was ob-

tained from this. The 18 bushels of lime and 5 barrels of plaster used can

replace wholly or partially only the lime taken away from the soil, without

proof that thai element is indispensable to it. Potash, phosphoric acid and

nitrogen arc certainly not restored. If nitrogen can be retained in sufficient

proportion for the cultivation of clover, the two former, especially phosphoric

acid, musl be reduced by the produce sold.

But tin's does not prevent Mr. Bonin from being a good, progessive and

piosperous farmer. Possessing a certain amount of education he knows how
to take advantage of it in the management of his affairs and in well kept ac-

As In- has a high opinion of education he gives his children a su-

perior one, He is ably assisted on all points by his worthy wife who. in ad-

1- the work devolving on her as a fanner's wife does industrial work



Pl,ATE VI

Fig. in. Giant Elm probably the largest in the Province. Repenligny, Lower
L'Assomption,—neighborhood oi Messrs Turenne & Poucault
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ILilh her young daughter for the adornment and comfort of her pretty house ;

the excellent manner in which the latter is kept does credit to her ability and

jcultivated taste.

Mr. Bonin's farm has won him 91.70 points which constitutes a good
uccord.

5. Mr. DELPHIS TUREXXE (90.60 points).

Mr. Turenne lives about half a mile to the east of the church of St. Paul

VErmite, on l'Assomption river, in a fine country with a fertile soil extending

from the village of Charlemagne to the town of l'Assomption, to which the

quietly flowing and graceful river with is banks bordered by giant elm- gives

a charming aspect. ( See fig. i<>. pi. VI ). We must admit that the neatness

and guud order of the excellent farms in the flourishing little parish of St.

Paul L'Ermite contribute in a great measure to the beauty of the land-cape

and the appearance of rural wealth admired by all who visit that smiling val-

ley. In this same place lived the young ami enterprising farmer who won the

gold medal in the last competition fur tin- section and whom death has since

snatched from his family, to loss of agriculture. The parish of Si

Paul L'Ermite is beyond contradiction the most advanced in the county of

rAssomption with regard to the breeding of improved stock and t.> farming

generally, and Mr. Turenne i- nut the least of the many laureates of Agricul-

tural Aicni m tin- sturdy little parish. If he ha- not succeeded in winning

tin- gold medal tin- year, il was b weather last spring was particu-

larly unfavourable t" In, soil and In- crops, and he had t<> contend against

ci impel in 11 - pi issessed of ability and -kill beyond the ordinary. But, like his

i"ion*victorious fellow-competitors, he ha- issued with honor from the contest.

His farm measures 5 Cres, forming an area of 1511 acre-.

Tin- -uil ii the lower and middle parts of In- farm 1- excellenl alluvial

Boil, and thai of the upper 1- -m ly, it
I oil of bin -liejnh pel

meable claj which keep the earth cold in damp and when a prolonged

di u, hi. hi . iporates all tin- surfao the yield of the crops i- more or

a > ••'. I- i' .mid. to the : competitor, w hen we

visited hi farm
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Deeper ploughing in the fall and enriching the humus of the soil by plen-

tiful applications of farm-yard manure or by ploughing in clover should ad

vantageously modify the composition of the soil in this part of Mr. Turenne's

iarm. It might also be improved by a slight alteration in one detail, that is

by pasturing on clover meadows instead of on stubble, as Mr. Turenne does

with several of his fields, and in giving a top dressing of manure in the spring

Fig D Sketch of Mr. Turenne's farm.

lo the Firsl year's pasture, if the seeding of the meadow has nol had a prepa-

ratory crop of roots with manure. Pasturing on stubble is always a mistake,

whatever may be the accidental circumstances that necessitate it, and tins de-

vas always manifest to the Commission whenever this system <>t pastu-

ring \\ as i< illi iwed.



Plate V

Fig. 7.—Farm of Mr. D Turcnne, St. Paul I, Enuite, Co L,'Assompt :

oi'

Fig. 8. Farm of Mr. Paul I.avallee, Berthier (en haut).

ii [08. Garault, St. Jacques, Co Montcalm
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The middle part of the farm, a rich basin of friable grey soil, would gain

Istill more in productive power, we think, if the level of the water in the dit-

Iches were lowered a few inches.

The cultibation, drainage, fences and repairs, as well as all things con-

nected with order and cleanliness are very praiseworthy.

Mr. Turenne is a skilful ploughman and a hard and courageous worker

who spares no effort when he undertakes to improve his farm. He owes his

|
agricultural success to these qualities as well as to his financial and adminis-

; trative ability. He is an excellent breeder of improved stock, and his reputa-

tion as such extends throughout the province. He is one of the m< >st exten-

sive exhibitors of Ayrshire cattle and Leicester sheep in the county of l'As-

somption ; he has eben distinguished himself in provincial exhibitnons.

The farm is divided into nine large ami three small fields, apart from the

garden and orchard—see fig. D— Without being theoretically perfect from

every standpoint, tins division is a good one and in nowise prejudiciable to

regular rotation. The fences are excellent, being made of cedar with two

iron 1/4' pins.

The rotation is given as follows : first year, cereals or oats "ii fallow,

according to the soil ; second year, hoed crops with manure ; third year,

barley with fodder seeds
; sixth ami seventh, pasture and green fodder. Some

fields outside of this rotation alternate between grain and pasture or hay.

Mr. Turenne -rows hoed crops on a fairly extensive scale and these

ciops, with the 111111110 itl) contrbuted to cleaning his land and in-

creasing his yield of hay. gram. etc. lie sows only clean and heaby seed,

and changes ii every 5 01- <> years, IK- rools Ins meadows in the spring in

places where the fro I has lifted up the soil.

lie sells hay and -ram. Imi buys some thirt) t"iis of manure to restore

to his s, ii] the elements of fertility taken away by th< >se pr< iducts in kind. I le

thus maintains the equilibrium of fertility.

Huns,- and farm buildings.- See fig. 7. pi. IV. — The house is an old

atone building kepi in good repair, well panned and comfortably laid out. The

farm buildings are also commodious, comfortable, well kepi ami in excellent

( lition. The whole of the ham is floored. There is also an excellent hay

ham on the western lot. See fig B and C
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Amongst his plant which is very complete and first class, we noticed a cir-

cular saw for cutting fire-wood and a pulverizer with 3 jets for spraying the

potatoes and apple-trees.

The accounts are excellently kept in a Dallaire book. Miss Turenne w.io

has charge of them is to be congratulated on her thorough knowledge of the

subject ; a professional accountant would hardly do better and yet she ac-

quired her knowledge only in the elementary school of the village ; this does

.redit to the teacher and to her pupil.

These accounts showed for the year 1902 : total cash receipts $26?5.49

and total expenditure $1869.43 leaving a surplus of 737.06, being $4.98 per

acre under cultivation. In the expenditure are included amounts paid for the

purchase of agricultural implements, lumber for building purposes and a life-

rent. The proceeds from milk taken to the dairy amounted to $587.53. The

oi'ne receipts were from the sale of horses, fat cattle and calves, sheep, pigs,

rowl, eggs, oats, hay, potatoes etc. The improvements to the soil are exten-

sive, judicious and add considerably to the value of the farm. They consist

in removing stones, making ditches and covered drains in the alley, 30 acres

of stone drainage, ditches filled in and made in better places, spreading the

mud from the ditches, levelling the farm road, making a good alley leading to

aii the fields, repairing and maintenance of buildings etc.

Stock.—This consists of 7 working horses, 2 colts. 1 light stallion
; 36

head of cattle of all ages, 21 being milch-cows. 2 bulls (1 old and one young

one) all Ayrshires ; 19 Leicester sheep ; 15 Yorkshire pigs. One poultry-

yard contains about 140 fowls of various breeds and good quality. The total

stock amounts to 50 head of heavy cattle or about one head For every three

1 land under cultivation, which is a considerable proportion for thai sec-

1 11 m 1 if ci luntry.

The most noteworthy crops are hay and barley.

The orchard, although small, is Fairly good and shows that apple-trees

1 grown in the valle) of L/Assomption river to supply local needs, We
; an excellent little vineyard qf Canadian vines whose Fruit is made in-

ood \\ inc.
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Fig. C.—Section of a stall in the cow-stable.

I pasture. 31 1/2 acres ; 2, Peas and oats, 22 acres
; 3, Oats, 15 acres

; 4, Pasture, 13

acres ; 5, Meadow. 22 r/2 acres ; 6, Meadow. 12 acresa
; 7. Meadow, 15 acres

; Hay and

roots, 19 1 2 acres ; a grain and roots, etc ; b House and out houses ; c yard, etc ; d gar-

den, etc : e enclosure ; f hay
; gg hoed crops ; lih small rocky hill ; i orchard and farm-

buildings
; / highway ; k lower part of hill : II alley.

Domestic industry is successfully carried on in Mr. Turenne's house where

a number of industrious and active grown-up daughters under their mother's-

tuition, do c redit to that branch of rural economy.

Mr. Turenne began his career as a farmer with very small pecuniary re-

sources consisting of a few hundred dollars earned as a voyageur. He has

honorably met his obligations incurred in taking possession of the paternal

farm, apart from the life-rent of $200.00 he still pays yearly to his aged mother

He has purchased another lot next to this father's farm ; has paid off

the capital of the seigniorial rents ; has repaired the house and farm build-

ings ; has built a barn, a shed and a piggery ; has planted trees, put up new

fences and made all the improvements already mentioned. He has renewed

his herd by the purchase of thorough-bred breeding stock, spending for that

purpose the money won in prizes at the county and other exhibitions. Al-

though barely of middle age he has nearly finished settling his family comfort-

ably and everything leads to the belief that he will pass many days in peace,

comfort and consolation, thus honorably enjoying the fruits of his labor and

his success. He has earned a total of 90.60 points. As we have already said

the spring weather was disastrous to his crops. It is easy to see what his po-

sition would have been had he obtained 3 or 4 points more for them.
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Fig. 12.—Some of the herd of Ayrshires belonging to Mr Clis Rivc-t, Joliette.

Fig. i;v — Dwelling of Mr, II (
', Young1

, Bristol Corner. Ponti

Fig, i
i

Bai n in 1
• abli timl< if Mr Thoa Mi Dowel 1, Shnwville
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6. Mr. CHARLES RIVEST. (89.40 points.)

The area of this farm is 130 acres, all fit for cultivation. The soil is

clayey in the lower part and mixed sand and clay in the upper, and is good

everywhere. The line of the Great Northern Railway runs obliquely through

the lower part, spoiling the division to some extent.

Mr Rivest's chief merit as regards his farm lies in its suitable division for

a rational rotation, also his thorough drainage by good ditches and by means

of wide ridges of 50 feet and over on the widest stretch of the farm. This is

considered by Mr Rivest as the greatest improvement for facilatating drainage

and cultivation. But these ridges must be well made without projecting or

concave furrows, with a slight, imperceptible slope toward those that serve to

drain off the water in order that they may have the desired result.

Mr. Rivest has not neglected his stock which is of good quality. His

cattle are Ayrshire and 8 al least are registered, (see Fig PI. V I He strives

to improve his herd. The stock consists of 2 working horses and j colts
;

zj head of cattle. 10 being milch-cows ; 8 sheep
; [3 pigs anil a good num-

ber of poultry, lie lias been awarded [3.80 points under this head. It is

good but the Commission has seen better.

The general system of fanning, the division of the farm and the instal-

lation are good (See fig. E) The buildings call for no special observation.

Nevertheless tin- horse and cow stables are fairly comfortable and well laid

out in tin- center for attending the cattle. There is a silo and a feci room

with a boiler for heating water or cooking food. Two barns one at each end

of thes table, 60' and So' respectively by 30', contain thepigger) and sheep fold

and constitute the principal farm buildings. The poultry house ma) be point-

ed out as having obtained the maximum number of marks : it is well situated,

well lighted, health) and in good condition. There is also a line shed, 60' \ 28',

divided into three compartments for grain, wood and vehicles. A tanl

quid manure under the stable floor collects the urine. We noticed amongst

lia implements a / e :oi -i aider.
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Fig. E. Mr. Rive t's barn and stable.- aa, piling floors

table ; I , feed-room v ith boiler

/>. piggery ; cc, compartments

threshing floors ; h, silo ;
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The accounts which are not so well kept as those of some other competi-

tors enabled us with the aid of noU taken from memory to get the following

iigures which we give subject to reserve : Total receipts for 1902—$1641.50 ;

total amount spent in cash for the farm $207.00 ; profit of the farm $1434.50

or 01 1.03 per acre. It should be observed that Mr Rivest employs no outside

labour.

The chief improvements to the farm consist of drainage, levelling and the

making of some stone drains. The best crops have been awarded 90 and 39
points. The meadows and pastures are good. The chief crop is hay, 70

acres, against 38 or 39 of grain, green fodder and lured crops and 20 acres of

pasture. The green fodder makes up for the small area of pasture.

Mr. Rivest is now 66 years old ; he has owned his farm for 31 years,

lias greatly improved it as has been shown and has met with good success. He
has good agricultural ideas as regards theory and practice and puts them

piofitably into practice on his farm. He understands breeding cattle which

he keeps and treats well. He has obtained 89.40 points.

With higher marks for buildings and some other details he would have

equalled the highest competitors.

7. Mr. EDWARD GB Ml \M. (89.05 points)

Mr Graham lives in the 3rd. range of the township of Bristol } miles

from the station on the Pontiac and Pacific Junction Railway and 3 miles from

tne steamboat wharf on the ( (ttawa in a fine and rich farming country.

The picture of Mr Graham's farm (fig. 5 PI, III) shows that he is not

a 3rd. class fanner. The farm lias a fine apperance The house is firsl class

as regards interior fini h and comfort, furniture, the number, the convenient

and economical disposal of the out houses and the general installation.

Tin- farm buildings are sufficientl) numerous and comfortable and sym-

metrically disposed which gi 1 (hem a fine appearance. Still the cattle stables

might In- better laid • litl w ith regard ti 1 eo mi mi) in attending the animals 1 See

1 Fa)
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Fig. Fa—Sketch of Mr. Graham's farm-buildings.
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A good avenue leads from the highway to the house and farm ; it is bor-

dered by fine maple-trees for a good distance.

Fig. F.—Shetch of Mr. Ed. Graham's farm.

The farm consists of [50 acres, [30 of which are under cultivation and

20 are in forest. (see Fig. F.) The soil is high and sandy in two parts and

clayey and level throughout the greater part which is excellent land. The

crop is very g 1 and consists of 14 acres of wheat (go % 1. 36 acres of oats

1,1 acn of beet roots, rape etc. (905? 1,53 acres of meadow ( 100 ^ )

and 32 acres of pasture (90 '.
I. The orchard 1 ily [3 apple-trees.

As may be seen, Mr. Graham grows a good deal of wheat. Wecould mention

to tiie praise of the farmers in the western part of the province thai they grow

mure wheat than is done in the central countries.

Mr. Graham's chief point sinus to he the raising and fattening "I" pigs for

the market, especially for supplying lumber camps. (Fig 6 PI. IV) shows a

lot of 90 of all .I'm- The) are White Chester crossed with Berkshire. The

milch cows 1 to) are no1 equal t> > the pi l;> cither in number or in quality. We
in i ii ed si >me head < if catl le fi n slaughter.

The chief improvement we noticed tile draining. This

rded |..50 points, We are pleased to e< thai the importance of drain-
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age is highly appreciated by our western country-men.

.Air. Graham has an agency that compels him to be absent for a long while

at a time from his farm. This was doubtless the cause of his losing several

points in certain details which would have been better had the work been done

under the master's eye. This prevented Mr. Graham from standing as high

in the competition as he should have on account of his ability and agricultural

merit. The rules governing the awarding of points did not allow of his ob-

taining more than a total of 89.05.

WINNERS OF THE SILVER MEDAL

1. Mr. P. A. GOUIN (88.80 points).

The farm of Mr. Gouin, merchant of the city of Three-Rivers, is situate

in the St. Catherine concession, a short distance from the city. It is a fine

[arm of excellent alluvial soil, with suitable barn and stables, well cultivated,

well divided, with an excellent herd of Ayrshire cattle, all registered. (See

fig. 11, pi. VII).

The farm consists of 126^ acres, 80 of which are fit for ploughing. The

general condition of the soil, of the plant, buildings, fences and crops—to say

nothing of the cattle, whose condition is irreproachable,shows that Mr. Gouin

is not only an amateur farmer but also one who understands farming as well

as he does business. Judging by the figures given in his entry, he obtains

good profit from his farm and cattle while they are a source of agreeable re-

creation to him.

Me sells hay, butter and cream, milk, pigs, cattle for breeding, etc. But

] , bu) bran and grain to feed his stock and manure to enrich his soil so thai

it does no1 exhaust itself. Several acres of root-crops
( 100 <f) show the rich-

ness of the soil and the quality of the farming. The grain, hay and pastures

arc equally good. Souk- meadows, however, seemed a little old ; in fact,

some are 8 yens old. The manure is spread on the hoed crops and mea-

dows.
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The orchard, consisting mostly of young trees, is fertilized in the fall with

ashes spread at the foot of the trees.

The quantity of roots grown by Mr. Gouin enables him to properly feed

his cows and pigs in winter.

Amongst other useful improvements, we could point out six culverts or

ditches with earthenware tiles at places where they run across the farm road.

The house and farm buildings are very suitable and comfortable. (See

fig. ii, pi. VII).

Mr. Gouin's fondness for farming makes him very useful to his fellow-

citizens of the agricultural classes through the good example he gives them

and his efforts and success in getting a herd of improved pure breed which

will contribute to the improvement of the other herds in the neighboi

(See table of points for the remainder).

Mr. Gouin has been awarded 88.80 points which make him the first

amongst the winner of the silver medal in the class of amateur farmers.

2. Mr. AMEDEE FOUCAULT (88.75 point

Mr. Foucault lives on Ij'Assomption river, z\ miles east of St. Paul

1'Ermite. The farm, which is wide and not is 106 acres in extent.

The land there, though forming pari of the level and deep alluvial basin form-

ed by the confluence of the great diluvian currents from the north and east,

is nevertheless slightly undulating, that is to say there are small rocky eleva-

tions betweei oil. This gives rise to both local faci-

iitie and difficulties as regards drainag 1 fertile, but

when I badlj drained the productive po\ : '\ reduced. Mr. Fou-

cault has proba6lj been more alive than am of the other leading farmers of

tin place ti
I
thoroughly draining his land in order to get the

I
|hi- ible benefit from its fertility. 1 ntly, he has spared no

effort i well kept, wherever the same were
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to thoroughly drain the low-lying and level lands, and enable deep ploughing

to be done, being careful to spread the earth taken from the ditches in the in-

dentations so as to make the surface of the soil level. This principal work

done, he removed from his fields the many stones that covered them in some

places. At present, his farm is certainly one' of the best in the competition as

regards order and cleanliness in every department : plant, fences, buildings

and crops. The crop was abundant everywhere with the exception of some

patches of peas. It must be said that this crop was light throughout that sec-

tion. It was not th competitor's fault. If Mr. Foucault had devoted to the

improvement of his stock the same intelligent efforts he has devoted to his

land and crops, and if his house and farm buildings were equal to those of

the other competitors as regards style and laying out, he would certainly have

been on a par with the strongest competitors for the gold medal, inasmuch as

he has lost 6 or 7 points under those heads and under that of accounts.

Mr. Foucault applies himself successfully and rationally to having good

hoed crops : !
A an acre of beans. 2 acres of potatoes, y2 acre of Indian corn

for grain, 3, 4 acre of Indian corn for fodder were awarded IOO
fi.

The pas-

tures which, under present circumstances, we consider the principal crop, were

awarded 100 #.

The fences, made of good cedar, were irreproachable in every respect and

were awarded the maximum number of points. Order in the field shown by

good ploughing, good wood ridges— 14 feet—even and well made. was award-

ed J.JO out of J. 25.

The house. 28' x j(V, is not a first class one. but it is neat, comfortable and

in good repair. A good shed 40' x jj with a laundry or summer kitchen jo'

\ 22', a place for fire wood, another for vehicles and a grain loft, constitutes

an economical and comfortable out house.

The farm buildings (see fig. (A are solid, neat and in good condition,

bin on the whole their shape and the disposal of the places for the stock are

nol sufficiently improved. They consist of a barn with two threshing-floors

across 78' x 28', a horse and a cow stable 54' x 25', with a porch 10 feet

having a poultry house at one end, the sheep fold at thei ither end and a thresh-

ing floor between tin- horse and the cow stable. The gable-end of this build-

ing communicates with a front corner of the bam by a covered passage. The
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placing- of these two buildings so as to form a right angle toward the north

shelters the yard against the north-west and north-east winds. The lighting

is not sufficient. This defect which is found in three fourths of the farms,

does not prevent Mr. Foucault from having good ordinary buildings. He also

has a good implement shed of recent construction.

Mr. Foucault did not make up his mind to compete until shortly before

the competition. The actual condition of his farm is its usual one. This is

an additional point in his favor. We have only a small piece of advice to

give him and that is to devote the same ability and prudence he has displayed

in other things to the improvement of his herd of cattle so as to make it still

more productive. This will enable him to get a better return from his pas-

tures.

We would further add that the division of his farm and his rotation can

still be improved to attain perfection.

We have to congratulate Mr. Foucault for his success which has earned

SS.75 points, but in justice to his aged father, the true author of the agricul-

tural improvements we have pointed out and who lives with him on the farm,

we must say that the prize obtained by the son in this competition should at

tiie same time crown the father's true merit.

3. Mr. PAUL LAVALLEF (88. jo points).

Fig. S, pi. V, shows Mr. Paul Lavallee's pretty farm on the edge of a

deep ravine, the bottom of which forms a good pasture shaded by large elms

on the edges of the ravine and which constitute a graceful ornament for the

house. 'Ilir latter is 28' x 32' with an extension kitchen id' x i<)' and like

that of Mr. Pierre Lavallee (the third competitor for tin- gold medal), is tst.

class and well laid out in every respect. A pretty garden containing fruit

and vegetables stands to the east. The principal Farm buildings consist of a

bam 70' x 30' with the horse-stable at the north-east gable-end, surrounded

oil tlie east and north by a pent house in' \ So' and 10' \ 30' containing the

l ile
1 see tig. 1111 ) .The disposal of these buildings is fairly convenient

toi the care of the animals. The cow-Stable is very well arranged ; the ani-

mals are separated only by a bar to which the halter is attached. Tlic pig-



155

ery 16' x 25' is divided into 5 compartments separated by a yassage ;
this

s a good division but some of the boxes are a little small for several pigs.

Fig, 1 1 and Hi.—

1

'

''•"
"

'"'
l

'

tables dilil barn

tpai 1
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Mr. Lavallee also lias, apart from other good ordinary out-houses, 6

other fodder-barns 30' to 50' long and 24' to 30' wide on his hay farms.

Mr. Lavallee has 289 acres of land, 200 being fit for ploughing ; 60 for

the farm on which he lives ; the remainder is in the valley of the Bayonne

and in the alluvial basin on the bank of the River St. Lawrence. This means

that these lands are very fertile which Mr. Lavallee farms especially for grow- <

ing hay which is the chief crop. The cultivation of grain and roots is carried

on chiefly at the farm where the house is and the manure is applied there.

Mr. Lavallee has not neglected cultivation and suitable improvements for

properly farming this fertile land.

But his chief speciality is the raising of thoroughbred stock fur which he

gets many prizes at the exhibitions. Besides nine horses, 2 of which are mares,

2 other working horse. 2 two year old colts and 2 yearling cults. Mr. Laval-

lee owns 42 head of cattle : 4 bulls. 2 Jerseys, 1 Ayrshire and 1 Canadian. 22

milch-cows including 7 two year old heifers, 5 Jerseys, 9 Ayrshires, 7 Cahn,"'-

dians and 1 grade giving on the 23rd. July 565 lbs. of milk a day and 16 young

animals.—2 Jerseys. 9 Ayrshires and 5 Canadian — making in all 9 Jerseys,

[9 Ayrshires, 13 Canadian and 1 grade
; 36 Cotswold sheep, young and old

;

35 pigs including those of the year — 15 Yorkshires', 12 Berkshires, 2 Tam-

worths and 6 grades. This stock obtained the highest points (14.50 after

Mi. Gouin 1 [4.60). The only feature to which a farmer can object is the

number of various breeds in the same herd. But it must be said that they are

all good milking breeds and then there is the casual revenue from exhibitions

which is often not to be distained. In any case, Mr. Lavallee undoubtedly

renders great service to agriculture by raising good herds of the best breeds in

mi iiry and by treating them so as to keep up their qualities. The cows

• lit kd in winter on clover,, bran and ground grain, the sheep on clover and

'Mil f< idder.

Mr. Lavallee Inns concentrated foods with a portion of the proceeds de-

lived From the sale his hay. lie use> plaster on the meadows and polatoes.

plo some bushels of lime and spreads ashes and manure under the apple-

1, iiler are pinned 111 March ; it would be better if done at the be-
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ginning of May. Manure is spread on meadows, pastures and the potato*

rows when needed.
farm Qn

Personal note and success. Mr. LaNallee mnemeu i

touch he has resided and which he has cultivated on his own accoun for^9

years, and 80 additional acres. He has bought the other acres he own. He

be- with 3 working horses, one yearling colt, 4 cows, 5 sheep 2 pxgs 10

fZ"and an ordinary set of farm implements without any capital m money^

^ family consists of 3 daughters and 2 sons to whom he has given a good

education One of his sons is a priest and one daughter rs a nun He lues

"
, ins other son who is married and who promises a good posterity. Mr.

la lis success and other qualities have won him the esteem of Ins negh-

bours. He has long been a director and president of the agricultura ^
of the county of Berthier and has often ben called upon to act as judge m the

exhibitions of neighbouring counties.

The 88 20 points awarded him and winch give him the third place in the

competition for the silver medal, have been well earned.

4. Mr. JOSEPH GAREAULT (87.5° points).

Mr. Gareault lives on the east side of the Grand Kan, St. Jacques of

Montauban 2/2 miles above the church and one mile below the.Great Norths

i R. Station, in a region remarkable for its rich soil, its charming scenery

"
sfinemaple groves covering the limestone hills scattered r the P *

.hove all f.>r the spirit of progress, the agricultural advancement and the com

rt of its inhabitants. [t is the land of tobacco, a high class quality of which

Tows here in t. client high soil.of the hill-sides from whid
1

he ston«

have been removed [t is likewise the land of fee maple sugar and syrup

may be stated witl t flattery that the industnous and enterpnsmg spu^o

"sLabil have leth E St. Jao he richest and mos

d Ashing in the Provin, fC bee, Of c M,
<
areaul, ,s one

.

•

phalanx of distinguished agriculturists who h, greatl; ^ to the

Lneral development and prosperitj of their parish b) their varied and wel

, luctedf; and by the many extensive improvements they have mad

totheir farms in the way of buildings, fences, stoning, drainage, etc., but above
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ail by improvements in the cultivation of tobacco on a large scale and its cur-|

ing.

Mr. Gareault's farm is go acres in superficies (3 x 30), 75 being under

cultivation. It offers all the advantages and comforts of abundant and varied

production.

The engraving, fig. 12. plate VIII, shows the position of the house and farm

buildings. Economy and comfort are obtained to a. fair degree but there is

nothing very particular to point out in the details with the exception of o cook-

ing apparatus or boiler whose pipe appears in the picture and shows that Mr.

Gareault prepares the food of his stock, amongst others of his pigs which he

raises on a large scale. A long while ago and before the time of agricultu-

ral lectures, he became aware of the profits to be realized in the raising and

proper feeding of good herds of swine. With the help of rootcrops such as

carrots, beet-roots, of clover and of skim milk, he has had a herd of young

pigs every year—at last 2 for each milch-cow which were slaughtered in the

fall giving him some thousands of pounds of meat and yielding him a hand-

some amount of money. With the aforesaid crops. Mr. Gareault finds it very

easy to feed and fatten economically two pigs for every cow.

Rotation.—Mr. Gareault follows the 9 years system as follows : 3 years

ploughing ; roots, potatoes, Indian corn, tobacco, etc., grain, one third or from

8 to 9 acres being hoed and manured ; 3 years meadow and 3 years pasture.

This shift cannot thoroughly fit in with the rotation but it is theoretically good.

Mr. Gareault bins every year tooo lbs. of the Capelton Victor chemical fertili-

ze! which is applied to the hoed crops to make up wholly or partly for the fer-

tility taken away by the tobacco. He also buys a couple of tons of ground

grain and bran for his pigs and his milch-cows.

The chi< f sources of revenue of the farm are the cow-stable, the piggery

and the tobacco en ips.

Deep ploughing is practised in the heavy soil which is good gray loam,

suitable f< <v wheat and for hay.

The fences and fields arc in good condition.

The drainage of the soil is excellent and is effected by good ditches, by

several stone drains and by ploughing with wide ridges.

Selct tion and preparation of seed grain.

'flic seed is changed every 5 or (> years'. All, even that which is purchas-
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ed, is suited because he has already ben deceived as regards the cleanliness of

seed he has purchased, some of which contained seeds of weeds

Manure.—Is carted in winter to the fields where it is to be used. The
stable where the young cattle are not tied up gets a litter of chopped straw sev-

eral times a week and is cleaned out twice during the winter. This method

of keeping young cattle, also followed by our western copetitors, is very fa-

vorable to the production of manure.

Mr. Gareault applies the manure to the hoed crops rather than to the mead-

ows but he never pastures the latter in the fall.

The quantity of manure per acre is about 80 horse-loads and of the Vic-

tor fertilizer for Indian corn from 500 to 600 lbs. It would be better to use

less manure at a time and to use it oftener, as there may be a loss ,,f fertiliz-

ing matter.

The pigs have warm winter quarters. The sucking-pigs are weaned at

the age of six weeks and the basis of then food is skim-milk. From the age

en weeks they get a handful of dry oats three times a daw. the quanti-

ty being increased as they grow older. Later on they are fed and fattened on

looked roots and potatoes with a little ground peas and oats etc. The pigs

kept over dining winter are fed on scalded chopped clover with ground grain.

The cow s are fed twice a day with a mixture of chopped fodder— 1 3 hay

and _'
,:; straw—scalded, with a meal of dry fodder at noon. Those in milk

get two mashes a day or a mixture of roots and ground grain. The sheep gel

three meals 1 if cli iver a day.

Improvements to the soil.—The highest mark of merit is awarded to

these ; the) are extensive and effective, consisting in : the removal of •

and the making use of the same to erect over 1 too yards oi n -| to

wide at the base, and 4 feet high, t8o yards having a dram underneath

and 900 yards of drams with trenches from 3 to 1 feet deep
; the removal and

1 ng out of the mud from the ditches
; making up the ploughed surface

into wide ridges of 70 feel : filling in and levelling fn im 300 to 600 yards of

replaced bj those of the wide ridges ; the improvement

1] drj land on the hill sides with claj from the ditches mixed with man-

ure. Mr. Gareault t; thai the lattei process has increased the yield over

too pei cent. Oat which, previous to the improv< menl of the soil, \ ielded
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only 3 for i bushel sowed now yield over 10. The soil grows good wheat at

piesent. In 1901, 8V4 acres and g
1/* bushels of seed yielded 230 bushels of

nne wheat.

Oats, tobacco. Indian corn and hay were 100 r/. Mr. Gareault grows a

lew acres of green fodder and feeds it as often as twice a day to his cows from

the month of July.

He has found from his experience that from 500 to 600 lbs of Victor fer-

tilizer are equal to 50 cart-loads of manure as regards production. The latter

is better than the former with regard to the aroma and combustibility of to-

bocco. In his opinion, Indian corn is the only crop to Which the former is

best suited.

Mr. Jos. Gareault is the nephew of the late Mathias Gareault, a farmer and

resident of the same place, who, 30 years ago gave his co-parishioners the most

remarkable and the most fruitful example of extensive agricultural improve-

ments and who made his farming pay in every way ; his example has been

profitably followed by a great many intellegent farmers of St. Jacques and of

the neighbouring parishes in the same limestone region. To say that Mr.

Gareault is a fervent disciple of his worthy uncle is the highest praise that can

be awarded him. His improvements have earned him 14.85 points, the total

being 87.50.

We would add that Mr. Gareault has settled two suns in his neighbour-

hood, each on a small but good farm on which he has erected a suitable house

and farm buildings. His success and the general esteem he enjoys attest his

merits.

5. Mr. ONESIME DEMERS. (87.40 points).

Mr. Demers is the strongest competitor of Allumettes Island. lie lives

2J/2 miles from Chapeau and 5 miles north of Desjardins' wharf opposite Pem-

broke. His lot is TOO acres, 90 of which are in good cultivation. Mr. Demers

excels by the variety, the abundance and the quality of his products, by the

order in his fields, his crops, his fences and his house and by some good im-

provements of the '-oil such as : clearings, drinking places, gates, fences. bridg-

es, plantations etc. The crops includes 5
1

_. acres of wheat, 90 % of the points
;

24 acres of oats. 100 ; 8 acres of peas 90 ; '4 acre of beans and 2 1
j of po-



i6i

tatues, 95 ; i acre of Indian corn, ioo ;' 26 acres of meadow, 90 and 31 acres

oi pasture, 100.

The orchard, well fenced in, contains 125 apple-trees nearly all yielding

and belonging to about ten varieties, besides 5 vines. But its special feature

consists in 30 improved hives standing under the trees and bringing in a com-

iortable revenue to Mrs. Demers who has charge of that department. A single

hive gave her 70 lbs of honey. She manages it according to the best known
systems, being provided with all the most improved apparatus and utensils, and
with good works on apiculture besides works on agriculture generally. She
gets \2. 1/l cents a pound for fine honey. The bees are wintered in a good, high

and dry cellar. The photographic plate giving an interesting view of the or-

chard and of Mrs. Demers apiary has been spoiled and we are unable to give

an engraving of them.

The plantations of forest trees consist of several hundreds of soft and

hard maples as a border and a grove around the house. The latter is well

situated on a hill, at a distance of some 150 or 200 yards from the highway
overlooking the whole farm.

The buildings are fairly numerous ami comfortable compared to the others

of the same locality hut there is nothing worthy of note with respect to them.

Mr. Demers. like the other competitors of this region, has a stable or shed For

the loose cattle in winter. The cattle arc in sufficient number for the farm

bt:l there are not enbugh milch-cows (6). We observed that sufficient atten-

tion is not given to dairying in that part of the count) of Pontiac. There is

no creamery or cheese factor} on Allumettes Island. The herd, consisting of

grade cattle with no g 1 milking strain, needs improving. They are better

suited for beef than foi null, and such cattle are not better either for |>«

lor milk. As a rule more cattle are reared for slaughter than for mills pro-

duction. \\ e >hall have occasion to mention several other competitors

count}- who have bought good bulls ami who have g 1 1 >urham cov\ s or heif-

er,.

Mr. Den consists of 4 working horses anil 2 colts, 34 head of

es, 47 sheep, [9 pigs ami from 150 tc. [60 fowl,

[4 being 1
•

ter 1- made in the house on an improvement of the old system.

Ago in the vicinitj would be useful to the farm-

ers of Mlmiirtir- Island and Chichester ; it would promote the rearing of

ows and pigs and increase these two import am -"iinvv of rev enue.

Sii- Di mers
1

farm li t him by his father

subject a life rent which he h inting to $150/1
e. Hi ther came from the St.l igi tin parish

1 1
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cf St. Vincent de Paul, county of Laval. While paying his debts, Mr. Demers
has continued the improvements already begun : clearing, removing stones,'

excavating and straightenning water-cources etc. He was married 25 years

ago to a Miss. Guimond, formerly of St. Jerome. Encouraged by the late

L arc Labelle, Mrs. Demers did not hesitate to leave her family to go west to

carry on colonization practically and live in comfort without neglecting her

tiade as a dress-maker. An educated woman, she loves education, and has

Helped to send her two sons to study farming at the school of the Trappist Fa-

thers at Oka. This now enables them to farm properly and to render great

services on their father's farm. Mrs. Demers' father, a native of Ste. Anne
des Plaines, an old man still full of vigour, lives with his son-in-law.

Mr. Demers has gained 87.40 points and this success does him great cre-

dit.

Mr. MATHIAS FERLAND (87.30 points).

Mr. Mathias Ferland, of Ste Elizabeth, lives a good mile east of the vil-

lage on the south bank of Bayonne river. He owns 116 acres, 36 being in

forest land ; the remainder, constituting the farm proper, is a lot 2 acres by

40, 65 being ploughed and 15 with the stumps still standing and a small wood

used for pasture . (See Fig. I) The soil is chiefly clay, level, with few stones.

Some fields consist of rather cold soil not of the best quality. But Mr. Fer-

land, who seems to kno wsoils well and also how to treat them.has applied him-

self to giving his land the most suitable treatment by improving its division,

b\ re-making his ridges and his fields which are all regular and of good di-

mensions, and above all by having good well-made ditches and spreading the

mud therefrom. The farm is well levelled, well worked and kept in perfect

oidcr. Good meadows exist where formerly nothing grew but weeds (turkey

grass and other kinds.) The fences, implements and buildings are also in

good conditii in.

The house which is not as well finished as those of some other competi-

lois. is comfortable and well laid out.

The crops are good as a rule. The grain and pastures are excellent but

some meadows are weak from old age. Mr. Ferland grows hay chiefly and

it is one of the principal sources of revenue of the farm. On principle, the

g of a larger herd of milch-cows would bring in as much money while

exhausting the soil less. It is true that Mr. Ferland buys a few barrels of
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Sketch, of farm and explanations

a, lower hill-side — potatoes 1 1/2 acre, meadow 3/4 acre, b meadows 3 3/4 acres ;

c, house, barns, garden and yards ; d, pasture, 7 1/2 acres ; di, oats and peas, 6 acres ; e,

pasture, 13 1/2 acres
; f, meadow, 16 acres

; g, meadow, 16 acres ; h, pasture (bush-wood)
10 1/2 acres ; i oats, 4 1/2 acres

; /, hay barn, 40' x 30', very good ; li, alley and farm-road.
p well- closed in.

piaster and some bushels of lime and ashes which he spreads on his meadows
but this is not enough to restore the mineral elements of fertility.

He owns some thoroughbred stock but his herd can be improved both in

number and in quality.

Accounts.—Mr. Ferland himself keeps his accounts to a sufficient extent,

lie has a journal of receipts and expenditure in cash with many notes in con-

nection with his sugar bush of 1300 spouts and with his crops. He has a good
memory, makes up his mind promptly and surely without scratching his ear

and looking up at the clouds, to give the requisite attention to his farm, its im-

provements and his crops. He reasons out his actions.

In 1902, the total receipts were $881.11 and the total expenditure $572.

^3 leaving a surplus of $303.78 or $4.75 per acre under cultivation. The ex-

penditure includes disbursements for the education of his children, the pur-

chase of implements and machines, repairs to buildings etc.

Improvements and success.—When Mr. Ferland bought his farm it was

far from being in its present condition. He has cleared the greater part of

ir ; has made all the ditches, all the cross and division fences ; has built his

house, a dairy, a barn for hay at the upper end of the farm ; has repaired the

old buildings that are now fairly comfortable and has erected a manure shed.

In [883 Ins farm was valued at $1500.00 and his plant and stock at $400.

CO. At presenl the former is worth $3000. and the latter $984, an increase

of $1500 for the former and $584 for the latter. Mr. Ferland considers that

his property is now worth $6000 for agricultural purposes and his personal ad-

vantage. Mr. Ferland has been awarded 87.30 points entitling him to the

silver medal. •

7. Mr. HUGH Y< lUNG (87 points).

Mr. II. G. Young of Bristol Corners lives at a distance of one mile from

r Ottav and •' From Bristol station. He owns one of the fine farms of

th< town hip ituate on a level plateau of good soil. The farm— 100 acres

1

•

8, i" being in forest land.—has a prettj house with good out-build-
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lugs, well finished and laid out, having around it a nice plantation of maple

trees, a good kitchen and fruit garden and an orchard. (^See fig. 13. pi. X).

The farm buildings are suitable although there are better in that sectii >n.

They consist of a stable and carriage shed 21' x 48' (21' x 30' for the stable

and 21' x 18' for vehicles) ; a piggery 21' x 15' divided into 4 compartments ;

a good new barn 65' x 32' x 16' containing a statble 22 feet long with a poultry

house at the end ; another of squared timber 30* x 40' with a threshing-floor,

containing a stable for loose cattle at one end ; a grain shed 20' x 25'. These

buildings are on beams resting on good stones. The installation, the symme-

try and the disposal of the buildings as a whole might be better.

A ravine, down which flows a stream, runs across the farm 150 feel from

tne buildings, h is full of fine elm trees, fenced in and serves as a permanent,

shaded pasture for cattle. This piece of ground cannot be used to greater

advantage.

The cultivation Iridges, ploughing etc., is well done : the crops, which are

ate drained with earthern tiles.

The cultivation ridges, plaughing etc. is well done, the crops, which are

good and very clean, consist of 15 arcres of wheat, 8 acres of barley, jo acres

of oats, 50 acres of peas ;

'

|
acre of beat 1 oj -. 1 acre of pota-

toes, z)
i
acres of fodder Indian corn, 15 acres of hay. 20 acres of pasture that

can be ploughed.

The orchard proper contain- some twenl ' with

truit and 5 vines. \ few hives of bees in il .make honey for family use.

Tin- sti d con I e colt, all Clydes
; 33 Dur-

ham cattle. 7 being milch cows and 8 calves ; 36 Shropshire sheep, young and

old : 5 adult Chester and Berkshh young sows

(Seefig. 15, pi. IX), 3 sows with 30 sucking pigs
;
about too Plymouth Rock

and I ,egl 1 fowl, a f a fine Hock of Y . ese.

Mr. Young devotes himself to producing meat : beef, pork, mutton etc..

ifitable in il' 'i localitj
.

Nevertl eless

Mr. \, mng's ri ital i< Hows' : 1st* 2nd. and 3rd

1

heal and then oal lasture.
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Thus one half the farm and more is ploughed every year. This year, over 50
acres were ploughed. Such a system, without manure from outside, is^ne-

cessarily exhausting. Mr. Young, however, buys some tons of bran and ground

oats which he mixes with his farm produce to feed his pigs.

The farm accounts kept in a special book called :
" The Farmer's Manu-

al and Complete Account by J. L. Nicholls M. A., Toronto, " are fairly com-
plete.

The accounts of sale given by Mr. Young for 1902 are :

Wheat, 300 bush., Oats, 300 bush., beans, 30 bush $ 335.00
Butter, 150 lbs , 30.00

Milk taken to creamery, 1563 lbs J 35-36
Cattle for slaughter, pigs etc., etc 533-oo

Total $1033.36
Cultivation and other expenses for farm 700.00

Balance $ 333.36
being about $4.00 per acre ploughed.

The chief improvements to the soil, apart from some work done in re-

moving stones, clearing etc., consist of 24 acres of drainage, well made and

effective, of fine maple-trees planted before the house and the orchard.

Mr. Young is certainly an enlightened farmer of great merit and the 87
points awarded him will procure him a proof of his labors and of his succes.

8. Mr. EDWARD BLAIS (86.90 points).

He resides 2 miles north of Ste. Flore Station on the Great Northern R.

R. He owns a large farm, 400 acres, 12 x 30 or 35—200 being under culti-

vation, 75 in pasture not suitable for plaughing, 125 in forest land, an orchard

with some 20 good apple-trees, a good garden.

The farm, intersected by several deep ravines, consists of level plateaux of

good soil, light at the lower and middle parts, more clayey in the upper, built-

able for cultivation <>f all kinds. There is an abundance of good water and

of good pastures with groves of trees in the ravines. It is an excellent farm

in every respect fur raising and keeping cattle for dairy purposes. The drain-

age is easy and good.
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Fig . J._Division and disposal of the principal buildings on Mr. Blais' farm.

a, fo<ler barn ; b, c, d, shed, barn, cow-stable ; c, f, horse-stable, barn
; g, hh, p

with pigs outside.
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The house is first class, large—25' x 38' two stories high, surrounded

by a verandah, with an extension kitchen 20' x 20' It has a very good cellar,

waterworks and good furniture. In front is a flower garden (1).

The buildings are of the usual style and there is nothing worthy of note

ill connection with them, but they are fairly good and comfortable for a com-
paratively new country. (See fig. J.) Apart from those mentioned in this

figure, there is an isolated barn 30' x 40', two wood-sheds, a dairy attached to

the kitchen, an icediouse where the milk is skimmed with a hand separator, an

even with a roof. etc.

The implements are sufficient ; amongst others is a reaper and binder.

The fields are in very good order, the cultivation is good and the crops

excellent. Everything on the farm denotes advanced farming.

Stock.—7 good horses
; 49 cattle. 15 being milch cows. 2 bulls, 10 head

for slaughter, 10 fine heifers and 12 calves in average condition, grades and

thoroughbred ; 46 Leicester sheep, cross and thoroughbred : 1 3 grade pigs.

Foints awarded. 12.

Crops. — Barley. 2 acres, oats, 93 acres, buckwheat, 8 acres ; flax, 3/4
itjrre

;
potatoes, 2 1 2 acres ; Indian corn. 1/8 acre ; meadows, 68 acres

;
pas-

ture suitable for cultivation, 25 acres. Points awarded, 28.55.

Domestic industry is profitably and skillfully carried on.. The spinning

wheel and loom are held in honour in Mr. Blais' family. Wool and flax are

woven and knit into durable stuff for clothing and house linen.

Improvements to the soil.—Good ditches and furrows well kept, ground

well levelled ; 10 barrels of plaster are used every year ; good farm roads,

ridges, trenches ; levelling in one ravine : besides the clearing and putting

under cultivation of from 60 to J^ acres of good land in 22 years.

Mr. Blais is a native of Ste-Anne de Yamachiche. He first settled at

St. Elie de Caxton with no other capital than his axe. After living \- years

clearing a lot and selling the timber on it, he sold it and purchased for

1.00I the farm he now occupies at Ste-Flore on a small fertile plain at

Uk entrance of the Laurentides which surprises the traveller who visits it for

Hi. firsl time. Hi si ir led him to a good spot, He values his property at

1 1 i We regret lluit the artist attached to the Commission was nimble to,

to Ste-Flore l" phot igraph Mr. Blais' fine house
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$i2,ooo and his plant and stock at from $1500 to $2,000. This is a satisfac-

tory increase for 22 years labor on fertile soil aided by lucky speculations. Mr.

Blais is a good example to follow. From a poor settler he has became one

of the most well-to-do farmers of the province. He has easily obtained the

86.90 points that give him an honorable place in this competition. Aged 62

years only, and still possessed of a young man's vigour, he can hope for a long

enjoyment of the fruits of his labour.

o. THOS. B. McCREA. (86.75 points).

Mr. McCrea lives in the south west corner of Chichester township on the

Ottawa, in a pretty but isolated spot where nature is still somewhat untamed

and where one breathes the air of lumber camps and of first settlements. At

this point, the head of Allumettes Island, the Ottawa forms the bike of the

same name, studded with islands more or less pittoresque, several of which are

connected by bo, mis holding immense quantities of logs and square timber

iruni al>< i\e.

Mr. McCrea owns 350 acres of level land mostlj fairly good loam, the

remainder being sandy or very rocky. A considerable portion is still cov-

ered with timber and 50 acres of pasture land not suitable for ploughing.

The stones have been removed From the cultivated portion and it is well

drained The itones have been sold to the lumber companies for filling in the

boom piers or used in draining |J acres. The boles and hillocks have been

levelled in the fields under cultivation ; a water o mrse has been straight'

Lhi farm road, a mile Ion- from the highwaj to the river, through field and

ton lb 1 been levelled and graded and even covered with stones and sand in

some 1 pi

The cull ivatii in is can ied 1 m pri iperly.

The tocl comprisi 8 good C madian and <

'

:

I old,

and two of w Inch >•
f year-

ill grade Durl ims : 27 grade Si
. York-

shire pigs ; .

t part of tl rds quality.

The rotation i folio ear, peas and oats ;
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wheat, oats and roots
;

3rd., 4th. and 5th. years, hay ; 2 years ploughing, 3

years meadow. The pastures are permanent ones' in rocky land or in the

woods.

The seed grain is well cleaned and the wheat is sorted by hand.

Manure is spread on the hoed crops in the spring. Fodder roots are

grown in plots and are fed to the cows, sheep and pigs.

The competitor sells oats, hay, butter, fat cattle, wool, potatoes, etc., to

the amount of $600.00 or $700.00 a year. His chief purchasers are the lum-

bermen. A three year old ox weighing 1000 lbs sells for $30. to $40. ; beef

by the quarter 3 to 4 cents per pound, pork $8. a cwt. It seems evident that

good milch cows with creameries or cheese factories would pay better.

visited his farm.

Wmw^*

,. . _isl *_,_
;

_'S'..,
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.
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Fig. K.—Sketch of Mr. McCrea's barn and stable.

a, floor of barn ; II, fodder trap-doors ; b, front elevation ; c, elevation of south face ;

lines <>f framework.
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House and buildings.-The house is not a first class one but i fairly com

,ble and well finished inside. Apart from the new barn (see fij-K)tfae

r buildings which are sufficient for the needs of the farm, are not worthy

pec a Son. The barn measures 65' x 35' * * above the masonry

iouiEon 7 V, feet high, forming a basement in which are ft*«ables.

ls a good well-built barn of economical construction. See sketch fig. K. it

enlaces in a great measure the former farm building destroyed by fire^ There

are barns and other buildings in the middle of lots on a plateau of good land.

The crop is a fine one and comprises : 8 acres of wheat ij4 of barlew,

Ao of oats 2 /, of buckwheat, 3/4 acre of beans, 1/4 acre of beet-roots. 1/4

acre o^fwedet x/4 acre of carrots, 3 acres of potatoes, 75 acres of hay, 40

acres of pasture.

Mr. McCrea was born on the lot he now occupies and which
1
his father

had taken up long before ; tthe latter was born m^^^'^ C L
var-ced age of 107 years, Ins own father had lived to 104. « Mr MA»
Xws-tSeir exaiple, he may hope to see immense progress made >n t he In

1

Ottawa which he knows as well as his own farm, having worked in the shan

^e for tain his youth. Providence seems disposed to grant tins hope

"on aay n h month of fanuary Ins boat upset in thejoaclum rapids and

£ was ^plunder the icy waters. He succeeded however »«J»J
about iS yards to the shore with no other harm than his violent eff. it and

edd bath When he began to devote himself exclusively to farming;h,

worth about $xooo in all. He now
(

considers hi. capital equal to $7 o

$8000 He has worked hard hut still has enough to do m the wa) l cle«.ni

and oAer improvements on Ins farm to keep him busy for the remainder o

h^days
e

;;thhis „n, 1 le will have time to do it a 1 ii he runs [£™« «*J
in the Joachim rapids. Meanwhile the silver medal earned b) his labo,

reward his courage.

10. Mr. ULDERIC LEGRIS (86.20 points).

Mr Legris who cultivates 1 1- acres out of t20 of g 1
loan, land above

thcchuVcho^StLe .tl rang, in the fertile clay belt at thefool

S
C

tJeUurentfan range, is one of the most remarkable farmers and breeders
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of thoroughbred stock in the county of Maskinonge which claims to be in no
wise behind the county of Berthier as regards agricultural progress. He car-

ries off many prizes at the county exhibitions in all classes of pedigree and]
other animals.

His stock consists of : 5 good Canadian cross-bred horses, 1 yearling

colt. 48 head of thoroughbred Ayrshire cattle, nearly all registered, besides 2
head for slaughter ; 67 Shropshire, Cotswold and Lincoln sheep, 23 Tam-
worth pigs ; from 80 to 100 fowl, Plymouth Rucks and White Wyandottes.

The herds are good and well kept.

The soil is well drained, well stoned, well levelled and well cultivated.

The water-courses are straightened.

The fences are good with excellent gates hung on strong squared posts,

joined at the top by a cross-piece and strengthened with angle irons. (See fig.

L6.)

,;^g5g?2^£>^5^^^^^
<L~ *oZ

if

r
!- J~. .

rrS>>S7>vyv

j
i

I' i-l

I

1

in barn and table, 137' x 38' including porch .>f to' : a, horse-stable,
threshing flooi and piling fli « > d ihei p Ei Id . e, ba: n i"' \ jo' ; /. porch
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The crop is good without being the best of the competition. It consists

: 4 acres of wheat, 2 acres of spelt, 30 acres of oats, 2 acres of peas, 1 acre

01 maslin, 1/4 acre of mangolds, 1/4 acre of potatoes, 41 1/4 acres of meadow
26 acres of pasture and 2 acres of green fodder. There are pastures not suit-

able for ploughing elsewhere.

Buildings.—The farm buildings are numerous, having metal roofing for

the most part, in good repair, comfortable and in good condition. (See fig.

14, pi. IX, and figs. L and ha.)

The sources of revenue are the same as in the case of all good farmers

who follow the system of farming necessitated by circumstances. In 1902,

Mr. Legris says his sales were as follows :

Horned cattle : $ 240.00

Swine 160.00

Sheep 220.00

Poultry 40.00

Oats, 300 bushels 1 50.00

I lav, 30 tons 240.00

Milk delivered at creamery. 60,000 lbs 480.00

Timothy seed 3 T -00

Total $1561.00

The expenditure in connection with the farm amounted to $188.00 only,

leaving for interesl on capital and the labour of the family the ban

amount of $1373 or $12.48 per acre under cultivation. If these figui i

correct, the) are ver) praiseworthy* Nevertheless, the sale of oats and bay

take away from the absolute perfection of the system of cultivation as re-

gards the mentenance of fertility in the soil.

Mr. Legris uses manure on the meadow . the pastures and hoed crops.

With the exception of some plots of vegetables, he manures 4 acres of mead-

ow-land everj year with straw as a top-dressing, and [< ithers with liquid man-

ure obtained from a special tank under the stable
; also <> acres of pasture

with solid manure. With a view of securing economy in fodder and better

food, Mi I idlich he mixes, damps and allows

to fermi ire feeding 1 1

'\\ s.

gress. \t the time of hi [881, when In- reallj I"

.1 farm owner, Mr, Legris was worth $4,500. \t presenl his in-

ventor hows $15,800.00. Tin
1 nal qualities have

\\iiii him ilc
I
his fellow !

I

and is still presidenl ol the agricultm Vlaskinonge.
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As he is only 48 years old, he can hope to live a long while yet and look

forward to the realization of his brightest hopes in his agricultural underta-

kings. Meanwhile, the silver medal gained by the 86.20 points awarded him,

will indicate his rank amongst the distinguished agriculturists of his section.

Mr. Lesris is a first cousin of Hon. Senator Le°ris.

11. Mr. HENRY VERTEFEUILLE (86.05 points).

Mr. Vertefeuille's chief points of excellence are the cleanliness and good

cider of his buildings which are sufficiently numerous and comfortable, the

quality of his fences, ditches, his horses and his crops, also the quality and

good order of his plant, all of which indicate him to be a saving and careful

man who farms with method.

The cattle, grade Ayrshires, are large and good without being of superior

quality. The grade Yorkshire pigs are good.

The area cultivated by Mr. Vertefeuille is 155 acres out of a total area of

165, 34 being situated at the foot of the hill in the alluvial basin of Lake St.

Peter. This is the ideal fertile land of the Province of Quebec.

The remainder of the farm, constituting the greater portion, is on a pla-

teau < iverlooking the lower plain or valley of the lake. This clay plateau is

of older formation, of more compact soil especially at the upper end of the

laim and less fertile. The lower part grows hay without manuring and

seems inexhaustible. The upper part is under a rotation of grain and pasture

nearly always on stubble. This is a defect in the system of cultivation. It

mi\ he said that the lower part injures the upper by preventing it from grow-

ing hay, instead of helping it by giving it its elements of fertility by means

of manure. In t lie upper portion, manure should be spread on the pastures
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and an early crop of clover be obtained before turning the fields into pastures,

by means of the following rotation for instance . ist. year, a mixture of grain,

green fodder and vegetables after fallow ; 2nd. year, wheat, barley or oats

with meadow seeds
;

3rd. year, meadow mown early and pastured at the end

of the summer
;
4th. year, pasture with a top-dressing of manure in the spring

;

5th. year, pasture to be ploughed in in the fall.

Of course, Mr. Vertefeuille does the same as the owners of other rich

hay-farms in the Province and this product is easy to cultivate, gives much val-

ue to farms in that place which is from $120. to $130. an acre.

Mr. Vertefeuille would perhaps sell more hay while producing more milk

if he followed the above mentioned rotation on his farm..

Mr. Vertefeuille's dwelling is a good house in good repair, well finish-

ed and comfortable, surrounded on the hill side by fine tall trees giving shade

and forming an agreeable ornament to the property.

Mr. Vertefeuille who is only 38 years old, was born in the Western

States ; he lost his mother when 18 months old and was brought up by his

uncle Mr. Onezime Vertefeuille who gave him the fine farm he cultivates. His

father who is 60 years old, is an American citizen and lives with the other

members of his family at Somerset, Wisconsin, where he owns 340 acres of

wheat land and several properties in the village. Although Providence de-

prived this competitor of his mother shortly after his birth it has evidently

not denied him all its favours. His success in the competition, in which he is

awarded 86.05 points entitles him to the silver medal.



I3-—Mr. HONORE LEMIRE (85.85 points).

Mr. Lemire lives in the vicinity of the old church of Maskinonge and of

Mr. I [enrj Vertefeuille, mentioned above. 11 is farm is similar as regards sit-

uation, the quality of the soil and the system of cultivation on the hill and he-

low it. It is i_m acres in extent. 117 being under cultivation. This farm has

new house whose well laid out interior corresponds to the well-finished

exterior. In fronl of the house and on one side are fine flower-beds, 2 good

gardens (kitchen and Eruit) looked after in such a manner as to show that .Mrs.

Lemire and her daughter possess the art of combining the useful with the

ag 1 eeable. 1 See Fig. 1 5 pi. IX).
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12.—Mr. JOS. LAPORTE (86. points).

Mr. Laporte lives 3 or 4 miles east of the village of St. Norbert, half a

mile from the station on the Great Northern Railway, on the east side of the

Lonaventure stream, the land, it may be said, of the Canadian cattle of which

he himself is a good breeder. He cultivates a farm of good loamy soil, level,

well drained, 135 acres in extent, yielding good crops on the whole and espe-

cially several acres of good fodder, the surest crop for obtaining milk in sum-
;mer. There are good plots of hoed crops and an excellent kitchen and fruit

garden, well looked after and enriched with a top-dressing of light soil. It

contains from 1 5 to 20 good apple-trees which are yielding though young.

(Fig. 20 PI. XI.) shows the buildings, their disposal and the cattle.

Everything denotes a farmer who has done well. The stock which is good

on the whole, consists of the following : 3 working horses, 2 colts ; 2 regis-

tered Canadian bulls, 14 cows, 6 being registered Canadians, 3 head for

'slaughter, 5 heifers, 2 of which are grade, 12 calves, 6 being Canadians ; 9
Cotswold sheep ; 6 grade pigs and a Yorkshire boar ; from 50 to 60 Brahma
fowls.

Mr. Laporte has a hand separator and makes excellent butter which he

sells every week- at a good price.

If we cannot point out an)' details absolutely remarkable or superior to

others from the standpoint of instruction, we can say that Mr. Laporte's farm,

in its entirety, wins him enough points to entitle him to the silver medal.

Se Fig. 20 pi. XI, and the table of Points.
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The out-houses and farm buildings are similar to those of Mr. Verte-

feuille (No n) and are separated as may be seen by Fig. 15 pi. IX. They are

sufficient in number and quality in every respect.

The soil is well drained and levelled ; the stones have been removed ; it is

well cultivated and in good order.

The herd of milch-cows might be improved ; the cross-bred Canadian

horses are good.

The chief improvements to the soil consist in water-courses, spreading

the mud from the ditches, removing the stones and a drain and embankment
m the garden.

The crop is one of the best : (29.15 points). It comprises 3 acres of

wheat, 29J/2 acres of oats, 3 acres of peas, 3 acres of buckwheat, 55 acres of

hay, 21 acres of pasture and one acre of green fodder.

Air. Lemire's mother, his wife and daughter do excellent work in the way
of domestic industry, such as carpets, clothes, knitting etc. A roll of carpet

made by Mrs. Lemire, senior, at the age of 82 years, won a first prize at the

Three Rivers exhibition. This good old lady is of the vigorous type of the

1. anadians of old. She does not look more than do years of age.

Mr. Lemire is a director of the agricultural society of his county and his

agncultural talents are known in the neighbouring counties which call on his

services as judge in their exhibitions. He has obtained 85. 85 points which
entitle him to the silver medal and diploma of Great Merit.

14.— .Mr. TIloM \S MCDOWELL (85.80 points).

Mr. McDowell lives a mile north of Shawville, a flourishing little town
.md business centre of the township of Clarendon, well built and situate on

the line of the 1'ontiac and Pacific Junction Raihvav. The farm entered for

Competition consists of 2O0 acres. 1 30 being arable land and the remainder for-

est. The house and farm buildings placed on a small hill near the mad pos-

sess every advantage from a sanitary standpoint with a tine view over the

plain around Shawville. The soil is level and of good quality as a rule. The
cultivation is well carried on and the crops are very clean and very good. The
most remarkable features of tins pretty farm are its buildings especially the

barn and stable not vel finished when tli«- Commission went there, ami the

stock.
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This building is ioo' x 40', standing 14 feet above the concrete founda-
tion 8' x 3' containing the stables. The barn proper, over the latter, has two
cross threshing-floors which are reached by means of two inclined gangways.
In the cuw-stables there are two rows of stalls with mangers towards the wails,

a iong main passage in the centre and two feeding passages at the heads of{
the cattle. It also has several box-stalls. The floor is of concrete. It is a
hist class building, well lighted and well laid out. The other buildings them-|
serves seem sufficiently numerous and comfortable. The herd of short-horns
is the best of that breed in the competition. The Oxford Downs sheep also]
deserve high marks. Mr. McDowell has 6 horses, 1 bull, 4 cows. 3 heifers, i

and 4 calves, all registered Durhams, 19 other grade cattle, 8 of which are
cows and 6 calves. 1 Oxford Down ram and 36 ewes and lambs. Fig. 19 pi.

XI shows some head of thoroughbred Durhams.

f
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Mr. McDowell devotes himself chiefly to the production of meat and the

better to attain his end he raises the best breeds for market which is the correct

way. He says that beef pays better than milk ; thus he milks only 5 cows
and allows 6 calves to follow their dams to the pasture.

Amongst other improvements to the soil, Mr. McDowell has carted

swamp muck and put it on sand-hills, and has put sand on black loam. He
generally ploughs in clover after-math on several acres every year to enrich

his soil in humus and nitrogen and keep it in condition for growing good
wheat with which he seeds several acres every year.

The crop consists of 8 acres of wheat, 45 acres of oats, 4 acres of peas,

1/16 acre of beans, i}4 acre of swedes, Y% acre of carrots, l/& acre of parsnips

1 i/'4 acre of potatoes, 4 acres of ensilage corn, 40 acres of meadow and 25 or

26 acres of pasture. Hoed crops with manure and ploughing in clover are

an excellent way of keeping the soil clean and fertile.

Mr. McDowell says he sold last year :

712 bushels of oats at 28 <j- and 105 bushels of wheat at J$ $, making S276.01

4 tons of hay at $7.00 28.00

Milk taken to factory 9 I -37

I roceeds from sale of cattle, etc 1287.75

Total... $1683,13
He says he spent $500. in purchases for the farm, leaving a surplus of

$1183.13 or $9.10 per acre of arable land.

Mr. McDowell is beyond contradiction one of the most deserving farmers

of the fine township of Clarendon and the silver medal to which the 85.80

joints he has obtained will entitle him, is a lasting proof of his merits.

15.—Mr. JOS. PERRAULT (85.75 points).

Mr. Perrault has a fine Farm in the main range of Ste Melanie ; the land

is loamy and comprises several lots of a total area of 225 acres, 210 being

ploughed. It is well drained and stoned and the fields are in perfect order

The buildings are numerous and comfortable considered separately but their

.11 p< isal and g neral o mditions are m >t perfect.

The chief ornament of the farm is the owner's dwelling. This is a fine

I?rge house well built and inn lied, with a water-supply and sinks, excellent

furniture- and verj convenient dependencies, in fact everything required for a

'first class dwelling. See Fig. '0 PI. \l The gardens around it are full of

fine vegetables and small fruit and are irreproachably kepi like everything else

about the In >use, 1" ith inside and outside.

The tock co ear old colt ; 27 head ol cattle

including 5 yearling calves and 1 1 cows 3 of which are thoroughbred Vyi
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shires and i a grade Jersey ; 20 sheep and 6 pigs ; also a considerable number
of poultry. The stock was awarded 12.50 points. This is good but there is

room for improvement.

Mr. Perrault has an extensive sugar-bush with 1900 spouts, which brings

him in a good revenue in favorable seasons.

The crops most worthy of note are : 1 acre of barley, 3 acres of lentils,

1 34 acre of potatoes, 1 acre of Indian corn and •%) acre for ensilage—100

points ; 3 acres of green fodder—90 points. The remainder of the crops is

inferior to that of several other competitors. Last spring's drought which was

so injurious to all heavy soils is no doubt the chief cause of this. But the ex-

hausting system followed by Mr. Perrault may have something to do with it.

He sells a good deal of hay and timothy seed without restoring to the soil the

elements of fertility he takes away from it. Thus in 1902 he sold 100 tons of

bay, 10 tons of straw and 71 bushels of timothy seed. Of course these sales

bi ought him in a tidy sum but the power of production of the soil is reduced

by so much. It should be said that the farms of that locality are not very old

and still contain a considerable reserve of plant food. Nevertheless it is a prin-

ciple of agricultural economy that it is better to be saving of ilj.s initial rich-

ness than to exhaust it.

All things considered, Mr. Perrault is a skilful, lucky and prosperous far-

rier. He began a poor man, with a small farm 2 acres by 30, with inferior

buildings, wifln no improvements and not fully cleared. In addition to other

properties he now owns a farm 30 acres by 6}/>, with good buildings and good

phnt, making him a very well-to-do farmer. He has a good constitution and

possesses great aptitudes which he has turned to advantage for himself and for

his family. He is 56 years old, has 7 daughters and 4 sons who assist him ef-

fectively in his work.

Mr. Perrault is not only a worthy farmer ; in his youth he was a soldier

and wears the medal for the Fenian invasion of 1866, to which the silver med-

al of Agricultural Merit earned by his success will be a fit companion.

16.—Mr. HERCULE MILOT (85.60 points).

Mr. Milot owns 300 acres of land in several lots ; 275 are fit for plough-

ing and 200 acres adjoin the village of Yamachiche. There are two farming

establishments, one in the village and the other where he resides, about a mile

above it. The latter is a pleasant residence on a hill, with tall elms, a garden

and some apple trees (see Fig. 21 PI. XII). The 200 acres aforesaid are of

1 ich alluvial soil that grows hay chiefly ; it is also the best kind of wheat land.

It is well drained by means of good, well-kept ditches ; there are even too

many of them, there is a cross ditch every 125 or 150 yards. The ridges are
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Fig. 21.—Farm o' Mr. II. Milot, V unachiche, Co. St. Maurice.

Farm of Mr Dauuen Lachapelle, Si Esprit, Co. Montcalm.

Fig 23. •oitras, si i inbrii I. Co B





wide and well made but too short owing to the nearness of the cross ditches.

We consider most of these ditches unnecessary and even hurtful. A ditch in

the middle of 2 acres with good furrows and larger ridges, would, we think, be

preferable as regards economy and facility of working and sufficient for drain-

age. This defect seems general or too common in that region. Many per-

sons admit it and are thinking of doing away with it.

The farm is well cultivated and the crops good. The fences are in good
order.

The chief feature on Mr. Milot's farm is his stock
; 5 good horses and a'

'yearling colt : 39 head of horned cattle t6 being cows, 2 bulls and 9 yearling

calves, Holsteins and grades. ( See Fig. 13 PI. VIII)—One of the cows gave

from 60 to 66 lbs of milk a day for 40 days, another 50 lbs—24 Hampshire
down sheep ; 10 good grade pigs.

Mr. Milot sells as much hay and grain as he can ; the greatei portion of

his farm is sufficiently fertile to stand this exhausting cultivation and to en-

rich its owner without exacting repayment, leaving to future generations the

task of paying the debt.

Mr. Milot is not only a grower of hay on a large scale, he also trades in it

and at the same time is an agent for the sale of agricultural implements. These

two sources of revenue allow him to improve his land and his stock and t( > be

classed amongst progressive agriculturists. His family, consisting of several

grown up sons and daughters, are of great assistance to him in the culturWod

his farm.

His S5.60 points entitle him to the silver medal..

i7.-Mr. DAMIEN l.U'll M'KI.I.K (85.55 points).

Mr. Lachapelle lives with his old mother and sistci . ,if ;i mile

from tlie village of St -1 ''.sprit de .Montcalm. 1 le cultivates a g 1 farm 2 \ 30
a'.res. being one half of the farm with which his father, Charles Lachapelle,

won prizes in the competition for best farms in the count} of Montcalm. The
*Tin has not degenerated and farms with the abilit) bequeathed him bj his fa-

ther, tf he has 1 umber of points i1 because the partition

of the farm bel <<n his brother and himself has affected the proportion of the

the division and numl i elds and the rotation which has caused

him to
| ( il points. The farm was formerly badly drained, badlj laid



cut and very rocky in places. At present, with the exception of a couple of

small hills that are not quite finished, it is everywhere well cultivated and yields

well. The soil is clayey as a ride and fertile.

- ^

The chief features of this farm are the order and cleanliness that reign

throughout. There is a place for everything and everything is in its place ; we
would also add the quality and efficiency of the ditches, the excellent work done

m removing the stones which is manifest in the 900 odd yards of stone fences

and 200 yards of drains in good working order. There are likewise a good

!two story house, comfortable and well laid out, with water-works that supply

water to the farm buildings also, and numerous out-houses well placed and

convenient. In this respect it is one of the best dwellings in the competition.

A fairly large flower-garden with trees and a nice painted open fence, separate

the house from the highway (see Fig. 22 PI. XII). The garden and orchard

are to the south east and south west of the house.

The farm buildings are of the usual kind but are in good repair, improv-

ed and economically and coveniently placed.

The piggery is one of the best of the competition. The sheds for vehicles,

implements and grain are sufficient and suitable. The number of points ( 6.50)

awarded by the commission for the farm buildings attests this.

Mr. Lachapelle grows a fair proportion of hoed crops, 5^4 acres, 2j/> be-

ting in tobacco. The latter crop is held in great esteem in the parish of St-

Esprit as well as in the neighbouring parishes of the county. We saw there

1he finest field of tobacco we came across during our whole inspection.

The female portion of Mr. Lachapelle's household carries on domestic in-

dustry with a courage and skill that does it credit. All the bed linen, sheets,

quilts, blankets etc—the towels, carpets, knitted or woven clothing etc. are

made in the house in seasons and on days where outside work is not more ur-

gent.

For his farm on the whole and for his success Mr. Lachapelle has been

awarded 85.55 points entitling him to the silver medal of Very Great Merit.
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18.—Mr. EDOUARD AUBIN (85.45 points).

Mr. Aubin lives in St-Pierre range 3 miles from the Ste-Elizabeth village

land Station on the Great Northern Railway. He cultivates 112 acres of good
soil, the total area of the farm being 135 acres, from 20 to 25 of which are

wood-land including a maple-grove of 400 trees.

The farm is regularly divided into six fields of equal dimensions allow-

ing of a good rotation (See Fig. o). It is well drained by good ditches and
is in good order everywhere. The cultivation and crops are good ; in some
places, however, the ridges are perhaps too round.

58

— nI I I II IsL^

.-• —•.

Fig. O.—Sketch of Mr. Ed. Aubin's farm.

The buildings arc of the ordinary kind bul numerous, comfortable, white-

washed with lime, like ill othei in thai section, well kept and in good condi-

tion. The house is a nice one, well dn ided, well finished and well kept, comfort-

able in ever) r< pect, with an aqueduct supplying both it and the stables with

'excellent water. There i a g I young orchard containing some 60 apple trees,

Jiealthy and bearing fruit, .1 hut Kit 'hen and fruit garden, well cultivated, con-

taining a small vim d various other small fruits which give an appear-
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ence to the farm that does credit to the owner. (See Fig. 24, PI. XIII ) and

ranks him amongrist the progressive and well to do farmers of that region.

Mr. Aubin tried liming with good results. He uses his ashes on the mead-

ows and in his orchard, a purpose for which they are well suited.

Success.—Mr. Aubin began with the farm on which he now resides but

has oreatly improved it, has rebuilt the house, barn, stables etc. and has also

bought 45 acres of land. He has only one son with him and the impossiblity

of obtaining labor compels him to follow an extensive system by growing

chiefly hay and timothy seed which bring in a surer net profit. He sold 200

bushels of timothy seed in 1902. Mr. Aubin is only 58 years of age and,

humanly speaking, can hope to continue his successful agricultural career for

some time to come if he inherits the vigorous longevity of his old mother who

lives with him. That venerable old lady, in spite of her 86 years, sews and

•works like a woman of 50 and can still thread her needle without spectacles.

For his whole work and his successs Mr. Aubin has been awarded 85.45

points which entitle him to the silver medal.

19.—Mr. CHRISTOPHER JENNINGS (85.50 points).

Mr. Jennings occupies the eastern angle of the township of Sheen where

he owns a fine farm of 240 acres fit for cultivation and 50 acres of forest ; the

public highway runs through it. The soil is fairly level with some undula-

tions and is generally good loam more or less light and suitable for crops of

all kinds. There are also several plateaux of excellent yellow soil. The excel-

lence of the crops denotes a fertile soil. It is one of the best farms in the

Ifownship as regards natural advantages for the growing of various crops :

grain, fodder, grass, vegetables and fruit and for the outward adornments that

rural art and ingenuity can suggest. A sheltered orchard south of the house

contains from 25 in 50 apple-trees loaded with fruit ; fine rosy Duchesses

make one's mouth water. Mr. Jennings, finding that the artist and his compan-

ions were fund of apples, insisted on filling their pockets. A clear and shal-

low I
ream flows over a rocky bed between the house and the barns, affording

facilities Eor watering the stock at all seasons and for raising poultry of all

kinds including ducks and geese. The farm is well cultivated as may be seen

by the appearance of the crops,



The farm buildings may be considered the best in the place if we take in-

:o account a barn that has been repaired and raised on a high stone foundation

so as to have in the basement an excellent modern stable, (see fig. 25 pi. XIII)

The many clumps- of trees observed here and there on the farm show that

this is still a new country ; they are pleasing to the eye while affording a shel-

ter to the cattle from the summer sun and a protection against the cold and

damp winds of the fall.

The rocky soil in some places has necessitated the removal of large quan-

tities of stones which have been used in making fences, drains, foundations',

Vidjjes ***-

The cattle consist of crossed Durham and Ayhshire and are fairl) goo 1 :

there is a fine registered short-horn heifer. The herd, including 7 yearling

Calces', consists of 42 head ; there are Si sheep and 17 pigs.

Mr. Jennings makes his butter on the farm. There is no creamery in the

neighbourhood that we know of ; he therefore devotes himself more to the

production of meat than of milk. It seems to us that a good creamery or

cheese factory at Sheenborough would be useful.

Air. Jennings' accounts for the year are as follows :

Grain, 700 bushels $ 336.00

1 lay, 22 tons .' 308.00

Butter, 600 lbs 1
< >-> 00

Cattle for slaughter (6) 180.00

Lambs etc ,(22) 73°°

Pigs 3°-°°

Ti >tal 1029.1 « '

Expenses foi the farm 500.00

Balance $ 5

A'./?.—The figures cannot be complete or the year musl have been a bad

one for, judging i> tin e tenl and quality of this year's crops, the) mighl lie

more than doubled h ithoul e ag< 1 ition.
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(See Fig. 25 PI. XIII and Table of Points)

Mr. Jennings is apparently one of the most prosperous and deserving

farmers of his township. He has well earned the silver medal to which the

85.30 points awarded for all the details of his farm, entitle him.

20.—Mr. JOHN DONNELLY (85.25 points)

Mr. Donnelly resides at about 1 mile from the church of Sheenborough
and 2y2 miles from Fort William. His farm which was visited by the Com-
mission, is one of 100 acres, of which 20 are in bush.

There is a fine kitchen and a fruit garden containing ten apple-trees. The
dwelling is not large, but has a pretty appearance. The land is broken by sev-

eral small gullies. Towards the western end, the soil is sand)- and sandy-

clay and more loamy towards the middle and east : good land for vegetables

and grass, mostly hard-wood soil.

The farm is pretty well divided, an avenue running through nearly its

whole length.

The buildings, located towards the western end of the land, near a brook,

are arranged so has to form three sides of a square and to protect the open yard

to the south against the cold winds. Their site is well chosen and very favor-

able for one of the best farming outfits.

The buildings are numerous ami sufficiently for all the wants of

new building of 30' x 26' x 14' square and a good stone dairy of 10' x 13'
; 85

the farm. We may specially mention the cow and the horse stables ; good
sugar maples and some other trees embellish the frontage along the public

road, the private avenue and the surroundings of the house.

The tillage is good and the crops fine for the nature of the soil. Mr.
Donnelly raises a good amount of different varieties of hoed crops, and be-

tween 4 .-mil 5 acres of several kinds of potatoes.

Stock.— Grade Durham with a good bull at the head ; 25 cattle in all,

including 5 calves ; Sheep, 29 grade Shropshires and Leicester-}. Sivine, 13
grade Yorkshires and Berkshires, the whole of fair quality.
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The stable manure is applied to the hoed crops, especially the potatoes,

ad on the surface and ploughed in.

The pigs are fed partly on vegetables.

Mr Donnelly occupies the paternal farm of which he cleared a great part

His father, a native of Ireland, took it up when it was in bush about 60

aero.

I
Mr Donnelly, who is now 55 years old, was worth about $boo when he

Ik possession of the farm. He is now worth $5000. He has made many

portent improvements. For his farm as a whole, he was allowed the same

Imber of points as Mr. Keon, which entitles him to the same reward.

21. Mr. MATH] AS KEON. (85.25 points)

Mr Mathias Keon lives in the village of Sheenborough. in the vicinity

c which he owns a farm of 200 acres, of which 1 50 are arable. The greater

Irt of this farm is situated on a plateau of good light loam, very fertile, but

to very rocky well divided, very well cultivated and almost entirely stoned.

Re finest fields have been well cleaned and the stone has been used in 8] acres

I fencine not too well made, and in the construction of foundations, wells,

I. o
liry, etc.

Naturally drained, this farm nerd, no ditches : but one wet spol has 1
een

lied up by means of a stone drain 4 acres long.

There is a sugary of 300 spouts.

Mr Keon sows clover seed with all his grain, and it .s probably this ex-

fcllent practice, which, by keeping the soil rich in humus and nitrogen, is the

oi the fine crop of grain, potatoes and hay which we admired in most

If his fields.

The stock is good, consisting of 6 working horses, two yearling colts and

,,- of the year, one registered Shorthorn bull, 12 milch cows, 20 beei cattle,

o voung cattle from i to 3
years, and to calves, the whole of Durham breed

, tore or less pure, a g I dumber being almost pure. The pigs number IX.

The products n ol beef 1 the chief object.

We regret that the photograph of Mr. Keon's fine herd was spoiled.

Mr. Keon follow, thi rotation :
peas, po1 itoes, etc., wheat, oats, hayi a

tears pasture ;
more than 40 acres of permanent pasture.



He claims to have sold in 1902 cattle, horses, pigs, etc., to the extent on
$1250.

The buildings present no remarkable features. They are situated, toge'-j

ther with the dwelling, on a handsome plateau, overlooking a valley.

A good fruit garden, with a fine exposure, deserves to be better kept.

The buildings comprise shelters for the loose animals. This is a way to]

make a good deal of manure and the practice appears to be general in Sheen-

borough and in Allumettes Island.

Mr. Keon uses the Bordeaux mixture successfully in three applications,
j

He was born on the land he farms, which was cleared by his father, a na-

tive of Ireland.

When he took possession, in 1872, it was hardly worth $1500 ; to-day,

with his rolling stock, he estimates its value at $7000. But he has worked
hard to clear it up, divide it and put it in the good state of tilth in which ifc' fj |

to day. Mr. Keon is an excellent farmer, who spends most of his time on his'

faun, where his children work constantly. He aims to do all his farm work
wed and to raise good cattle for slaughter. He has well deserved the 85.25

p. c. points which may be allowed to him under the programme and which en-

title him to the medal of Very Great Merit.

22. Mr. LOUIS BACON. (85.10 points).

Mr. Bacon, who lives one mile east of the village of St. Gabriel, has a

fa in of 140 acres, 100 of which are fit for ploughing. This [arm contains

some rocky hills of yellow sandy soil, but the greater portion is good loam.

It is well cultivated, well drained, has good cedar fences and rnvle; reigns

everywhere. This is its chief feature. Then considerable work has been done
in removing stones, but it is not yet finished over the entire farm. The stones

an- used in making buildings', fences, revetment walls, etc. The stone fence,

however, is not as well made as it might be.

There arc line maple trees around the bouse (see fig. 27, pi. XV).

There is nothing worthy of note in the buildings; but they are very suita-

ble i' ir a farm thai is only in the second stage of colonization.
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Fig. 27.— Farm of Mr. Ls Bacon, St. Gabriel de Brandon, Co. Berthier.

Fig. 28. — Farm, of Mr. J. Montague, St. Leon, Co. Maskino

Fig. 2<). Short Horn calves, Mr. I Berrlgan's farm, Allumettes Island, Pontiac.
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The herd of cattle is not very numerous nor as yet very much improved,

mt the purchase of a good Ayrshire bull by the farmers' club leads to the ex-

)ectation that there will soon be an improvement.

The crop is good (90 to 100 per cent).

Mr. Bacon's chief and incontestable merit lies in his work and success af
a settler who has cleared his own land. He carved his farm out of the

forest. He had only 2 horses and 3 cows and was able to sow only 18 bushels

of seed. He bought for $380 another lot belonging to his father's estate. He
has cleared and improved his two lots, has built a barn, stable, house and nut-

houses. In a word ,he has succeeded in securing comfort and ease for hi- old

days. He is at present worth $9000 without owing a cent. This is c(

ly praiseworthy success for the locality. He is now 68 years old and can rest

on his laurels with the silver medal attesting the happy result of his labors.

Mrs. Bacon, a woman of robust health and virile courage, has vigourous-

ly seconded her husband in his clearing and other work. She spins and

weaves her house-linen and clothing for her family. The glitter of her hus-

band's silver medal must also he reflected on her.

23.—Mr. JOHN MONTAGNE (85.10 points 1

We regret that we have only an obituary notice to give of this competi-

tor. A few days after the artist went to his farm to get a photograph of it. he

succumbed to a violent attack of inflammation of the lungs.

He was a pro;. inner and an excellent breeder of stork, lie had

a good house and farm-buildings (see fig. 28, pi. XV ). owned l; 1 stock in

fair numbers : Ayrshire bulls and cows, Tamworth pigs, Shropshire sheep,

Wyandotte fowl, etc. I lis farm id' 145 acres, of which 1 10 were under tr.',,

veil cultivated, well drained, well levelled and its fields were in good or-

der. The condition and value of the crop bore evidence to the g 1 quality

of the soil and of the cultivation.
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Mr. Montagne put manure on the meadows and pastures and in the p
tatoe rows. All the details of his farm denoted an advanced and well to c

farmer. We have since learned that this fine farm had passed into othi

.hands.

He had been awarded 85.10 points and was entitled to the silver medal.

24. Mr. AZARIE MIREAULT. (85.05 points).

Mr. Mireault entered a good little farm of 60 acres—2 x 30—situate

few hundred yards from Ste. Marie Salome, on the south bank of Vache

creek. The chief features of that farm are the levelling and improvement o

the fields and ridges, the perfection of the drainage and cultivation and th

quality of the principal crops ; also a good little herd of Canadian cattle arj

an excellent kitchen and fruit garden with a good exposure.

The seven years rotation also denotes a fairly well thought out system

1st. year, grain and roots ; 2nd. year, cereals
;

3rd. and 4th, meadow
;

5th

and 6th., pasture
;

7th., peas.

The table of points indicates sufficiently the relative value of the other de

taiio.

Mr. Mireault, who carries on another kind of business, no longer farm;

his land himself and merely directs operations. But he does so with a know-

ledge of the subject that makes his small farm a model for many. He is an

enlightened judge in agricultural matters, especially Canadian horses and cat-

tle. He has been president of the Agricultural Society of the county of Mont-

calm and of the Farmers' Club of his parish and every movement tending to

promote the progress of agriclture receives his energetic and enlightened sup-

port. The number of points awarded him entitles him to the silver medal

which honors his merits and, through him, farming in his parish has made re-

markable pmgress in the past few years.

25. Messrs ISIDORE PARENT, JOS. MARION, ISAAC VALCOUnT.

JOS. ROOSSEL ami CLAIRE MASSICOT 1 i.—^ points).

These five competitors obtained the same total of points with, however,

difference in the details.
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Mr. PARENT owns, to the north of the village of St-Ambroise, a farm

of 5 x 26 acres, 85 being under cultivation. The remainder is wood-land,

partly a maple grove of 1200 spouts. A portion of the farm is high, of

sanc'y and rocky soil ; the other and more extensive portion is good loam suit-

able for hay and grain. The house and farm-buildings are on a plateau with

mapie trees around. The house is properly finished and comfortable. It has

a good aqueduct which supplies also water to the farm-buildings. There is

beside it a garden well filled with fruit and vegetables : the few apple-tree- in

it are loaded with fruit ; a young orchard of 65 trees has recently been start-

ed south of the house.

The farm buildings, which are of the usual style, are so arranged as to be

convenient and economical, sufficiently supplying all needs. The land is well

drained, well cultivated and in very good order. Willi the stone- removed
fr Mil it, some hundreds of yards of fences have been made and 7 acres of

drainage.

The crop is good. The stuck consists of grade animals and requires im-

proving. It consists of : 4 working horse-. 1 two year old and 1 yearling colt ;

1 bull, 9 cows, 3 heifers, 2 calves, 7 sheep. 10 pigs, 75 turkeys, 76 hens and

chickens. Mr. Parent is an industrious and courageous man who does every-

thing with his own hands. He has made slow but sure progress without run-

ning into debt. He began without means and earned his property with his

labour ; his father gave him no money. His success and his merit are not

over- rated and will do credit to the medal that rewards them.

Mr. MARK >.\ lives two miles from the village of Si Gabriel on thjs same

plain al the foot of the mountain where Messrs Poitras and Boisvert live. He

lias a good farm of 1 16 acres. He is not inferior as a farmer to the other com-

petitors in his parish already mentioned
;
he was unable, however, to obtain

the same number of point-. 1 li- progress and the 1 mdil >n if his farm never-

theless entitle him to thi tog 1 farmers. \\ e have noth-

ing superior to m ird to thi ame item oi Ins competitors. We
would 1

1. iv, 1 ei mention his e cellent horses, his good ditches and the improve

ment of a piece ol heavj land by mean oi and. The yield ol his fields

(go to 100 I good farming.
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Mr. VALCOURT entered for competition a farm of 150 acres of good
loam, 150 of which are under cultivation. He has obtained the maximum num-
ber of points for the two chief items of cultivation viz. absence of weeds and

order and neatness in all the departments (3 points and 4.95 points). This

makes it unnecessary to mention many other details in connection with which
his superiority has not manifested itself. The drainage and good cultivation

resulting from order in the fields are of the best. As a result the crops were
good considering the injurious effect of last spring's drought on compact soils.;

Mr. Valcourt has a good house, fairly large and comfortable, and good
farm buildings for all his needs.

The stock of grade animals consists of : 6 horses ; 29 cattle. 19 being

milch-cows ; 26 sheep and 7 pigs. The number of the latter might be gi eater.

Mr. Valcourt spreads the manure on the meadows in the fall.

Domestic industry is carried on in the house. Mr. Valcourt's farm shows

thit he is one of the good farmers of St-Leon. He has obtained a total of c5g

points which entitles him to the silver medal.

Mr. ROUSSEL deserves more than a simple mention and some infortra-

tion relating to him personally and to his farming. He is a Frenchman from

Haute Saone ; on his arrival here in 1888 he settled with his wife and ten

children on the Forges road 3 miles from Three Rivers on an abandoned lot of

sandy land on which some small buildings had been erected but were in a state

of dilapidation. There was no lack of room or of timber to build a shelter

but it was a sorry soil to cultivate for his family's subsistence. It was like

th<* sand of the Sahara. The moving road leading to Mr. Roussel's through

a lorest of brush-wood, birch, dwarf and gray pine is sadly monot .nous. II j\v

could anybody hope to live on the agricultural products of such a soil ? Mi.

iRoussel hoped against hope and, strange to say, has met with remarkable suc-

'cess. As he was not rich, he was not able to buy a good farm with the neces-

sary plant. His 280 acres of sand, only 60 of which are ploughed as yet, the

remainder consisting of bush (196 acres) and pasture (24 acres)—cost h'i?m<

little. After putting up a shelter against the weather, he bought a few imple

ments, sold fuel, while doing a little gardening which he increased evej year,

purchasing manure with the proceeds from the sale of fuel and of his vege-

tables. Mr. Roussel chiefly grows vegetables for the Three Rivers market.
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ments sold fuel, doing a little garder-ning which he increased ever year, pur-

chasing manure with the proceeds from the sale of fuel and of his vegetables.

Mr. Roussel chiefly grows vegetables for the Three Rivers market. He has

even planted apple trees which this year are yielding a good crop.

The yield for 1902 will give a better idea of the kind of cultivation and

of the production of this poor soil. Well kept accounts, containing much in-

formation, guarantee the accurancy of thos statement.

Oats, Manitoba White 13 acres

Peas /4

Beans, various kinds /4

Indian corn Yz

Potatoes, (Early Rose) 6

Swedish turnips

Beet-roots lA
Carrots lA
Cabbages '

Various vegetables : Asparagus, tomatoes,

Green peas, lettuce, leeks, onions, oyster

plant etc 1

Indian corn for fodder (crop failed) y2
Red clover .-1

200 bushels

4 "

4

si ild

400

Soo

60

ISO

3000 he id

about $ 100.00

1 ton

lO t( 'lis

in 2 cuts

33 1 "a,uTimothy hay l 5

The proceeds of the ales Eoi the same year are given as follows :

Cream and butter $ 46.00

Vegetables etc

Total

Spenl foi th

13

696.00

Balance $654.00
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20 ac

The following gives the area of the crops in 1903 with the points indica-l

ting the quality :

Oats

Peas

Buckwheat

Beans

Table beets y2
Swedish turnips J4

Table carrots l/i

Potatoes 6

Indian corn for seed ]/§

Indian corn for fodder Y%

Tobacco yQ

Cabbages }4

• Cucumbers, tomatoes etc l
/%

Hay 18

Pasture 8y2
Orchard of 58 trees, 25 bearing

Small fruit : strawberries, currants etc

Kitchen and fruit garden, filled with a good va-

riety of fruit and vegetables

All these have been well cultivated and the potatoes which are perfectly

sound promise a good yield.

Of course this little farm has not the appearance of wealth presented by

the fine large farms in the fertile regions of the province, but it has the neces-

sary buildings and they are in good condition. A stone root cellar now under

construction will billow of vegetables being kept through the winter and fetch-

ing better prices. The house, although modest in appearance, is well finish-

ed and painted inside and is not lacking in comfort. An avenue bordered by

resinous trees leads to the highway ; this plantation which is both an ornament

Mid a protection gives a distinguished appearance to this humble farm where

on Mr. Roussel with the devoted assistance of his family has procured them
a modest subsistence. This shows what can be done on arid soil by means of

good agricultural knowledge aided by economy and industry on the part of the

family ; it shows also what can be done with the help of manure. And yet

so many allow it to go to waste. Mr. Roussel buys about 200 loads of manure
per annum in Three Rivers and about one ton of bran for his few head of cat

ioo#
80"

100
"

100
"

100
"

100
"

100
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100
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1
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tit. He has as yet only 4 cows which are not as good as they might be as re-

gards quality. We are of opinion that the herd might be profitably increased

and improved.

The whole family, daughters as well as sons, work in the field, most of

the labor being done by hand owing to the area under cultivation being too

small for the economical use of machines. There is however a potatoe-digg-

er.

Mr. Roussel's daughters also make clothes, house-linen, ornaments and

liqueurs. We admired some fine needle, knitting and crotchet work etc. and

tasted a variety of delicious liqueurs. Since his arrival in the province Mr.

Roussel has had the misfortune to lose his wife, a son and a daughter. This

misfortune seems to increase the courage of the remainder of the family who
labor perseveringly to improve their condition.

We are happy that Mr. Roussel lias been awarded a sufficient number of

points to entitle him to the silver medal he so well deserves.

Mr. MASSICOTTE lives a few hundred yards east of Mr. Trudel in

the same region of good soil mentioned in the report on the latter. lie has

a farm of 300 acres, oinly 90 of which lie cultivates.

The chief feature denoting Mr. Massicotte's agricultural merit will he

seen in the photograph of his farm (fig. 30 pi. XVI) showing his line herd

of Ayrshire cows. lie owns 28 head of cattle including calves and 9 COWS

and some bulls are registered thoroughbred Ayrshire-.

He chops his hay and straw, mixes them with chaff and ground grain

and scalds the whol< to feed his milch cows. This process improves and saves

the fodder.

The manure is carted 011 the fields in winter, piled ui large heaps and

spread in th< hing, then ploughed in fo» roots. \ por-

tion of
, the. manui pread on the meadows as a top-dresing : another is ap-

plied directly to the grain ; this last method is no( the best.
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Mr. Massicptte's accounts give us the following sales for 1902 :

2 oxen for slaughter $ 80.00

4 Ayrshire bulls 165.00

3 Ayrshire calves 45-QO

20 bushels of wheat 25.00

3000 bundles of hay 120.00

Butter and cheese 450.00

Total $ 885.00

The photogrph of the farm and the details of his cultivation and work

show that Mr. Massicotte is one of the progressive and deserving farmers of

bis region and the 85 points awarded him promise him the reward of his

merits.

BRONZE MEDAL LAUREATES

Most of the laureates of this class apparently are well installed and, both

as farmers and citizens, enjoy as muchc consideration as many of the silver me-

dal laureates. Simply, all the details of their farms and their tillage, in keeping

with the programme of the competition, failed to realized a sufficient totality of

points to entitle them to a reward more in accordance with their success and

their position. We publish a photograph of the farm of one of them to give

?n idea of a good many of them who might figure as favorably in this report

if its already too extended limits permitted.

1.—Mr. REMI HENEAULT (83.65 points).

Residence:—St-Pierre range, adjacent to Mr. Ed. Anbin (18) on the

opposite side of the road. Excellent strong loam, 3 x 38 acres, divided into

7 fields of equal size. No avenue. 5 cross fences and 5 gates, a road in

the middle to the last cross fence ; pretty good division for rotation, but not

handy enough. Excellent drain, three good ditches and trenches. Ridges of

good width. Crop clean and pretty good. Several acres of fine green fodder,

an excellent system to secure milk
; ]/> an acre of mangolds for the milch-cows

in early winter, another good practice to prolong the flow of milk.
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Dwelling :—Good, large, comfortable interior, without being equal to

some others ; embellished with a flower bed in front emblematic of the

work and taste of young girls. Farm buildings numerous enough for all

wants, good and whitewashed.

Mr. Heneault grows his vegetables on the break-up of old meadows, with

manure. He feeds his pigs especially on clover in summer and on roots and

shorts in winter.

After calving, the cows receive clover and 6 to 7 lbs. of oats shorts per

day and per head, in masli until they are put out to pasture.

Such is a brief summary of the more remarkable agricultural details

of Mr. Heneault's farm. But his account keeping takes the palm over every-

thing else, and he was awarded his 3 points for that item. It embraces not

only the cash receipts and expenses of all kinds, but also the year's balance

and much useful information as to climates of the yield of different crops :

an excellent practice to exercise the eye and the judgment.

Mr. Heneault is not yet aged ; he has raised a large family. But his farm

is large and good enough to generously reward the well ordered labour of

many arms. He is a good man deyoted to the public interest ami agricultu-

ral associations : such as fanners' clubs, agricultural societies, etc. He care-

fully follows the progress of agriculture and the country, lie reads attentive-

ly the public reports relating to agriculture and agricultural industries. In

fine, he is an intelligent and well informed tanner on al! that concerns the

agricultural policy of his native land.

By continuing to apply his mental faculties to the cultural and profitable

operations and improvements of his farm, he may raise himself several degrees

in the scale of agricultural merit and win a greater reward.

2.—Mr, MICHAEL HAYES (83.25 points).

Storekeeper ,in<l farmer at Sheenborough, at a distafice of a few yards

from Mr. Math, Keon's 1 No 20), propi iel 1 300 acres of land, one half of

which is under plough ; two lots in the village of Sheenborough and one al

Lake Sullivan. The lattei is a charming lot of supei 101- fertility. All the arable

portion of ill. lo consists oi a good yellow clay, very productive to judge

by the crop which is excellent and winch is made up of : wheat. 3] acres
;

oats, <>s, acn I peas and oats. 10 acres
; mangolds,

!

• acre . Swedish

turnips, Yi acre icre . potatoe \\ acres
;
Indian corn, ;

• acre .

hay, 62 acres .
pasturage, |.o acres . orchard, 15 to 18 young apple-trees. The

tillage is good. Mi Hayes is rated lower than his neighbour, Mr. Keon, be

( ause Ins real impn ivements are le
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His stock comprises :

Horses.—5 mares, 6 working horses, 6 colts from 1 to 3 years
; 3 colts

of the year, all broken in
;

Cattle.— 1 thoroughbred Durham bull and cow ; 8 other grade Durham
cows; 3 animals for slaughter, 13 young beasts, 7 calves of the year, 1 of which

is thoroughbred Durham, all the others being more or less Durham grades
;

Sheep:—2 grade rams and 27 lambs
;

Pigs :— 1 boar, 4 sows, a^nd 15 young pigs, grades ; about 6 dozen of

Plymouth Rock poultry.

Though Sheenborough is not a great centre, it includes nevertheless in-

habitants in very comfortable circumstances, of whom Mr. Hayes is a stri-

king example.

The farm products, which he chiefly sells, are hay and oats. He states

that he sold $660. worth of these in 1902, besides $190. worth of butter and

$150 worth of potatoes. Pork, beef and mutton also find ready sale. Mr.

Hayes supplies the lumbering establishments in winter by hauling provisions

and merchandize hundreds of miles into the interior.

Mr. Hayes has spent hundred of dollars on improving his lots which he

purchased out of the profits of his trade and which are now returning to him

an excellent income. He is a farmer of merit. A little more perfection and

older in some details of his working would easily, in another competition

rrise him to the rank of the higher class laureates.

3.—Mr. BENJAMIN LACASSE (82.95 points).

Mr. Lacasse resides at 1
r
/4 mile to the south of the village of St-Ande-

Avelin on the Papineauville road. He owns 120 acres of land in two lots of

2 x 30 acres. Apart from some mountain boulders, the soil is' of good quali-

ty, but hard to drain in spots. The site of the house and buildings has been

well chosen. There is a small orchard and a maple sugary of 500 trees.

We have no exceptionally meritorious detail in regard to Mr. Lacasse's

farm and crops that might be usefully mentioned. But it must not be inferred

from this that Mr. Lacasse is a farmer without merit. Leaving his father's

home at Ste, \dclc. when only 12 years old, to earn his living here and there,
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he managed, by his saving habits and good conduct, to realize in his travels a

sum of $600., with which 3 years ago he bought the lots which he now owns.

In the matter of clearing and buildings, there were then upon them only 10

acres of chopping, an old house and another building. Today. Mr. Lacasse

ploughs 100 acres of good, well improved land and owns a pretty good stock

of very fine quality. Not having a large family, he lacks help to keep all the

details of his farm with the thoroughness and art called for by the maximum
of points in the programme of the competition. He is building a good dwell-

ing for himself that will include all the necessary comfort.

Mr. Lacasse's success and merits are justly appreciated by his fellow cit-

izens. He is a director of the farmers' club and agricultural society. He
appears to be a zealous farmer in all that concerns the public interest and agri-

cultural development. We regret that we have not been able to grant him a

higher reward and one more in keeping with his labors.

4.—Mr. JOS. FERRON (81.90 points).

Mr. Perron, of St-Barnabe, has a good strong loam farm of i.o acres,

well drained by good deep ditches', and well enough tilled as far as the farming

operations proper are concerned, but not divided with the skill needful for per-

fectly improved farming. A fault which is observable moreover on many
farms in the region, is the ploughing of the land transversely to the fields or

fences, which makes the ridges too short and is not practised by the coun-

try's most advanced farmers. Still, the crops of hay and grain are good ami

clean—90 to 100 $
The herd of cows is weak, hut the pigs and sheep are pretty numerous.

The sale of hay, grain, milk and meat is the chief source of revenue, especially

in the case of the two former products, which yielded $490 in io< >_.

Tin- dwelling and dependencies are good and comfortable. There is a

garden tocked with fruit trees, among winch are 7 apple-trees. The

farm buildings are of the ordinary style and sufficient in number and si

the wants of the farm.

Mr. Ferron ploughs in several acres of green clover ever) year, which is

practii e fi >r his land.

He has owned the lattei for t8 years and has since improved il He has

milt a piggery, shed and ham, repaired the fences, remade the ditches and

pread the ea I
thn iw n out.

\li 1 erron ed the turn of hie. hut Ins son seems disposed

to continue the impt " : " his system of tillage and his stuck, all of which

may I" '\^]\r. without special outlay, while at the same time im

>•• the inn une



The number of points awarded to Mr. Ferron ranks him amongst the

farmers of good merit.

5.—Mr. JOS. PAYETTE (8 1.80 points).

Mr. Payette's property is not immense, but it is sufficient, 75 acres with

a good small sugary worked with 400 spouts and 69 acres ploughed, of excel-

lent heavy loam in a limestone region, which can be easily enriched by a skill-

ed farmer. Moreover, Mr. Payette does not complain.

The best points are for his buildings and improvements, such as sto-

ning etc.

The barn and stables form an ordinary structure of 100' x 40' including

a porch of 10'. At one of the ends is another barn of 50' x 25'. The

whole farm has been stoned and the stone, which was taken off in pretty large

quantities, has been used for fencing and buildipg etc. A good part of the

earth thrown out from the ditches has been left on the spot.

Mr. Payette raises about 4 acres of roots, potatoes, tobacco etc. and a little

green fodder.

The herd of grade cows includes some good beasts.

Sales in 1902 :

Cattle $ 300.00

Grain 35-QO

Hay, 4000 bundles 170.00

Milk at the creamery 15000 lbs 230.00

Tot il o 735.00

Although the state of several details caused Mr. Payette to lose several

points, he none the less possesses the merit of having prospered on his farm in

spite of encumbrances and accidents. At the start, he had to indemnify his

family to the extent of 13.000 fnyxs ($2166.67) besides paying for some

years an annual rental of $150. Today, he claims to have $6000 laid aside

and he values his farm at $6000. Admitting that these values be realized

'in a liquidation, his success does honor to the competitor It is fair to add

that his second wife brought him a fortune of $1200.

When Mr. Payette will have improved the division of his land and his

wide ridges by more perfect levelling, his agricultural merit will increase by

several good points, without diminishing the value of his former work or

hampering his success.



Mr. EDOUARD PICOTTE (81.80 points)

Mr. Picotte owns 400 acres of land, of which he cultivates 245, 150 acres

being still in bush. The tilled land is in part sandy, being situated on the hill

of Allumettes Island. There is a good black soil below the hill, but it holds

many stones. The stoning work has not yet been completed. Notwithstand-

ing the bad composition of the soil, the crops are fine. Six or seven acres of

hoed plants, potatoes, turnips, tobacco, beans. Indian corn, etc., are well tilled

and are a success for the soil. The fields and crops are in good condition.

The buildings, suitable and convenient enough strictly speaking, date

from the outset of the settlement, being constructed of cedar timbers squared

with the axe, except a shed more recently erected. The price of cedar to-, lay im-

parts to the bnildings an intrinsic value greater than their handiness.

Mr. Picotte has built on a 1 elevation whence there is a pleasant view |Over

the Ottawa river, to the south, and over the hill of Pembroke. He owns a

pretty large stock of grades, among which, however, the quality of some of the

animals leaves something to be desired : 9 horses and colts
; 47 cattle of which

:j are milch cows : 39 sheep, 17 swine. 23 turkeys and 250 to 260 cocks, hepis

and chickens. 10 geese and several peacocks, constituting the largesl and per-

haps the mosl handsome collection of poultry in all this competition.

The most attractive detail of his farm is unquestionably the orchard and

the [9 improved hives of bees ranged under the trees. This orchard contains

300 apple-trees of different kinds in bearipg, and not badly kept, one hundred

of which are still young trees. The Duchess and other apple-trees of similar

eason were literally loaded with fine fruit. A border oi maples and oaks

along the avenue leading from the house to the barns, protects the orchard

against the strong westerly winds. The soil of the orchard 1- laid down in

hay, chiefly clover.

The competitor states thai he sold in [902 :

('.rain, 071 1 bushels $ 443.00
Hay j j \

00

Butter, 1050 lbs
#

'75""
Sundries, meat, animals, fruit, honey, etc 5 ;

Total $1386.00

Mt. Pii otte also supplies provisions to the far distant lumbering est ib

ments.



Mr. Picotte is an excellent farmer, who manages his land and his sti «ck

well, but to improve the latter he needs good thoroughbred sires. It is a gen-

eral defect among the Jocal farmers to keep too many common beasts produ-

ced -from bad crossings. These animals cannot prove profitable either in milk

or beef. It is therefore time to think of improving this important branch of

'farming.

Personal note and success.—Mr. Picotte is a native of L'Epiphanie, coun-

Jty of L'Assomption. and son of the late J.-Bte Picotte. He is now 63 years

old and the father of 13 children, 5 boys and 8 girls.

Leaving home a poor young man to work in the lumbering establish-

ments of the west, he put up, after some years of travel, his tent on the spot

which he occupies to-day and which he has occupied for 36 years. He wedded
the daughter of an old and worthy pioneer of the Island (B. Desjardins),

who still survives at the age of 84 years with all the vigor of a man of 60. At
'.the time of Mr. Picotte's marriage, all he owned was $30 in his pocket. The
price of his first lot consisted of an annual rent of $40.00 ; he is still paying

$30.00, but he has purchased and paid for several other lots, on one of which,

bought not very long since, he still owes $700.00 . But with his actual income,

he will not be long in debt.

Mr. Picotte is endowed with herculean strength and the courage of a lion.

The giants of the forest, the stumps and the stones could not frighten him any
more than the bullies of the lumbering camps. His sons take after him. and

the axe and the other implements of the farm and the land-clearer are feather

weights in their hands.

Thus in Mr. Edouard (alias Avila) Picotte, we have a settler of the first

order. His success and his merit entitle him to more than the medal awarded
to him. But the points which could not be granted to him under the programme
do him harm. A little gain on his buildings and his stock by means of a few

very easy improvements will secure him later on a more satisfactory reward.

6.—Mr. JOS. MAINVILLE (81.75 points).

Mr. Mainville is another meritorious and very prosperous competitor of

Allumettes Island, to the east of Chapeau. He ows -00 acres of very good
level loam, 70 of which are ploughed and thoroughly improved ; 50 acres are

cleared and in pasturage and 80 acres arc still in virgin forest.

Mr. Mainville has been surpassed in the aggregate of points, but he excels

in several very important particulars : order in the fields, the quality of the

1 age and tillage and cleanness of the crops. I [e o lines out also very well in
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le yield especially of the grains. He owns a young orchard of 27 apple-trees

id 14 improved hives of bees. As may seen, apiculture is in honor on Allu-

ettes Island. The female portion of the household are also strong in domes-

c industry. The stock is relatively one of the good ones on the Island. In

le beginning of August, with the milk of 10 cows, 65 lbs. of butter were be-

lg made weekly, worth $13.00.

The stock comprises 22 horned cattle, 45 sheep, 19 pigs, and 240 to 250
poultry. The latter department must have been worth a small gold mine this

pear.

The farm buildings, of which a horse stable and a cow stable are in course

)f construction on a good stone foundation, are located together in an amgle

to the north and are going to be comfortable and sufficient for some years.

They comprise a horse stable 21' x 28', a cow stable 21' x 28'
; another old

stable at the end, with a passage 5' wide, 26' x 26', which form the north side

and part of the east side of the angle ; a barn of 34' x 26', with am old house

stable at the end 15' x 26', forming the remainder of the east side. There is

further a piggery of 24' x 1

6' and a very good waggon and and implement

shed, a workshop of 42' x 16', with a grain loft above,

The dwelling house is to be rebuilt. There is a dairy with a win- for

separating the cream from the milk by a hand worked centrifugal, a Melotte

of 450 lbs to the hour. The crops comprise 6 acres of wheat. 3 of barley, jo

of oats, 1 Yz of peas, 3 of mixed grain. '
_• of ro its, 2 of potatoes, 10 of hay and

14 of ploughed pasture.

Mr. Mainville is 54 years old, though he looks hardlj 40. He has oily

one big boy with him to help him in his clearing. He has morejland than he

needs to live in ease. 1
!< 1- established on his lot since 36 years', after paying

$500. for it earned in the lumber camps.

There were then only m i" 12 acres cleared and ploughed. With Ins

lot paid for, he had onlj $30. remaining, besides his strength and courage.

Mr. Mainville was born on the Island, bul his father came from Si Be

tioit, count) of Two \h >unta

All these de cendants of intrepid voyageurs and lumberers in the past,

who have to-da 1 me happj and peaceful farmers, hav< nol degenerated.

They are ol vigorou titution and hold oul the prospect of widely proph

gating theii 1 " in the west.

\h Main li
-

I have no trouble to win the silvei medal in the nexl

competition.
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Mr. DESIRE HETU (81.45 points).

Mr Hetu, of Ste-Melanie. having transferred a lot of land to his son and!

'jeing engaged in the work of doing building repairs, was not prepared in all

respects to come out of the competition on a level with his brother-in-law and!

neighbor, Mr. Jos. Perrault (No 15) or up to his own standard as a skillful

farmer in easy circumstances and holding high rank in the esteem and consi-jj

deration of his fellow citizens. He failed to win the number of points which

seem to be deserved at first sight by his pretty, well finished, well furnished andjl

very comfortable residence, well provided with water-works, drainage, etc.,

his fine farm buildings, good dependencies and his clean and symmetrical nut-

fit

His farm of 90 acres in superficies, 4^2 x 20 acres, is a pretty one. very

•fertile, of favorable size, of easy tillage and division and admirably suited to a

system of model cultivation. The soil is superior for hay.

Mr Hetu speculates on the growing of timothy seed. He had 15 acres

of it last year. Some years he has sold as much as 200 bushels. When it is

quoted at $3., it pays handsomely. Mr. Hetu claims that the stalks or stubble

of the timothy pays the work of raising the crop and preparing the seed.

The stalks of the timothy are cut with the reaper, put into cocks and left

for some time on the field, when the seed ripe, is in the head. It is then sprea;l

a little and dried thoroughly before carting away. This method renders the

timothy harder to thresh, but turns out better seed and the hay is better for

consumption. As for the stalks, they are mowed immediately after the cut-

hug off of the seed-head and put into cocks. They are then allowed to fer-

ment for a lhtle and housed as soon as dry enough. A fairly good fodder is

1 ibtained in this way.

Mrs Hetu is a mistress of line, substantial, domestic industry and knows

how to make her home attractive.

Mr. Hetu has raised a large and excellent family. He has one son a

priest at the Rev. Trappist Fathers' monastry at Mistassini, another is mar-

ried ami settled in life ; a third lives with him on the farm. There are also

six daughters married and another in a convent. The virtue of the patri-

archs has been allowed to him by the Almighty Dispenser of human faculties

and temporal blessings. Mr. Hetu is endowed with the happy charactor which

causes pleasure to reign in the home. He would deserve the silver medal, if

these persona] qualities figured in the programme of the competition.
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j.—Mr. HEXRY T. McDOWELL (81.45 points).

Farm of 100 acres, good loam, generally light.

Mr. McDowell does not appear by the number of his points in this com-

petition up to the level of his capacity and position as a farmer. The greater

value of the real improvements, which are not necessary on his farm, has pla-

ced several other competitors above him in the scale of the points which involve

better reward. This, however, dues nol rob him of the value of his points

of excellence in several of the more important branches. He is in the first rank

for the freedom of his land from weeds and its orderliness, its good drainage,

tillage and the yield of his crops which place him among the best competitors.

Nor is he inferior in the matter of his stock to some laureates of the higher

class.

He is pleasantly installed upon a fine level plateau at about 3 acres from

.the road, the view from which takes in the town and the plain of Shawville as

far as the Ottawa to the southward.

The dwelling house, hare and large, hut clean and well finished, is

provided with a wing kitchen and other dependencies, with an miter entrance in

'stone to the cellar. On the west side is an orchard of 30 apple-trees, and the

garden is surrounded with a Page wire fence, which opens from the kitchen.

A windmill feeds a reservoir which supplies water to the dwelling and

farm.

The buildings are numerous, g 1 and comfortable, considered separately,

hut are n<>t located ami arranged with all the art. symmetry and economy de-

sirable (see fig. 31, ph XVI 1. They comprise a grain and waggon shed, qtc.

21' x 40', a piggery 10 \ 39', a poultry house. iN' x 15'. a ham ami stable,

30' x 50' with a lean to foi cattle or fodder at the end ; a horse stable, 30' ,\

io, with foddei room, a good cow stable, 30
1

x 35' on stone ion idation, well

lighted by 3 window o\ 2 sections on slides in each of the large sides, with

;, door ni eacl tnd containing on one side a large apartment of 35* \

about [8' with 1 racl lor loose animal'- and on the other side, to tin- south.
3

boxes of aboul n 12 Eor horses 01 hulls
;

a little cellar a/nd a furnace

cased in brick and white stone foundation, etc.
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Stock.—4 good horses
; 30 grade Durham cattle.besides a registered tho-

roughbred Durham bull (Randolph 46,809), 11 White Chester pigs of good*
strain, 10 sheep, etc.

The figure of the cash receipts from all sources in 1902-03—June to June,

as shown in the application blanks, is $738.00.

We reproduce fig. P. the sketch of Mr. McDowell's farm, not to publish

it as a model of perfect division, but to illustrate the intellligent work of his

young son, a pupil of the Shawville Academy and to demonstrate to our farm-

ers the utility of instruction in linear drawing in our schools. This in-

struction should stimulate the rural genius of our farming population. ,

Mr. McDowell is 56 years old and was born on the property which his

.father acquired when it was in standing timber over 60 years ago. He has

cleared 20 acres of it since he became the owner and has improved the whole of

it. He has erected all the buildings, including the dwelling, and has spent

some! $1200 on these improvements.

A fine family of 7 boys and 2 girls makes him the rival in this respect of

the French Canadians.

He is consequently also a successful and meritorious farmer.

8.—Mr. EUG. FRECHETTE (81.20 points).

At 3 miles below the village of Ste-Elizabeth on the river Bayonne.

Mr. Frechette's agricultural merit does not shine forth in many striking

details ; .nor does it manifest itself by the points on his farm as a whole. There

i'- no interest in
(
nOting one detail more than another. His merit and suc-

cess, however, are very appreciable.

He has been only 15 years on his land, according to his own statement to

the judges. When he took possession of it, it was in a state of complete dis-

order a,nd ruined by the farmers who had been working it during the twelve

years previous and changing annually, which was the best proof that they were

not making a fortune out of it. No manure had been applied to it ; the fences

and ditches were gone, and considerable pieces of it were covered with stones.

During his first year, Mr. l'Vechette was obliged to buy 250 bundles of hay to

finish wintering two horses. The cows had to be content with straw. Bad-

ly drained, badly kept- ll() doubt badly tilled, the land no longer yielded an in-

come. Mr. Frechette did the fencing and drainage, besides stoning large
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stretches, utilizing most of the stones for his fences, bridges, etc. He clear-

ed pieces, , improved his ploughed fields and crops and, in a word, put the land

in condition to yield a satisfactory revenue. To-day. in spite of a yearly rent-

al of $150., he is getting on easily and is in a position to build a fine new house

for himself without running into debt. He has put up a grain shed, a piggery,

a dairy, a sugar house, etc., and repaired his stables and barn. He winters

20 to 25 horned cattle. His herds include an Ayrshire bull, 2 registered Ca-

nadian cows, 2 heifers and 2 calves, a dozen Cotswold sheep, a dozen of grade

pigs, etc.

Mr. Frechette is raising a family of 8 children. He will not want for

help in a few years to continue his agricultural improvements.

The farm is one of 90 acres ; do only being arable, the remainder being

'in bush and quarry. The extremities of the property and the middle, between

jthe quarries, possess a good clay soil, but in certain places the rock is near the

surface.

A good limestone quarry yields si une revenue.

A spring of saline and slightly sulphurous water, very clear and cold.

gives a>n abundant flow from the sub-soil. The taste of this water leads to

•the belief that it contains valuable* medicinal properties. Mr. Frechette, how-

ever, derives no other advantage from it than the watering of his stock.

Mr. Frechette thus possesses several sources of wealth on his farm, the

excellent soil, its quarry and its saline spring. When he exploits them with

a 1

! the skill of which he should he capable, he will be able to win enough of

points to deserve a medal of a higher order.

8.-Mr. J VMKS BERRIGAN (81.20 points).

At a distance of 2 miles cast from the Dcsjanlins wharf, on the Ottawa.

20 acres of land, too of which are mi i' In cultivation, 70 111 rough pasture, and

30 in hush. A good trad of sandy soil, the remainder being good fertile

sandy clay.

Buildings very numerous and sufficient, but common.

Cm.,.
I
mil . , , iiii| ui si 1 1 g : 3 h. a which to a re thorough-

brcd Durham (1), 1 heep\ 19 pigs, 50 turkej s, si ,mc yo hens

1 ; i Fig. 29, /•/. i >me fine calves.
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and chickens, a dozen of ducks. Good system of tillage, pretty good division

of the land, good rail fences, clean crops, fine looking fields, drainage im-

perfect in the upper part of the farm, and crops pretty good for the soil. Plots

of poor land improved by the addition of muck with good results. Appli-

cation to the clay land of 10 barrels of lime, with good success. Here in brief

are the pricipal items in which Mr. Berrigan chiefly distinguishes himself as

a farmer. Let us add that he raises several acres of hoed crops, to which he

applies his stable manure : Y% of an acre of beans. 14 acres of mangolds ; 2

y2 of Swedish turnips, 1
l/2 oi potatoes and 4 acres of fodder Indian corn.

The other crops are varied enough and in good proportion. The competitor

makes his butter at home owing to the want of a creamery in the locality.

This is enough to prove that Mr. Berrigan is not one of our inferior farm-

ers. To his credit muct be placed a great volume of work and the comfort

derived from it. He started out with $40 in cash. He had first cleared a farm

before buying the one which he occupies to-day. He claims to be now worth

$12,000. He is 69 years old and well deserves the reward which attests and

crowns his labors and his success.

9. Mr. URGEL PERRAULT, (80.65 points)

Mr. Perrault resides in one of the good valleys of Kildare. He has not

mounted very high in the scale of points, owing to failure to meet the require-

ments of the programme on all heads ; but he is none the less a remarkable

farmer in point of well being, success and the consideration which he enjoys

in his locality. He is very well installed. Well built dwelling, painted and

comfortable with a good wing kitchen. An aqueduct supplies it with fine

spring water. A good well-kept garden takes the place of lawns and useful

ornaments in front along the road side. The surrounding fences are painted

rind of trellis work. A plantation of maples enhances the appearance of the

place, and a small young orchard is beginning to come into bearing. The de-

pendencies are sufficient and very good. The piggery, 22 x 12' has a passage

in the middle and two sheds outside. The other farm buildings which arc

t hite washed, are of ordinary shape and construction, and amply sulTuicut

Ed all the fanner's wants, forming 120' x 30' and 26' in all with also a shed

of 2' x 30' rit one end and a waggon and implement house of 20' x 24' at the

other.
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The cattle include some good cows.

19 hives of bees and a sugary of 1000 spouts give as much revenue as a

good tract of land.

Mr. Perrault grows wheat to make his own bread acid a little tobacco for

sale. His products for the market are the usual ones : oats, hay, milk con-

veyed to the factory, sugar, syrup, honey and sundry animal products.

His farm comprises 176 acres in superficies, forming a lot of 10 acres

wide, of which 4 x 26 and 6 x 12,—80 acres are ploughed. The rest is in for-

est and natural pasture. The soil of the lower part is excellent, but the high

ground is sandy. The crops and drainage are suitable. The former are pret-

ty clean and fair on the whole.

Mr. Perrault began with a value of $1300. in land and $886 in money.

He certainly did not start as a beggar. Put he is to day worth $12,000. with-

out counting what he lias given to his boys and his girls. lie has established

two -ons. one of whom is said to he already worth 87.000 to $8,000, and he

gave $500 each to his .} married daughters. Another son lives with him. Of
a family of 1 _> children (a p triarchal lumber) there remain 6 with him. lie

•lost two big boys last year. "^ el .Mr. Perrault 1- only 50 years old and still

1 po session of all his vigour of 30 years, lb- is a good farmer, \\h" lias no1

v asted his time.

The reward won in this competition bears testimony to his success and

Ins example will encourage the young.

m. Mr. Id. 1

1' BEN< )IT 1 70.70 points).

Farm of 1'"' acres, 1 10 under tillage, close t" the church 1 >i Repentigny :

extends from the Si. 1 to I.' Vssomption, being formerl) the propert)

if the late Revd I the pai >h, PI eii 1 Id pri-

ii< hap< '. si, 11 standing, imparts to this habitation, - hi< h is embellished with

beautiful hrge elm am prett) maples, the appearam oi .1 hermit:

Mr. Benoil has owned this farm only a few years. He took il over in

ordei as regards the fields and his debut warrants the forecast thai it

I
I



will lose nothing in his hands. On the contrary, his work shows that he knows
how to make new and useful improvements. The tillage and the abundance

of the principal crops are a guarantee of this.

The grade Canadian herd comprises some good beasts and the horses are

good. The dwelling is spacious and comfortable, while the buildings for ail

purposes are numerous, but begin to show the ravages of time and will soon

need urgent repairs.

A fine large garden includes 17 apple-trees.

Mr. Benoit has not long taken up farming, but his good start in it inspires

the hope that he will prosper in it and win signal merit. Meanwhile, we ask

him to appreciate the recognition which the Commission extends to him for

his farm and its cultivation.

[i.—Mr. LOUIS SAINT-LOUIS (79.50 points).

Mr. Saint-Louis owns a rich level lot of alluvial land of 10^ acres wide

by 22 acres deep, to the east of Yamachiche village, in the region of haylands

with inexhaustible bottom. Mr. St-Louis' farm is a model of old style farm-

ing: he is himslf the most remarkable example of the settled farmer, brave and

indefatigable. He does very well everything that he knows how to do. Let

us note for example his fencing, which is everywhere in the most perfect order

notwithstanding the scarcity of rails—well finished and of different woods

—

for cedar is rare and dear at Yamachiche and the use of the old wooden wedge.

Ami there is no little quantity of fencing on this farm of many enclosures.

Further Mr. Saint-Loius still ties his hay in bundles on the field. Let us add

that the ditches and trenches are very numerous, even too much so, and in

gi 101I order..

The hoed crops cover nearly <; acres in too many separate parcels and all

the crops, apart from the pasturage checked in its growth by the spring

drought, are excellent. We haw only to add that the short fields, already

d in the case of other competitors in the county, do not shorten the work

of ploughing. It is unnecessary to say anything more of the farm. This

suffices to show the agricultural merits of the competitor and to demonstrate

that, by the adoption of more modern economical farming methods, lie would

m a good first in an agricultural merit competition.

1 1. 11 details, see table of points 1.



12.—Mr. FRS. RONDEAU (79.35 points).

One mile east of St-Gabriel in the neighborhood of Mr. Bacon—60 acres

under cultivation, apart from a large tract in woodland and natural pasture.

Surface broken—good yellow, sandy soil, well drained—divided into 6 fields

—

very good cedar fences. Tillage and general order pretty good. Buildings

in proportion to the farm, pretty good ; 2 horses. 21 horned cattle, 7 sheep, 80
fowl, etc., cattle not good enough.

Mr. Rondeau has done a pretty large amount of stoning work and useful

levelling. He has improved his garden soil and works a sugary of 500 maples.

Some fine maples in front of Ins residence give to it a pleasant aspect. The
competitor's leading speculation lies 111 the cows and butter.

The farm under consideration does nut wear the appearance of the rich

farms in the old parishes. For we are in a region relatively new where coloniza-

tion is still going on in places. .Mr. Rondeau is an "Id pioneer settler. He I

cupied his farm for 40 years, and paid for it $500 earned in the Tinted States

There were then on it only 20 acres imperfectly cleared, the rest being in foresl

and bush, lie estimates it- actual value at $3,500 including 2 wood lots with

sugary, which can only increase its worth, lie has earned everything he has

by his labor.

lie is a farmer of meril appreciated by his fellow citizens. He is a direc

lor of the agricultural society, president of the fanner's club and a municipal

councillor and has helped greatlj by his zeal to cause tin- agricultural institu-

tions of his counts to prosper. Me will do honor to his medal and diploma
of great merit.

13.—Mr. REM] DAUPHIN (78.70 points).

Lower pari of Ste Elizabeth,, south hank of the I'.ayonne. Besides his

principal lot 2% |.o acre Mr. Dauphin owns 3 other lots
;
2 \ 30, 1 \ 20

and 1 - [6 acres in all 186 ai

Soil slightlj variei ind; hill ide, hut the greater part in good
loam. V great man) tones in places, but mostly collected. Prettj complete
drainage works. Mi Dauphin ploughs undei several acres of clovei foi



green manure. He also raises several acres of good green fodder. The grain

crops in general pretty good. The hoed crops are pretty numerous, and well

tilled, comprising :

Beans i acre

Potatoes 2

Swede turnips i
lA

Indian corn for seed 2>4

Indian corn for fodder Y^

Total 734 acres

He has planted a good number of young apple-trees.

The stock is grade Canadian and grade Ayrshire.

The dwelling is good, clean and comfortable, as are also the dependencies.

The farm buildings are also good and whitewashed.

We remarked that the ground, a little in rear of the buildings, indicated

a pretty elevation for the agreeable and healthly location, a garden, orchard

and other plantations. We shall confine ourselves to a few remarks and refer

to the table of points for the merit of the details of the farm in keeping with

the programme.

Mr. Dauphin owns a pretty large tract of good land to raise abundant

crops, but the cultivable part is neither of the conformation nor the arrange-

ment favorable to advantageous competition. Moreover with everything else

equal. Mr. Dauphin will always have this inconvenience against him to detract

fr< mi his merit on the other points.

The title of Laureate of Great Merit and the medal attesting it should

raise Mr. Dauphin to the rank of the notable farmers of the region.

i4._Mr. ALPHEUS ARMSTRONG (77.90 points).

( in the shore of Lake Maskinonge—254 acres of land— 173 under tillage,

main farm 4 x BO acres, divided into 5 fields. Level alluvial land in the

basin of the lake, elevated, of yellow soil inwards the upper part, and pretty

rocky in thai part, Stones picked off, but not all utilized. Ditches levelled.

Sugary "i [050 maples in operatiori.

House, barn, piggery, implements all good. Stock: 4 good horses, 32

im|. of which one is an Ayrshire bull, [2 sheep and [2 pigs, etc.
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Good grain and hay crops,but not superior. Orchard of ioo apple-trees

on a good, well selected hill side—one of the best details to be noted.

See table of points for the rest.

We cannot pass over in silence the meritorious success of Mr. Armstrong.

Born on the farm which has come to him from his aged father, now 84 years

old, he is in possession of the paternal property. He was worth $1000 when
he acquired it ; after putting in $300, he found himself $700 in debt. Since

then he has cleared off his liabilities and has improved his farm sufficiently to

make it now worth $7000, exclusive of the stock, without taking into account

another farm he has purchased for $4,500 and upon which he still owes only a

few hundred dollars.

The attestation of Great Merit which lie lias won for himself will not be

'iiusory.

15.—Mrs. WIDOW NAPOLEON THIFAULT 177.50 points).

Mad. Vve Thifault's farm has no longer the extent nor the merit it had

some years ago on account of it- subdivision into tun parts in order to establish

a son. It had already won good success in the best farm competition during

the life time of its old proprietor, the late Napoleon Thibault, who was long

a director of the agricultural society of the county of L'Assomption. It em-

braces several small hillocks of good light loam, but the greater part of it con-

sists of a level clay soil between the elevations, which is rather hard to drain.

it is a tract of fertile land, but the problem of its drainage has nol yel been

thoroughly solved. Still its solution js possible without too much expense.

The soil is of the same composition as at Mr. Foucault's 1 No _•
) . the second

neighbor. The crop was splendid at Mr. Foucault's, whose land, however is

well drained, while it was medium at Mad. Vve Thifault's on the upper pari

in question, owing to the insufficient drainage

The subsoil is too wet at certain tunes and the land clods and hardens.

This happened lasl spring. The evaporation caused bj the excessive drought

had literally caked the soil.

The Hops are faiiK clean. We noted 3 acres of lentils at [OO

of mangolds at 9 I

1

'<• of potal and ' afl acre of the finest

turnips seen in 1 mi tra
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Madame Thi fault excels in garden culture. Her vegetables and tobacco

are very fine. But the department in which she has won an incontestable re-

putation is that of domestic industry. Her many and fine varieties of tissues

and knitted work have carried off a host of prizes in our provincial exhibition,

as well as in the county competitions.

Some good stoning work has been done on the land.

The tillage also is not badly performed.

In the matter of buildings, the chief ones are : the new bam-stabje, a

2food comfortable structure of 60' x 38', with a porch of 10', including the cow-

.stable—20' x 28' and the horse stable 15' x 28', but it has not been erected ac-

cording to a sufficiently improved plan. The summer piggery— 12* x 20'—is

^ood and suitable.

But the most interesting detail of this farm is the site of the dwelling, a

charming elevation clothed with fine fruit and forest trees, which in summer
envelop the house in verdure and pleasant odors, at a few yards from the pub-

lic highway on L/Assomption river. A pretty plantation of maples along the

roadside in front of the property also adds to the embellishment of the spot.

16.—Mr. JAMES COGHLAN (77.45 points).

Resides 3 miles from Chapeau and 6 miles west of Waltham station, the

present terminus of the Pontiac and Pacific Junction Railway on the Ottawa.

Total area of the farm, 240 acres of which 125 are under tillage.

This farm, viewed from the public road, presents a beatiful aspect.

The house, built on the brink of a hill, about an acre from the road, in the vi-

cinity of ;i brook, is pretty large, besides being clean and comfortal le. A grove

oi 30 to 40 pretty trees, a garden containing a do/en of good apple-trees

i'ii the slope of the hill, embellish the front of the ground. The dependencies

are sufficient and good. A nice field along the roadside also adds to the beau-

ty of this farm, but the details of tin- whole failed to give the number of points

promised at first sight by the house and its agreeable surroundings. We took

a line photograph of this farm, which, however, we are unable to publish as

well as others equally interesting,

The buildings an- amply sufficient foi the land, and not inferior to those

of i 'I her farms of the locality.
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The stock of common and grade cattle includes some good animals.

Mr. Coghlan does a little green manuring. He also works a sugar}- of

500 trees.

The best crops are the wheat, buckwheat, hay and 3 acres of hoed crops

—

beans, beets, turnips, potatoes and Indian corn, 90 j£ and 100 <fo. For general

order and cleanliness, Mr. Coghlan's dwelling and* outfit surpasses several

other competitors in that part of the County of Pontiac.

Mr Coghlan's reputation as a farmer is well assured among the popula-

tion of the locality. The small difference of points between him and his com-
petitors does not detract from his merit or his fame. He takes his place in the

older of " Great Merit
"

17.—Mr. SIMEON BOISVERT (77.35 points).

162 acres. 100 under tillage in the same plain of good land already mjen-

tioned ah ive ( No 24).

The kind and qualitj of all the buildings, including the dwelling and out-

fit of Mr. Boisvert, differ little on the whole from those of the other compete

tors 1 if this class in St I iabriel.

The crops are clean and pretty well kept, The best are one acre of buck-

,• ln-it and 1 me of pol it es

The land is tony, bul nol rocky. The soil thrown out of the ditches has

been spread and the drainage 1- prett) g 1. \ sugar] oi tooo maples 1 also

worked.

Mi-. Boi erl He should be convinced now

of the advantage of gro more The garden is goi id.

Mr Bo 1 yel young, onl) 33 years, has onl) been three years

farming the paternal properl ml He pays a life rent to his

old father, who beai 1 lightly and still works in the fields. It was

he who cleared the land He worked I
,
and owes all he

if, worth to farming orl He ha ther son out of the revenues

from his land Hi • crowns hi ms life, To him belongs the

chiel merit 'it the inn in this con The reward gi inted to Ins son Is

i

1

. attestation o I il
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iS.—Mr. CALIXTE LESCADRES (77.20 points).

Farm of 240 acres— 112 under cultivation. Good light loam and yellow

soil, in the neighborhood of Mr. Ed. Blais. Some fields of superior quality

merit more thorough tillage and would liberally repay it.

The dwelling, of two stories, is good and comfortable in all respects, de-

corated with beds of flowers near the main entrance, and is the best item

on the farm. Next come 3 acres of buckwheat, at 100 <£, 12 of oats at 95 $,,

40 of meadow and 20 of pasture at 90 fi. 25 young, but poorly kept apple-

trees may be also mentioned.

The stock is poor, except a Canadian stallion and colt, a Canadian bull.

There are also two other good horses. The grade Cotswold and Leicester

sheep include some fine ewes.

The table of points shows the value of the other details.

Mr. Lescadres was absent on the occasion of our visit. If he would take

Our advice in good part, we would venture to assure him that, in applying

himself with his sons, to the cultivation of his land with still more perfection,

by following a better system of rotation and division, by taking good care of

his manures and applying them to the meadows or pastures in the rotation or

10 the hoed crops, by more thoroughly draining and stoning his best fields, he

would increase his income to a degree that would delight as well as astonish

him. For Mr. Lescadres owns pieces of land whose productive power can

demonstrate itself by double and even quadruple crops in certain years. His

ability as a fanner is pretty sure to attain this ideal, as be belongs to the class

of Laureates of Great Merit.

Conclusion.—We here close our special reports in regard to all the compe-

titors. We have enlarged on the bead of some of them more than of others.

Tins is not for the purpose of favoritism, but in the public interest and in ac-

cordance with the sum of information and impressions obtained during our vi-

sits, without lessening the merit of any.

Apart fn>m the western competitors and those of the region north of

Montreal, we met in general among the others a frequent similarity in the
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systems of tillage, treatment of the land, style of buildings, outfits, herds, etc.,

which constituted a source of monotony in the compilation of the reports. The
interesting photographs of some pretty farms, for which we are indebted to

the artistic skill of Mr. Leonard Guenette. of the Crown Lands Department,

will slightly temper that monotony and give a more correct idea of the posi-

tion and progress of the competitors.

We cordially thank all the latter for the politeness and courtesy with

which they received the Commission, while we sincerely beg them to believe

in the sincerity of our efforts to do justice to all to the best of our ability and

judgment.

The Commission have pleasure in declaring that they noted in the region

visited very marked progress within 5 years in the improvement of the farms

in all respects : buildings, plantations, treatment of the soil, crops, herds, etc.

in the dairy industry and agricultural machinery, as well as in the easy circum-

stances of the farmers and the taste for farming.

They must also congratulate themselves on having been favored during

entire period of their inspection with agreeable weather which saved much
loss of time.

THOM \S DRYSDALE,
JOSEPH DELAND,
ARSENE DENIS,

Judges.

1. J. A. Marsan

Secretry.
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I AGRICULTURAL MERIT 1903.

POINTS AWARDED
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7 pointB.
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AGRICULTURAL MERIT 1903.
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15 points. XI. XII. State of cultivation, 30 points
,
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15 points. XII. State of cultivation , 30 points.



228

COMPETITION OF

DETAILS OF



229

AGRICULTURAL MERIT 1903.

POINTS AWARDED

15 points. . XII. State of cultivation, 30 points.
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AGRICULTURAL MERIT 1903.

points Awarded

Pts Pts

Miseelleanous

Pta Pts

2&
Pta

Ce:rree
of

merit.

9.15

5.15

5.65

7.75

G.75

6.85

10.00

8 30

4.15

5 65

2.85

7.H0

8.50

8 95

6.26

7.20

27.00

28.90

25.70

28.70

26.76

26.10

2600

28.15

27.35

26.45

26.20

25.70

23.90

20.20

25.90

27.70

2.00

0.15

20

11 in

0.25

0.10

30

0.10

IS

0.10

0.25

0.15

25

0.25

0.70

0.15

020

0.20

CIO

II Ml

0.15

0.40

0.10

0.10

0.60

0.40

40

0.25

0.15

25

20

0.15

0.15

1.00

3.10



INSPECTI ON
OF BUTTER AND CHEESE FACTORIES

Tj the Honorable A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture, Quebec,

Sir,

I submit a few observations in my third annual report, as inspector of

butter and cheese factories for your department.

From the 19th. May to the 18th. November 1903, I visited 89 butter fac-

tories,, 8 combined butter and cheese factories and 2 cheese factories.

In my last report, I related all the efforts made to improve and perfect the

storage.

I am glad to say that good progress has been made under this head.

In a general way, this year, the manufacturers have sought to play their

important role with honor. All of them seem to understand and appreciate

the many advantages of the inspection afid are hastening to remove defects, as

well as to make the desired improvements. They desire to educate themselves.

Several, in fact, have begged me, even pressed by letter, to make a second visit

111 the interest of the progress of the dairy industry.

Thoroughout my entire inspection district. I have remarked progress and

improvement.

There remains, however, much to be done to produce butter that will pos-

sess all the possible qualities. As already observed, the small factories and

excessive competition are the plague of the province.

In these butter factories, the makers hired at cheap rates are often incom-

petenl and receive badly prepared milk ; the plant is defective and the butter

generally of inferior quality.

I have frequently made it a subject of remark that certain buyers do harm

to our dairy industry, by giving the same prices for products of very different

qualities.
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During last year, our buyers, as a general rule, paid for butter accord^

to it : value, which is an important step in the right direction. In tact, those

who turn out inferior products are going to take steps to increase the quality

of their output in order to get a good price for it.

In the course of my inspections. I always insist upon the necessity of clean-

liness in the factories ; I also urge the manufacturers to be very strict m regard

to the milk supplied to the factory.

From this standpoint, improvement is slow. Too often, the patron does

not possess sufficient knowledge to properly prepare h.s milk.

You will allow me. Sir. to make a feu suggestions.

In my visits, I am always happy to meet patrons anxious to learn and to

increase the value of their products. If we want to secure the best market m

En^Kl, we must educate our farmers especially in what relates to the devel-

moment of this industry.

The inspector devote,! to the progress of our creameries should meet all

the patrons during his visits.

How many advantages may he derived from meetings between the in-

spector, maker, proprietors an,, patrons r Such meetings rtorid certain
y
do

Jood In the presence of the maker and the propnetors, the mspectoi would

note everything defective and suggest all the necessary improvements.

To the patrons the inspector would give useful advice so that they might

bring well prepared, well kept milk to the factory ; to the maker to accept only

„ood nnlk. as he is responsible for the bad milk supplied to the factory. Let

Jhe patrons all do thejr duty. They can force the proprietors to make all the

requisite improvements.

I„ many eases, the maker, fur different reasons, seems obliged to be chary

Wjth his patrons He does not dare, perhaps, to give them the advice neces

sary to secure hen, i
r, nil foi his factor)

'

| propose .11 future, to write to the patrons who, owing to lack of I

ledge, donol itppl '

lfi
'

,,I,,N milk
"
tn this way, I am pret

tynearlj certain to improve the qualitj of our products.

I ,„i„ certain - r. i

the authorities oi the Dep i
n<

culture ha i i

arbitratoi to settle disputes in different cheese

and butter fa, torics.
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I appreciate at its great value the confidence reposed in me. I succeeded

in restoring the good understanding necessary to the progress of the dairy in-

dustry.

In speaking of the necessity of a meeting of the patrons, the manufactur-

er and the inspector on the occasion of his visits, I am far from thinking that

these meetings will detract from the merit of the agricultural lectures.

On the contrary, these are absolutely necessary and are moreover highly

appreciated by the farmers.

We therefore urge the patrons of our creameries to follow with care ajpijdj

interest the recommendations of our agricultural lecturers.

We are proud of their devotedness, as we are also proud of the interest

taken in the farming class by the Minister of Agriculture.

The whole respectfully submitted

By your very humble servant,

J.-A. TALBOT,
Inspector.

L'Islet, December, 1903.

To the Honorable A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture) Quebec,

Sir.

I have the honor to submit my fourth annual report as inspector of cheese

and butter factories For the counties of Beauce and Dorchester.

I began my inspections on the (8th. May last and concluded them on the

i;th. November. In all, I made i<)4 visits to 155 factories.

\s the prices obtained for cheese were found by the generality of fanners

more paying than those obtained for butter, there were only 16 factories in my
district that made butter this summer.

The manufacture was as a rule difficult this year. The exceptionally dry

summer which we had resulted in the milk being very often brought to the

in abnormal conditions which sometimes prevented the best processes

of manufacture Erom extracting from it a product of good quality.
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This bad condition of the milk is explained by the fact that everywhere.

more or less, there are herds of cattle which during the whole summer suffered

from thirst. Moreover, when the water is so scarce, economy is everywhere

practised, and in such cases, it was the cans and milk vessels which suffered

the most for want of washing.

I found several factories where thev were obliged to cart all the water

they needed. Unfortunately the}- did not cart enough and in most of them

there was great lack of cleanliness.

In spite, however, of these unusual causes, which I have just mentioned,

and which impeded the making of butter and cheese, 1 am in general satisfied

with the year's inspections. I found improvement nearly all ever.

The patrons of the factories u M. ; more care to their milk and the

day a very fair number of farmers who wash their cans well and air their milk.

There is still a great deal to be d< sired- in this respect, but I haw reason to hope

that progress will increase rapidlj from year to year to the future.

In my inspections, I always lay special stress upon this point in ord<

i radicate this defect as si mil as possible, as it is still the greatest in the dairy in-

dustry of the Province of Quebec.

There are still too many badly kept, dirty and untidy factories. Pro-

is really tOO slow under this head. There is little ambition, little pride

in the connect ii m. \- far as man] manufacturers are concerned, all they care

jfor it is to put on the market an acceptable product, free from cheating. That

is their whole ambition : the proper keeping of their factories gives them hard-

I any trouble.

I note, however, improvement in the maner in which the whey vats are

kept. There are few f; da) in which these vats are not cleaned from

time to time. It would be better if the) were washed daily or every second

(',-iv
;

in, the present I
nsiderabl'e improvement on a few

jears ago when the) were onl) washed once in the season.

One of the chief n w huh I noticed in my v isits is

cheese full of hole- Tl which would be tirst qual-

ity only i"i il
i

which is ver) easily prevented 1>\

the manufacturei who md who wants i .

.
take the

trouble. It is almost to m ence and to hurrj to get through

w ith the da) '
oil.
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Besides the cheese with a bad aroma, which is still too common and which

is caused by bad care of the milk, want of cleanliness in the factories, the whey

vats, etc., there is the moist, pasty cheese which I have met with very often.

A great many manufacturers strive to make the greatest possible quantity

:>l cheese out of the milk in order to get a reputation for greater ability than

the surrounding factories and to take away patronage from them, if possible.

This defect does great damage to our reputation on the English market.

Cheese made too moist, too soft, does not keep ; it is generally spoiled when

it reaches the retailer.

If there were not so many small factories and they were not so near to

each other, this defect would exist much less. But, the spirit of opposition,

coupled with the ambition to destroy each other results in the employment of

every imaginable means to that end. in which the less skillful and the less hon-

est, I dare say, sometimes succeed.

Another defect, which keeps step with the latter and which occurs pretty

commonly in my district, is the false weighing of milk, that is to say, the de-

duction on each weighing from each patron of a certain number of pounds in

order to appear, as in case of the moist cheese, as making large returns. This

is a miserable failing, which must lie remedied as soon as possible. One of

the most effective remedies, which has already been employed satisfactorily in

some places, would be a law or a regulation which would require every manu-

facturer to be sworn at the beginning of the season. There would still, per-

haps, be some who, in spite of all this, would fail in their promise, but the great

majority would respect their oath. This evil practice of false weighing is a

n ibbery to the detriment of the smaller furnishers of milk, for which the manu-

facturer and others encouraging or ordering it are responsible.

1 am happy to say that the outer appearance of the cheese is much improv-

ing. Everywhere now an effort is being made to turn out large cheeses of equal

weight and cleaner appearance.

In the small factories, where little milk is received, 1 always advise the

making of small cheese of equal weight and if any remains over, to press and

make OUl of i1 I 3 or % cheese and then finish it with what remains over next

(day. \\ it li a little precaution, a soldering or joining is effected which docs not

show at all and which does away with the incovenience of having cheese of all

a defeel that injures both the appearance and the sale.
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I visit a district in which few curing moms are being constructed. There

is not five per cent of the factories provided with them. This want of impro-

vement is accounted for by the fact that the factories are not generally impor-

tant enough, which causes the proprietors to hesitate about incurring this ex-

pense. I have this year advised the factory proprietors to construct at a suit-

able point in each parish a large room proportioned to the number and import-

ance of the factories. If they could come to an understanding on this head,

a convenience of the kind would he more economical and serve everyone's pur

pose.

The few creameries I had to visit, were in general well kept. I found a

good deal of improvement in some in which last year there were man) little

defects to be remedied.

The most common lefects in manufacture, winch I noted, occur in

'ripening of the creai .
to win h sufficienl attention is not piid to see tha; it

attains the proper degree al the churning w ith a \ iew t< the j ield an '

its [u ili-

l\. The temperatun whicl pi; thi greatesl part in these two operat ms, is

pften il e point neglect da ecially at the churning that it is found d<

t'ective. In \ arm weather, the churning is done at too high a temperature, .<

defect which invariably injures both the yield and the quality.

Most of the creameries arc now equipped with a refrigerating room to

keep the butter at a low temperature, but I notice that only rarely is the requi

ite temperature therein maintained I have frequently found it as high as

50 and over, whet it should be always kept below 38 . Butter ktot in so

high a temperature 1 tnnol I
'ci.nu its freshm

fleet 1 'u the part 1 if certain makei s is a mi c 1

ti the depreciation of the reputation ur butter abro

[ might mention anot e bu r as hi the

cheese factories. 1 refei to the skim milk vat. I have often heard Intel

farmers say that th In F the creamei , skim milk, is hardly wortl

lor calves at I sho hat from tin

mi,
. and 1 11 n nrth almost nothing, 1 thmk. 00, ti at in man) cases

they are right.

Take fot example two •
; one is ver) well kept m all respects,

I
an mill ihoroughl) cleaned ever) <\-i\. as well as everythii

10
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-coming in contact with the milk, etc., etc. The other, on the other hand. ;s

badly kept : the whole interior and exterior are nothing but infection and tin-

cleanliness : everything that touches the milk, pumps, pipes, spouts, skim milk

vat. etc.. is only half cleaned from time to time; everything is filled v itii

> i r, and had germs. Should there not be a marked difference between

the skim-milk derived from these two factories, that difference being largely

1:1 favi r of the former ?

This is one of the reasons which has induced a good many farmers to pro-

vide themselves With small machines to extract the cream from the milk and

take it to the factory. From this standpoint; they are right, because there is

a great difference between the skim-milk obtained at home quite fresh, morn-

ing and evening, and given to the young animals and that coming from the

factory sour and in bad condition. I have tried the thing myself. Here again

is a defect in our dairy industry occasioned by uncleanly and negligent manu-

facturers to be eradicated as soon as possible.

But in spite of all these more prominent blemishes which I have just

mentioned, there is marked progress everywhere, and what is encouraging to-

lax- is the willingness generally manifested to learn and improve. Another im-

portant point is the confidence there is now where formerly were distrust and

prejudice.

Respecth ely submitted.

J.-L. PAINCHAUD,
Inspector.

Sic. Marie. 16 I )ecember, [91 13

I . th Honorable Adelard Turgeon,

Minister of . Igrictdture,

Province of Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit my fifth annual report as inspector of bucier

and cheese factories. During the season, I visited 140 factories, of winch 78

\ ere cheese- and 62 butter factories.

To several of these factories, I deemed it my duty to make two and even

ihree visits ; my object in this being to ascertain if my instructions had been

followed bj the manufacturers and to assure myself of the good result of my
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advice. I did assure myself that, in certain factories, my instructions were

followed to the letter and the improvements were marked. To others in which

certain makers lacked sufficient knowledge, I was obliged to make a third

visit to put them on the right path and then I obtained satisfaction.

I had to confine myself to a small number of these tests on account ol

the limited time at my command. Still these tests have convinced me that if

v j found everywhere intelligent and willing manufacturers, we would obtain

better results and make a great stride in the path of progress.

In the cheese and butter factories we often see cheese or butter of fairly

fine appearance, which testes well so long as it is fresh, which mav even pass

as good in a competition, but which does not possess keeping qualities. I have

asked myself the cause of this inferiority of the product. After examination,

i think I am not mistaken in saying that at the bottom of all this there is want

of cleanliness somewhere \nd this is how I come to this conclusion. Some

intelligent makers, following our instructions, although we preach the contary,

manage, with milk in bad condition to make a passable article, winch at first

sight may appear good ; however, as the infectious germ always remains, the

article, after a certain time, turns bad. Another reason is thai the lactones are

growing old, that the surroundings are becoming contaminate.!, and that the

interior grows to be impregnated with all these bad ferments. And when warm

weather sets in, the i licrobes develop b) millions and the product cannot but

reel the effei i

This is al o the reason why, in the autumn, when the temperature is

er and there i- less mil robe develi pment, the product is always better
; other

. i ;e I canni it see n hy in summer, w hen the grass is better and the milk in mi ire

favorable condition because i derived from freshly calved cows and consequent

iv capable of giving an article of better aroma and quality, the butter should

r l be at least as g 1 a - 111 the fall.

Then there is the qui > in ol cold toragi Onci I

j

• irticli 'as been

ell made rding to all the rules ol science i for tin making of butter and

cheese is a i 'and i diffii if it were kept in cold storage we would

have a superioi producl rivalling anj similat product of America 01 Europe,

to. to provide cold storage foi a ]
i article is a g I point, but, to mj mint],

the article should first be made g I



The want of water has also contributed this year in certain factories to

turning out a poor product. I have come across certain places where the

manufacturers were obliged to cart water a distance of 4 or 5 miles to supply

it. It can easilv be conceived therefore that, in such cases, the duties of

cleanliness are neglected.

To sum up, we may say that every one should be more interested than at

present, beginning with the proprietor of the factory, in seeing that things

are dune in an orderly way. that the interior and surroundings of the factory

,-ue disinfected at least annually ; that, in the case of combined factories, it is

absolutely necessary, when making butter after making cheese, that the fac-

tory should be disinfected each time that the change is made from cheese to

butter, because the ferments of cheese cling to the sides of the walls and par-

titions and are communicated to the butter which takes a bad taste.

As fur the patrons, they should in general lie more careful than they are.

And the manufacturers should understand that they would render them-

selves more popular by their deeds than by their words, by applying them-

selves more strictly to doing their duty, without seeking to flatter the patrons

by deceiving them or tolerating their neglect and, above all, they should set

them the example of cleanliness.

In concluding my report. I may state that the Government deserves well

,
: tin- public for the encouragement which it has giyen to the dairy industry.

1

1' the eye of the master were not kept on the manufacture of cheese and but-

ter that industry would unfortunately collapse in a short time. But with perse-

verance, I venture to hope that it will succeed in getting our rural population

to comprehend the immense wealth which that industry places at their com-

mand, when conducted according to scientific rules.

'idle whole humbly submitted.

GAB. DESROCHERS.

Inspector of butler & cheese factories.

St. Nicolas, 3 December, '903.
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To the Honorable Adelakd Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honor to submit for your approval the report of my inspection

during the past year.

In the course of the year. I made 173 visits to 155 factories. 76 of cheese.

60 of butter and ig combined.

As the number of factories in nn inspection district is considerable, I

could not make two or three visits to the same factory, except in the case of

absolute necessity and when repeatedly asked to do so. Several visits took

up two days' work, but on the other hand, occasionally, I have inspected se-

veral establishments on the same daw This is very rare, for usually the man-

ufacturer at first calls for the inspector's services only to test the milk : hut

he is not slow to discover that the advice of the latter may lie very useful to

him not only as regards the different operations of manufacture, hut al

regards the general management of Ins factory.

Everyone now understands the imperative necessity of having an inspect-

or
; this is the way every manufacturer, mindful of his duty, and every intel-

ligent farmer anxious to s ri - the dairy industry made a source of real revenue

ti the country, looks at the question.

( )n being called to test the milk. I found 58 more . ir less pp mounced cases

of fraud. As usual. I acted to the best of my knowledge and in the interest

of justice. The culprits having all confessed their offence. 1 either imposed

a line upon them oi warned them everely in accordance with the gravity of

1 ase.

Nearl) everywhere, I noticed an obvious defect in the plant
; it is rare to

''aid a factors- perfectl) equipped. The reason is that, foi testing the milk, the

owners are obliged to u 1 unverified instruments, rel) ing solely on the guaran-

tee of the merchant selling them. I found phials used for testing milk so inac-

curate thai I could percei e theii defects without resorting loan) testing in

Etrument.

1 have even purcha ed two lacto-densimeters with all the guarantees pos

silile and yet I quickly discovered thai thej did nol correspond, there being 1

difference ot legree of densitj between them.
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In my opinion, a law should be passed to forbid any manufacturer from

selling- milk-testing instruments unless duly tested, such as : scales, weights

and measures. The result would be that there would only be in use instru-

ments that would allow the work to he done with all the guarantees possible.

To my mind, this would be the only effective remedy that would enable

the manufacturer to make an accurate test of the milk, to establish the density

and the fatty matter of the article supplied by the patron every week and to

keep a detailed test for the visit of the inspector, who, in his turn, might make

another test of the milk. This process would easily detect the cheats and put an

end to the many cases of fraud which are too often noticed.

I am surprised at the attitude taken by the farmers when they have

to send their milk to the factory. Every farmer wants the factory at his own

<!oor. For this reason he encourages any manufacturer whomsoever, without

troubling his head about whether he knows his trade or not, whether he is real-

ly qualified and lastly, whether he can manage the business with justice, dis-

cernment and economy. The sole basis is the price pr.id by the neighbouring

manufacturer and there is shifting from one factory to the other without

thoroughly taking into account the manner in which tha business is carried on.

W'hv should there not be a law to compel the manufacturer to make regu-

lations like the farmers' clubs or agricultural societies, obliging him to render

a daily account of Ins operations if needful and also prescribing that to become

vendor or secretary, acceptable security must be supplied in accordance with

the amount of money he lias in his possession.

On this principle, no one could I.iecome a manufacturer without having

le< rued his trade ; there would be no opposition without knowing whence the

money comes for such opposition and no money could be any longer kept with-

out the auditors being aware ol I be fact.

In this way. the fanners would get justice and could look intelligently

after their own interest ; rivalries and troubles would disappear and we would

have peace and harmony as in any well organized society. 1 have lectured on

Shis subject iii some places where there were difficulties and. on several occa-

sions, I succeded in preventing fresh opposition from being organized.

i have remarked a fair amount of improvement in the construction ol the

creameries and cold storage, although, in the case of the latter, the tempera
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?r.-.re is still somewhat neglected. But on the other hand, special care is given

to the shipping of the butter : a regular shipment is made every eight days.

1 have rarely met with manufacturers in my district who keep their butter fif-

teen days in the factory. Advantage is taken of the refugerator cars pro-

' ided by the Federal Government mice a week along the whole line.

The dealer insists strongly, and rightly so. mi getting the butter perfect-

ly fresh, in which I approve him. But what hurts the good name <>i our but-

ter is that when the dealers get it. they often store and keep it for two and even

three months in order to make a hetter speculation upon it. It would he bet-

ter to pay less for it and to hasten it~ transfer to the consumers, in order to

continue to enhance the good reputation of the Canadian market instead of

weakening it.

A matter to which I devote the greatesl attention and which nevertheless

1 cannot succeed in improving, is the care of the milk and the cans. Dirty,

badly aired milk is brought to the factories in badly washed cans.

The manufacturer should he competent enough to know the mil:: and l>e

a! le to reject it when it i^ unlit for manufacture. As for the fad tries them-

selves, I have noted a great improvement in the matter of cleanliness and gen-

eral order.

I have also found a very marked improvement in the qualit) of the cheese

.v compared with thai of last autumn. I have not met this year with acid

cheese caused by the use oi had ferment. My advice was certainly followed

or: this head.

I have also observed with pleasure that improvement continues in the

construction of factories and curing rooms. 1 have \isited several again this

year, w Inch had mei iteel the premium.

Such, Sir. are the few remarks I deem n m\ duty to submit for your ap

preciation. I hope the) maj I" ol some use in advancing the dairj industry,

i. which you .10 High to take so deep an interest.

I have the honor to he.

\ "in ill' isl i ibedieill servant.

s. ch \<;\< t\

Inspi

St. I '.ml I.T'.i mite, i 5 I (ecembei . 1903.
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Tc the Honorable A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir.

I have the honor to submit to you my seventh annual report as inspector

of cheese and butter factories.

I began my tour of inspection on the 18th. of May and ended on the 18th.

i i November. I made 185 visits in 115 factories.

The past season was in favor of cheese which brought a high price, I am
sorry to say that I came across several factories that shipped their cheese right

tin to the press in order to get the high prices and save shrinkage.

I would suggest that it were better if there was a way to stop factory men

from shipping cheese so green, as it injures the market for properly cured

cheese.

1 found that cheese was a much better quality this year especially cheese

cure! in the Government's curing rooms ; it has a much finer flavor ; makers

like their curing rooms much better the second season as they understand bet-

ter In iw to run them.

Several of the curing rooms had too much moisture which caused cheese

to mould ; this can be greatly helped by giving more light as many of the

takers keep their curing rooms dark.

The boxes that were used the past season were very poor, but material

was very expensive and the majority of the proprietors of cheese factories used

only the cheapest kind which made a loss to the patrons of about % { per lb.

1 >i cheese.

V 10 poor butter being made from hand separators, there can he far su-

perior butter made from hand separators than from factor} - separators, but the

proprietors are much to blame.

I came across instances where farmers skimmed their milk and only ear-

ned the cream twice a week, going past a factory thai was near them, for some

eason going to one four times the distance ; the consequences were when ar-



249

riving there their cream was thick and sour, it was received without any re-

narks, I asked why they took such cream as that. The reply was. that , iiey

would lose them as they are much nearer other factories.

I do hope that the time will come when the dairy inspectors will have

-nore power to stop these little detects. There are some other detects which

would be useless to mention as they have been brought up before.

The whole respect full} submitted,

C. E. STANDISH,
inspector.

Hatley, December 20th.. [903

To the Honorable Adelard TurgeoNj

Minister of . Igriculture,

I juebec.

vSir,

1 have the honor to submit my fifth annual report as inspector of cheese

factories under the control of your department.

I began my inspections on the i8th. May, and concluded them on the

[8th. November last.

I made 1 (.8 visits to 88 factories. In the case of some, I repeated my
visits three or four tunc--. The manufacturers in these factories again soli

cit, for next year at the comrro it of the cheese-making season, the visit

.'. the inspector under the control of your department

\t the outset •
1 the ea on, the droughl and the scarcity of water in cer

tain parts of the di tri< ed to me were the cause that the aroma of the

chee e was nol up to the mark, although the cheese making was good.

[n a certain numbei ol factories, the qualit) of the cheese was maintained :

the product would have been superior if more attention bad been paid to the

tiring ..1 1

:

1 till I regret to repeal thai 1 had to examine several

cheeses that were past) and ol bad aroma It 1 - hard to convice manul
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duct of the morning milking-. The unreasonable competition between the

factories is an obstacle to the improvement of the quality of the cheese. These

factories receive so small a quantity of milk that they can dispense with an

assistant, when the receipts do not warrant the parties interested in making

the necessary improvements to tnm out a superior article.

At the request of the proprietor or the manufacturer, while overseeing

the reception of the milk. I have often had to test the milk with the hcto-den-

simeter. LJnfortunally I met with some fifteen serious cases of fraud in the

course of the summer. In some instances, these frauds were attributed to

accident ; but, having no babcock, I was unable t .> make a complete test of

the milk.

It is important that every factory should be equipped with the necessary.

instruments for testing the milk. The use of the babcock is important in a

cheese factor}-, where the manufacturer needs it to keep himself informed. By

means of the babcock, he ascertains, in testing- the milk in the vat, the average

of fatty matter, the quantity of rennet needful for the coagulation of the milk

•to the requisite degree within a determinate time, the quantity of salt for salt-

ing the curd, the length of the threads with the hot iron at the drawing off of

the whew The babcock instrument is very rare in my district and manufac-

turers, knowing how to use it. are very few. 1 distribute 1 among the cheese-

makers of my district the bulletin of the Minister of Agriculture. Ottawa.

i" \d\iee to cheese-makers. " Xew series. No <).

I have noted, in the ease of some manufacturers, marked inmprovement in

tthe making and quality of the cheese.

I would draw your attention to a cause of trouble between proprietors

and patrons in several factories for some years past. This trouble ceased on

the luring of more competent manufacturers and on leiving to the manufactu

rcr more liberty to accept or reject improper milk for the manufacture of

rheese.

e The whole humbly submitted.

J. X. A1.1.AR1)

Si. Agapit, November, 1903.
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To the Honorable A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

I have the honor to submit my report as inspector of butter and

cheese factories for tl e season just expired.

My visits of inspection, as I was instructed, were confined to the counties

of Ottawa and Pontiac. I made 155 visits to no factories, ,} of butter, 6 of

butter and cheese and 101 of cheese.

To --<>me of these factories, I went two or three times, according to the re

quests made and to the orders of your department.

At the demand of your department, I also inspected 4 curing rooms for

which the premium had been paid.

The dairy industry has greatly developed within some years in these two

counties of Ottawa and Pontiac and the future seems full of promise owing

especially to the favorable conditions of the region. The pasturages are ex

ceptionally g 1 and water of superior quality abundant, the result being to

mpart to the cheese there made an aroma and a value not met with in the pro

duct of many other localities, where the cows have to endure the great summer

'.eats without shade, exposed to the burning sun and have nothing to drink

bui muddy and often tainted water. What a difference there is between this

."1.(1 the clear, limpid water which fllows from the many sprmgs m these

mountains.

The factories embraced within the territory assigned to me differ slight-

iy from those in other parts of the province. They are located in most cases

j' newly opened settlements and are consequently, with a few exceptions,

small.

Notwithstanding this disadvantage inherent to ever) new undertaking,

these small factories have also in the sale ,,f their output to compete with

the great factories of < >ntario owing to their geographical position. Ii
i

port ant then- too- foi them to neglecl nothing that will enable them to en.. ilaie

then- powerful neighb

The defects most commonlj remarked b) me and winch it is urgent 1
•

correct in ordei to attain the desired end. are the Following ;
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Absence of uniformity in the weight of our cheeses, bad packing, ship-

ment of the cheese too green and a wrong system of sale.

The want of uniformity will tend to disappear more and more owing to

the inspections inaugurated by your department and also through the natural

increase of the herds, especially when care has been taken to discourage by

every possible means, the subdivision of factories, which has been everywhere

so prejudicial. The manufacturers should also make it more carefully a point

to make cheeses of the same weight and as large as possible, that is to say. of a

v. eight of at least 80 lbs. or over, the Ontario factories very seldom putting

am but cheeses of 60 to 70 lbs. on the market.

The packing should also receive particular care. As already remarked,

the cheese should never exceed the size of the mould. For cheeses of 80 to

85 lbs. no boxes should ever be used of less than 12 inches in height and it is

important that they should be made out of elm wood. Soirs trials have been

made of birch, but these boxes have not the resisting power of those made of

elm and they reach the market in a worse state than those made of elm.

I also have regretted to notice that the cheese is often shipped too green.

If is deplorable to say it. but I have visited factories., supplied with good cur-

ing rooms, in which there was no cheese, yet cheese made only on the day or

two days before was being shipped with the other. What advantage has it

been to your department to pay $100 or more to a factory proprietor for the

construction of a curing room in which no cheese is kept ? The manufactur-

ers in a district should agree that none of them should ever ship cheese less

than 12 days old to market.

The unreasonable competition is the cause of this state of things. By

shipping green, the calculation is to avoid the loss of weight and therefore to

realize more than one's neighbor. Bui the neighbor soon perceives what is

1.. 11c and promptly adopts the same expedient. In this way, the reputation

of our cheese is damaged. A cheese boxed up on coming still moist from the

press, almost invariabhj becomes mould)-. Buyers might quickly settle the

question bv notifying the seller that they would only accept well cured cheese

; nd confirm this settlement by deducting '

_| or '
_. cent from the price.

The improper system of sales is a question upon which much might be

said.
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In Ontario, the cheese is sold publicly and by auction on markets or

'boards" established in the manufacturing centres. It is adjudged to the

highest bidder and it is always well understood that it is a first quality article.

If it he afterwards ascertained on examination that the quality is faulty

in any respect, the price is proportionately reduced. The g 1 manufactur-

ci and the good proprietor are therefore sure of obtaining a practical and pal-

pable recognition of their merit.

In the Province of Quebec, the cheese is disposed of for the most part by

the sellers who go for the purpose to Montreal or by direct consignments

to the Montreal exporters.

The seller who serves as intermediary for 40 or 50 factories, insl

classsifying his cheese by lot- according to the value, frequently accepts an a-

verage price and thus, in order nol to displease an) of his patrons, he pays to all

of them the same price, to those who have manufactured an article of Up-

value a- well as to those who have taken the trouble to produce first class

merchandize. Tin- explains why, in visiting a district, we find out of -

tories only to which are perfectly kept, jo which are only middling and _>o

others which leave much to he desired in thai respect.

Yet all have obtained the same price for their cheese. The result is that

if a manufacturer desires to do his dut) and be severe with his patrons in re-

gard to the quality of the milk brought to him and the cleanliness of the elms,

he is soon reproached with not paying as much as hw neighbor who t 1!

the milk brought to him without ever criticizing anyone. This state of things

considerably obstructs progress and places a premium upon negligence.

I have remarked that the same or ncarb the same thing occurs with the

c msignee who adopts about the same methods a- the seller on commission.

There is an understanding betwi gnees to pay an average all

round price foi all the chee e from the same district, no 1 eduction being m 1 le

fot inferioi qualit) chee 1 in order not to discontenl die manufacturers and

li >s(.- their a msignment

Does not the remedj for all this in- in the establishment of " Boards",

Im a, evei 0111 would get hi S| due and where bad, as well as g I,

WOUld be paid 1

Some factorii 1
pecially in the ! istrict and on the 1 ppei

1 1 re and Gatineau lia 1 receive liberal aid from yout department ami ye:
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they have not made the progress that was to be expected. The explanation is

that in these regions the dairy industry is not regarded with the import-

ance that should attach to it owing to the proximity of the lumbering establish-

ments and the difficult communication ; the other farm products sell at wery

inents and the difficult communications ; the other farm products sell at very

tages of dairying.

Still, in my opinion, it should not be thought that these grants from your

(Vpartment have been a useless outlaj or one that has produced little benefit.

!t is a seed which will germinate some day or other and yield all its fruit. The

circumstances will change and this, no doubt, within a new future. The lum-

bering establishments will become more remote, and. with easier communica-

tions and a larger population, prices will rise to the level of the other markets

or the province and then the farmers will turn to the dairy industry and will

bless the foresight of those who shall have established it in their midst and put

them in a position to benefit by it as others benefit elsewhere.

The whole humbly submitted,

I have the honor to be.

Sir,

N i lur ( ibedient servant.

AUG. TRUDEL,
Inspector.

Ste. Genevieve de Batiscan, 6th. December. [903.



REPORT
ON FRUIT-GROWING STATIONS

Honorable Adelard Ti rgeon,

Ministei of . Igricultiirc,

( (uebec.

Sir,

1 have the honor to submit my sixth report <>n the Fruitgrowing Sta-

in ns nf the Province. In [898 the stations of Beauce, Compton, Chicoutimi,

Gaspe, L/Islet and Maskinonge were established. The trees were planted

in May of tin' same year except in Si. Francois, Beauce, where the plantations

were begun in 1899. The term fixed for the experiments expired last spring

and new experimental orchards were planted in the counties selected by you.

'In- station of the count) "i Beauce and thai of the count) of Shefford, es

tablished after the others, as well as thai of the county of L'Islet, are stiil un-

ck'> the control of vour department and send in reports on their operations.

ST \T1< ).\S EST \K1.ISIIKI> l\ [903.

Comty Parish ector

1 laebei lUr§ ^'
'

Etienne Paradis,

Temiscouata N.-D.-du-Lac " Olivier Guenette,

(. harlevoix lalba • " Maurice Lemoine.

Montmon 1

Su\ Famille, I I » \ Gosselin,

(

<

\\ aterloo "
1 1 \ \\ hitcomb,

i m;iw a fers Mi iise Basinet,

Temiscouata i
'1 de \ ei te I T Bertrand,
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By your order dated 27th. October, 1902. the grounds placed at the dis-

postal of the Government in each county were at once inspected and instruc-

tions were given to the new directors with reference to the preparation of the

soil and the planting. The Angers station was not established because Mr.

Bazinet had no suitable ground.

The station at Isle-Verte, under the direction of Mr. Jos. J. Bertrand, re-

places the Angers one for the present.

The trees were planted last May in the six new stations ; well selected

trees of varieties that have successfully stood the climate and whose fruit is

best suited for the market and family use, were handed to the directors. New
promising varieties were added to the assortment, amongst others some pear

trees imported from Belgium by your department which make a good showing

at every station. Several of these pear trees have blossomed ; the "Beu/rre

Durandeau ". " Clapp's Favorite "'. and *' Bori Chretien ", bore large and fine

pears. These pear trees which arrived in Quebec last December, were heeled

in fur the winter by Mr. H. Nagant of the Department of Agriculture.

>

Gardeners were sent to the stations to assist the directors who needed

instructions1
. The establishment of nurseries at every station except at Isle-

\ erte and Notre-Dame-du-Lac. necessitated the services of experienced men

to assure the success of these nurseries which you wish to promote in the Pro-

vince of Quebec and to avoid, as far as possible, having to purchase foreign

trees wherewith our country parts arc flooded to the detriment of our own

nurseries.

Notwithstanding the drought in the spring the new plantations all make

;; giuid showing this autumn. Some losses have been experienced especially

imongsl the cherry trees. The small apple-trees in the nurseries were line

ami vigorous when 1 visited the stations and lead us to hope that, with atten-

tive care, the dirctors will in a few years have some thousands of line good

trees t< 1 distribute.

Already the directors^of the stations of St. Francois, Beauce, (the .Marist

I mihers' College). Compton (at the model farm). Si. Leon (Maskinonge),
1

, ipe (near the I'.asin). have sold and delivered to the farmers around them

hundreds ol the apple-trees obtained from the scions the) received from the IV

paitmcnt of Agriculture. They give purchasers instructions regarding the

planting and cultivation of tin' trees. The directors are doing good work in

promoting fruil grow ing.
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COUNTY OF L'ISLET

Fruit Station, Village des Aulnaies.

The apple, plum, cherry and pear trees blossomed abundantly this year

and led us to hope for more fruit than we gathered. During the month of

May and at the beginning of June four heavy frosts destroyed many blossoms

in the orchards of the county, on the bank of the St. Lawrence, and complete-

ly destroyed the orchards in the interior. In the forests on the mountains

the buds of the maples, bass-wood, mountain ash. birch, beech and hazel trees,

the small fruit such as raspberries and blueberries, were frozen and bore neither

seed nor fruit.

As the squirrels coul 1 find no E 1 in the w oods, they came down i:i thou-

sands into the fields and orchards and did grea1 lamage to the en

The apple trees whose buds did n >i s iffer from the frosl arc
: \ rakan

Red, Duchess, Wealthy, Yello 1 Transparent, Reine des Reinettes, Gallowa)

Pippin, Alexander, Tolman Sweet, English Golden Russet, Roxburj Russet,

Calville and Siberia which yielded an abundant crop here in sheltere

The plum trees thai were sp; ielded a good crop. The Lombard,

Moore's .Arctic and Bradshaw, slightlj ed than in ojoj. bore larger

and liner plums ; the Pond's Seedling, Washington, Grand Duke, Gueii ( Hud

-on River), tmperial Reine Claude and Montmorency (the native white plum)

yielded abundantly. I end you to-day, 3rd, November, samples of Grand

Duke, Gueii and Pond's St •'dim- to enable you to judge oi the g 1 and long

keeping qualitj of these fim varieties which are being tested in all the fruit

stations, besides the othei

Tlr blti l 'an on plum, in spite "t its man) blossoms, produced it^ much

liked fruit only in .1 few privilegi "i the district. Among!

plum trees imported ft >m l ranee b) the Department, those which pro

the most were tin I 1 te, which ripent 1 between the [5th. aid 201

August, the ne Claude, Columbia, Prince Engleberl and Mirabelles.

The abundant 1. Jul) made the plums grow quickl) ; .1 great man) split

and nil. Notwithstanding tl the plum orchards thai were sheltered
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?nd cared for yielded a fairly satisfactory- revenue. The prices realized were

fnun 25 to 45 and even 50 cents a gallon, according to quality and the state

of the market. A great many native white plums that were gathered too green,

-caused the price to fall for a fortnight.

Forty-two varieties of pear trees flourished and bore fruit this year at

the station of Village des Aulnaies. They are strong and fine ; the quantities

of pears with which they were loaded astonished the visitors amongst whom
I may mention Hon. E. P. Leblanc, M. P. P., Mr. Henri Menier, the owner

of Anticosti, and Mr. Macoun, Horticulturist of Ottawa Experimental farm.

Unfortunately, out of the 35 varieties received in May 1901, from Mr.

Charles Baltet, of Troyes, France, ten only brought their fruit to its natural

size before the frost.

Pe trs that ripen in the county of L'Islet :

Clapp's Favorite, July or Summer Doyenne. Claude Blanchet, Foukou-

ba. Summer Osband, Flemish Beauty, Louise Bonne, Beurre Giffard, Bon

Chretien, Madame Eliza, are hardy and early varieties. From the experience

of past years. I firmly believe that these varieties will succeed, east of Quebec,

as
r,
ir as Rimouski. It is worth while to have them tried in various parts of

t! e province by careful men who are Found of making experiments.

If the 2$ other varieties from France described in my report of [902 re-

quire, as 1 fear, seven months of favorable season to bring their fruit to their

natural size, they would be of no use east and noth-east of .Montreal where the

-<• ison of vegetation is too short. Owing to their hardiness it would be worth

trying them in the regions between Huntingdon and Montreal where the sum-

trier is longer than here.

CHERRIES AND SMALL FRUITS

This year the French cherries yielded well, but the cherries were small

and wormy. Nevertheless the Richmond and Montmorency cherries were

very fine and plentiful at L'Islet in the orchard of Hon. Mr. Justice I,. B. Ca-

ron.

The cultivation of gooseberries is spreading in the country parts owing

to the success of the large plantations at St. Nicholas and Cap St. [gnace hav-

ing attracted attention. Farmers prefer the Downing variety which resists

and is very prolific The White Smith, Industry and Crown Bob are

highly esteemed by gardeners in the neighborhood of Montreal who by close
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pruning in the spring, with plenty of manure and thick layers of straw to re-

tain moinsture at the mots, succeed in gathering very large and fine goose-

berries which readily fetch remunerative prices in Montreal.

These four varieties and the Houghton succeed very well at the fruit

stations. Here we made a tine selection of gooseberries for the St. Louis Ex-
hibition in 1904.

The following varieties of currants : Fay's. Cherry. White Grape, Ver-

sailles, Antwerp Red, grow well, hut there is not as much demand for them as

formerly. Gardeners near cities grow enough for the market.

The Cuthbert, Columbian and* Shaffers red raspberriefc, the Golden

Queen ami Orange white raspberries, produce very large and fine fruit, yield

heavy crops and are remune -row. The Red Cutbbert is especially

recommended. It is large and linn enough to he conveyed to a distant mar-

ket ; it keep-- a long time on the retailer's counter ;
owing to this it j... known

in the United States as the " Queen of the Market.
"

It is pleasanl to note that the planting of orchards is increasing 111 all

ike districts of the Province. To the- south, the county of Huntingdon pos-

e-s.-s immensi orchards of export apple-trees. The climate, which is simi-

lar to that of the adjoining State of New York, allows of its growing the

Baldwin, Greening, X. Spj and Cravestein, too delicate to he grown
further east. Mr. Edwards, a farmer of Cove) Hill, exports from [200 to

[500 barrels of apples a year. I lis is one of the orchards I visited. From
Huntingdon to Montreal the apple flourishes everywhere, the Fameuse hold-

ing the place of honor. Some varieties more recently introduced are e

ed because the) do not require spraying with the Bordeau mixture like the

ise. Ai Como the Winter Si. Lawrence, Fameuse -r,u\ Wealthy are

grow n lor e -.p. irtatii in in c; •

At Belceil, count) of Vercheres, the Fameuse, Canada Baldwin, Mackin-
tosh Red are preferred and yield plentifully in the cla) lands sheltered 1>\ the

mountain. Messrs. Huot and Gadbois who alread) own large orchards had

over 5000 apple ted ai the fruit station ,,f Village des Vulnaies in

the wintei ol 3 to enlarge theii orchard.

The couni i noted for its fruit growing. \t Grenville,

Mr. Robert 1
1 unilton has propagated mote than mo varieties of apple trees,

most of them hei Ri in origin 1

- hard) . produce early

and beat e a llenl fruit.
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Like Mr. Fisk of Abbotsford, Mr. Hamilton was the right arm of the

late Chas. Gibb in his experiments. They have continued to multiply and

disseminate the best varieties imported from Russia, to the great advantage

of the eastern and northern regions of the province.

The East and West Farnham fall and winter apples recently came to

Quebec in car loads. They were as fine and as colored as those from Kingston,

Ont., offered for sale, side by side, at the Fruit Exchange and by other fruit

merchants.

New orchards are increasing in the neighborhood of Montreal. The
immense area already covered by orchards in that region is renowned for its

excellent Fameuses. The Pomme Grise and Baldwin, which have become

unproductive, are replaced by the Strawberry and Peach apple which are high-

ly esteemed by Montreal consumers.

Mr. J. A. Decarie consigned a considerable portion of his Fame ;se? ic>

Quebec this year. They were perfect and without spots. Nevertheless he

does not spray his trees with the Bordeau mixture.

Mr. A. Grenier, of St. John street, Quebec, tells me he gets the finest

Wealthy apples from a farmer of Arthabaska who grows lar«'e quantities.

The county of Lotbiniere possesses large and very old orchards started

from seedlings. Amongst the great many new orchards, that of Mr. Pare at

Lotbiniere, covering a large extent, is a model one, containing varieties re-'

commended by the Pomological Society.

In the county of Levis, the number and extent of good orchards is per-

ceptibly increasing. Apple trees and gooseberry bushes have been extensiye-

iy planted at St. Nicholas. At Levis a well cultivated orchard has increased

the value of the College farm.

Beaumont and St. Raphael, in the county of Bellechasse, have orchards

which yield line crops of apples and plums. The late Revd. Mr. Paradis, pa-

rish priest of St. Raphael, planted, in 1S70, a large orchard of fine apple and

plum trees which is still very flourishing.

The county of Montniagny has devoted itself to the cultivation of plums'.

The plum orchards of Cap St. Iguace and its fields of gooseberries have won
it an enviable reputation. Those who have planted and carefully cultivated

apple trees have succeeded in obtaining fine fruit. A bad selection of trees

and of grounds have in many instances led to the loss of young orchards.
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Throughout the Grandville division, from LTslet to Trois Pistoles, there

aie enough apple, plum, cherry and bear trees in full bearing to prove that it

pays to grow them. There is no lack of soil suitable for orchards ; the best

rich sandy soils (potato luld be chosen or again heavy soils that are

net compact and are well drained.

Some small orchards flourish in the valley of the Matapedia : others,

larger and older, on the Baie des Chaleurs, county of I'.<>na venture, produce

very fine apples especially that of Mr. Johnson.

Beauce will become a fruit centre. There are many young orchards oi

very vigorous trees ; sheltered from the sea winds, the trees will last longer

than those which, without natural <>r artificial shelter, are exposed to the violent

storms that rage on the banks oi the St. Lawrence.

The county of Maskinonge, so renowed for the inexhaustible richness .
.

i

its soil, has not devoted to fruit-growing the attention it deserves. Never-

theless 1 have seen some very flourishing small orchards there. Thousands

of fruit trees might he grown on the hillocks of Louiseville. So favorable

a soil and exposure woul 1 soon be taken advantage of in < (ntario for growing

apple-trees. Lei us hope thai the success obtained at the St. Leon fruit sta-

tion will encourage the planting of orchards. Hon. Senator Legris will give

a good example to Louiseville l>\ his on-hard. The Transparent, Duchess,

Wealthy and Golden Russet are the hardiest and most productive of the apple-

trees planted at the St. Leon station. The Quebec Government Has establish-

ed that station for the benefit of the farmers of the county and has tried seve-

ral varieties al its own expense. The orchard owners should profit by the

result of its experiment b) procuring the tried varieties which are superior

ti i the others.

Mr. Hormidas Paquin, of the St. Leon station, wrote me on the 14th.

November 1903 that he had a line crop of all kinds of fruit this year and had

sold aii ti„. apple tre< he had reared. The Department had supplied him with

I'noo scions, and the loss had not exceeded jo per cent. Encouraged by its.

ti 1,, the demand foi trees bj the farmers of the neighborhood, he

will plant some thousand scions next spring. His sod and sub-soil are equal

t, tiK.s,- of till j
|l " m " '
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EXPERIMENTS AND SELECTION OF VARIETIES OF FRUIT TREES IN

SEVERAL COUNTIES OF THE PROVINCE

In my report for last year I gave the list of the best fruits adapted to the

districts of Kamouraska and Montmagny, and which were recommended by

the committee appointed to visit the orchards by the Horticultural Society

of the county of L'Islet.

Since the publication of the report of your department for 1902, many

applications for information coming from various counties have been sent me

by persons desirous of knowing the varieties best suited to their localities.

For their information I would beg you to publish the details and recommen-

dations obtained from the Horticultural Societies of the counties of Mont-

morency. Missisquoi, Brome, Jacques-Cartier and from Dr. Grignon for the

counties of Terrebonne, Labelle, Joliette and Montreal. The disinte-

rested advice given in these memorials and the experiments made in those

counties will be a safe guide to growers in making a judicious choice of va-

rieties which will enable them to avoid the disappointment and loss of money

they would suffer if they planted trees whose fruits would not sell or which

would be too tender for the climate.

The Horticultural Society <>i the Island of Orleans through its zealous

secretary, Mr. Boily, recommends the following varieties which have yielded

fine croj s :

Apples.— Wealthy, Duchess. Fameuse. Astrakan Red. Transparent Yel-

low, Peach, Canada Baldwin, Alexander, Si. Lawrence, Calville, X. W. Green-

ing, lien 1 )avis.

The following varieties promise well, but have not yet borne fruit : Ge-

deon, Shiawassee Beauty, Scott's Winter, Wolf River, Red Betigheinuir,

Haas, Mann. Baxter, Longfield, Pewaukee, Reinette Doree, N. Spy, Salome.

Mcintosh Red, Canada Red, Tolman Sweet, I'.aily Sweet, Stark, 1 1) slop (Si-

bet la t.

Plum trees yielding the best Crops :

Orleans Blue (Damson) Early Yellow, Reine Claude de Montmorency

(the native White plum) Lombard, Imperial. Washington.

Gooseberries recommended : Downing, Industry, Woodward,
Most prolific raspberries : Golden Queen (yellow) Cuthbert, Queen of

tin- Market i red ).
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Favorite strawberry : Wilson.

Strawberries and raspberries have been grown on a large scale on the

island for a tew years. Some farmers get Sioo. and even $300 a year from

them.

Mr. C. A. Smith, secretary of the Lachine Horticultural Society, county

of Jacques-Cartier. writes that the favorite varieties in the orchards of that

county are :

Apples.—Yellow Transparent, Astrakan Red. Montreal Strawberry,

Peach. Duchess, Wealthy. Winter St. Lawrence. Hen Davis. Golden Russet,

Roxbury Russet, Pomme Grise, Pewaukee, X. Spy. Mackintosh Red. Switzer

The Fameuse would still be the best if the farmers would spray their trees re-

gularly to prevent scab.

Pears.—The only profitable varieties are : Flemish Beauty. Fondante des

Hois, Bartlett and Clapp's Favorite.

Plums.— Hut little -row 11. In some orchards we find Yell< I jg, '.rani

Duke. Abundance and Burbank.

Strawberries.—Extensively grown
;
wry profitable; the favorite va-

rieties are Clyde, Lemington, Williams, Brandywine.

Gooseberries. The best varieties are : Downing, Whitesmith and In-

dustry. Their cultivation is limited owing to mildew which doc- great harm

to the bushes.

Currants.— The following varieties are grown on an extensive scale :

Black Champion. Black Naples, Fay's Prolific, North Star. Moore's Ruby and

White Grape.

Raspberries;.—Bui little grown
;

the favorite kinds arc
: Columbian,

London. Cuthbert, Golden Queen, Shai >ssal.

Grapes The best loore's Early, Worden, Concord, D
Vgawam, >iamond and Niagara. Grapes are not-grown as

extensively as the) sin >ul<

Main- plain i' iev\ kinds of fruil have been noticed in the

of Jacques ( irtier, but il is too soon yel to a -certain thi id defects • if

1 hese new variel

Mr. W. M. Mill oi the I h u ticultural
!

of the con the sevei it) of our w inters,

growers cat rieties. Nevertheless it is observed thai

the apple, peat
,

ubled within the ten past years. Thi«>; so
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ciety has greatly contributed to the development of fruit-growing through

i
J
s exhibitions and the distribution of fruit trees, thanks to the encourage-

ment given by the Department of Agriculture of Quebec.

The best paying varieties are :

Summer apples.—Tetofsky, Astrakan Red, Transparent Yellow, all three

hardy and prolific.

Fall and early winter apples.—Peach, Duchess, Strawberry (Foundling)

St. Lawrence, Alexander, Fameuse, Blue Pearman and Wealth}'. All are very

prolific except the Blue Pearman whose fruit is excellent but not abundant.

Winter apples.—Tolman Sweet, Canada Baldwin. Wolf River, Wint St.

Lawrence, Golden Russet. N. Spy. Hardy's Pewaukee, Mackintosh Red, Haas,

Ben Davis, Scott's Winter, Longfiehl. Bethel. Arabka and Baxter. These

are the favorite kinds, having long ago proved their hardiness and fecundity,

\\*th the exception of the N. Spy and Golden Russet which produce only to a

middling degree, but which are highly esteemed through the excellent quality

of their fruit and their keeping qualities.

The varieties that have given little satisfaction after many trials and

which the society cannot recommend are : King (the wood freezes) American

Baldwin, Rhode Island. Greening, American Pippin and Gravestein which are

not suited to our climate.

Pears.—The following varieties are now cultivated with success : Bart-

lett. Clapp's Favorite. Flemish Beauty. St. Michel and Vermont Beauty.

Plums.—The Reine Claude, (Green Gage) Damson, Lombard. Yellow

Egg (Dame Aubert), Moore's Arctic. Canada Egg, Weaver, Bonne Ste. Anne

(a variety of Damson) succeed in some parts of the county and yield excellent

fruit, especially the Bonne Ste. Anne. The plantations are being enlarged

and the plum trees resist the cold as well as the apple trees.

Grapes.—By careful cultivation and pruning, grapes have been gathered

i;i abundance such as : Concord, Champion or Beaconsfield, Delaware and

Meyer.

Gooseberries.—The favorite varieties here are the Downing. Houghton
and Industry.

Currants.—They succeed everywhere and produce abundantly in well till-

ed and well manured gardens. The following varieties are preferred :Cherry,

Fay's Prolific, Moore's Ruby, White Grape and Black Naples.
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Strawberries, Raspberries and Blackberries.—These fruits grow abun-

dantly in the Eastern Townships and a great many varieties are cultivated, all

of which yield equally well.

Turf is recommended in orchards to protect the roots and trees in winter.

No hesitation should be shown in planting the varieties above mentioned

because they have proved their hardiness and fecundity in the county of

Brome.

The Horticultural Society of the county of Missisquoi informs us through

its active secretary. Mr. Westover, of Frelighsburg, that the county of Missis-

quoi is favored with a soil and climate suitable for fruit-£|row|!ng. Appllc!

trees are to be found everywhere and the varieties are even t<»> numerous.

Farmers should plant only four or five of the varieties recognized as most pro-

fitable fur the market and for family use.

Apples.—The following varieties have given satisfaction :Astrakan Red,

Tetofsky, Duchess. Fameuse, Peach, St. Lawrence, Pomme Grise, Golden

Russet, Alexander, Tolman Sweet. Ben Davis. Wealthy. Transparent Yellow,

Calville, Winter White, Wagner. Pewaukee, Wolf River, Scott's Winter.

Foundling and some new Russian varieties.

Pears.—Flemish Beauty, Idaho, Wilder's Early, Vermont Beauty grow

very well here.

Plums.— De Soto, Abundance, Burbank, Moore's Early grow very well.

but produce little. The fruit buds seem verj tender to cold.

Mr. Westover concludes by recommending those who wish t<> have an

apple orchard for the export trade to plant the Fameuse, Ben Davis, Wealthy,

Pewaukee, Tolman Sweet
; for the local market and family use. Yellow

Transparent, Duchess, Alexander, Wolf River, St. Lawrence and Strawberry.

\1 present fruit is retailed in the Eastern Townships, but the time is not far

distanl when it 'will be shipped to other markets. It will be necessarj to have

popular fruits s,
, us i(. o impete with Ontario.

\i Clarence die. Mr. Win. Pattison owns a splendid vineyard produc

ing the finest grapes which ripen thoroughly thanks I" bis careful and intel-

ligent cultivation. The wild and garden raspberries gathered and sold on

tic markets of :~i' \gathe, St. fovite, St. Jerome, St. I.m. Ste Therese and
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Juliette bring in about $6,000.00. The sale of apples is estimated at $8,000.

Mr. Antoine Poirier has during the past five years realized from $100 to $150

per annum from an orchard of 60 apple trees planted at my suggestion.

Dr. Grignon has greatly encouraged the planting of orchards in the re-

gion mentioned. He has purchased thousands of grafts for himself and has

induced farmers' clubs to purchase them. He has raised in a nursery the apple

trees he has had grafted in the Village des Aulnaies to distribute them in his

county. By this means and by his practical lectures he has given a remarka-

ble impetus to fruit-growing, the results whereof are must satisfactory.

bruit-growing in the section comprising the northern portions of the

counties of Terrebonne, Labelle, Montcalm and Joliette.

Dr. W. Grignon writes from Ste. Adele :

I notice with pleasure that during the past few years all the farmers

want to have some apple-trees. For 17 years I have tried every kind and

have come to the conclusion that the only ones to be recommended are :

Summer apples.—Transparent Yellow, Montreal Peach, Duchess, As-

trakan Red.

Fall and Winter apples.—Wealthy, Alexander, Mackintosh Red, Scott's

Winter and Pen Davis. The latter keeps until June.

1 would particularly recommend for our region the Wealthv which will

sell for a long time in this district at three dollars a 1 arrel, so highly is it ap-

preciated and because it resembles the Fameuse which 1 would not recommend

growing here.

There is not a farmer of our northern counties v bo should not have in a

well fenced garden, as an experiment, at least a dozen apple-trees, as follows :

1 Wealthy 1 Alexander

1 Transparent Yellow 1 Sc itt's Winter

1 Montreal I 'each 2 Men Davis

1 I hichess 1 Siberian

I know of only one fruit that is shipped and it comes chiefly from the

north of the county of Terrebonne. It is the wild strawberry, some of which

is sent to Montreal and the remainder to Boston and New York.
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The following ten parishes viz : St. Jerome, Ste. Adele, Ste. Margue-

rite St Hypolvte, St. Faustin. St. Fovite, St. Sauveur and Ste. Sophie alone

ship wild strawberries to the value of forty and even fifty thousand dollars.

BEST VARIETIES FOR THE COUNTY of STANSTEAD AND

ADJACENT COUNTIES BY AN EXPERIENCED FRUIT-

GROWER OI-' BEEBE PLAIN

Ben Davis : one of our best trade apples.

Wealthy : is the best for productiveness, sells readily.

Golden Russel : yields a limited quantitj yearly
;
sells readily.

Fameuse : always finds customers : no danger of planting too many.

Wolf River : very fine looking ;
sells readily.

Scott's Winter : good family apple ;
keep, until May.

Pewaukee : one of the best. 1 was undecided between tins variety and

the Bethel.

Bethel : excellent Inn weak producer and bears late.

[rish Peach :g 1 onlj for the local market, too tender for packing and

export The Wmter Arabk; ' borne fruil I. rif enough to allow ol

our judging of their selling qualities. We consider that ,. has a future in tins

pr< ivince.

The cult. vat,.,, of orchard is increasing in the Eastern townships es

pecialb in the counties of Brome and Compton. We find the French

dians more progressive in thi 1
their English-speaking fell

We are more advanced "^ ,1 '"' the P*°9h
'"' Vermont.

pmms : bul little cultivated in Vermont near Beebe Plain.

Favorite varietie :
Damson, (Shrop hire), Gueii, Bradshaw, Lombard,

[mpei ial Gage.

BEEBE PLAIN, November, 1903

We see bj the alio e n ports coming from sui es that the

Lrdie i appl, 1
'

' tin mo l profitable in all the counties mentioned are :



i Transparent Yellow 6 Mackintosh Red
2 Duchess

7 Ben Davis
3 Wealthy 8 Scott's Winter
4 AIexander

9 Astrakan Red
5 Montreal Peach Apple IO Fameuse

The first three are very hardy, very vigorous and very prolific, ever]
where even m Gaspe

; there is no risk in planting- them from one end of th
province to the other in good apple-tree soil.

For a near market the Transparent Yellow, of ivory color, large fin
and good can he recommended. It ripens at the end of August and sells well
The Duchess, large and streaked with red on light green, is ripe enough fo
sale at the end of September and keeps longer than the Transparent \ ellow
it has been successfully exported to England.The Wealthy, a very fine an,
good apple, streaked with red and frequently all red. keeps until March I
sells readily in Quebec and Montreal and fetches remunerative prices I,
England ,t was thought well of last year. A hundred boxes of assorte,
apples were shipped to Glasgow from the Ottawa Exuerimental Farm on th
3rd. October i9o2 .

Mr. Mckinnon, chief of the fruit division, Commissioner-
Branch, Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, who was in Gas,,,,, when th
apples arrived and who examined the fruit, reports that the Wealth v were th
finest and sold best (6s. od, a case, and all he saw were in perfect'conditior
Macmahon also arrived in good order, but did not seem to inspire the sam
confidence ,„ buyers, probably because they did not know them

; the price wa
4S. Qd. The Patten's Greening- were in perfect condition, looked very attract
-'• and sold tor

5 s. a case. Fameuse sold for 6s. Viewed commercially th
^.pment had only one fault, namely : that there were too few apples in th
cases.

Thhe cases contained a quarter of a barrel and at 6s. <)d. each this is equi
valenl to $6.70 a barrel.

Deducting all charge, the Wealthy fetched 52JX cents more per case ai

Glasgow than on the Ottawa market, or $2.10 per barrel. The apples wen
consigned to Mr. Thomas Russell, commission merchant, of Glasgow.
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This experiment should encourage the growing of the Wealth}' fur ex-

)ort.

The entire territory of the Province of Quebec is favorable to the growth

h apple trees. The Primus Americana grows at Hudson's Bay.

The apple tree grows and produces wherever it has been planted in the

Province of Quebec.

The entire territory would suit it since the northern boundary of the Pn

vince is at 55 of latitude while in Europe the limit of the zone of the apple-

tree is Sweden and in Russia 66 of latitude.

The Russian varieties and the Wealthy which conic- from the North

Western States resist the cold and and produce fine fruit.

Before long we shall know the result of the experiments you have au-

thorized to be made on the Labrador coast at the request of Monseigneur

Bi >sse.

While the Iron-clad apple-tree alone resists in the east and north, the

trees most sensitive to cold flourish in the southern pari of the province from

Hutingdon to Chateauguay and Montreal. Thai section of the Province

produces hundreds of thousands of barrels and is the portant fruit-

growing centre.

The Province of Quebec can therefore produce all the apples required for

home consumption and g 1 apples for export. Then- is no doubt of it :

the climate is favorable and there 1- no lack of suitable soil for the apple tree

such as mellow and soft soils, soils made up of various elements. It flourish-

es 111 alluvial lands when sand is mixed with silica or clay and in soils with

granitic base as well as in soils where «peatj loam corrects the aciditj oi the

mestone. Moderate dampm • favorable to it with a porous or permeable

oil.

The Canadian plum (Pruntts Americana), a red plum, grows ever)

v here in the province : il is found in abundance on the shores oi Lake Keno-

s.-;-iiii. Saguenay and as fai a I tud ion Baj I
Mi< h

More sensitive tn the cold than the apple, the European plum resists and

Produces al Rii imiski. Its v\ 1 is ha h to stand the cold at i,h;e

Station.

From Rimouski upwards, the plum grows perfectlj on both sides of the

Si Lawrence ami on the islands Montreal. Mam orchards have
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been destroyed during the past 25 years by the Black Knot as well as through

the roots being frost-killed in the winter of 1896-97. Similar accidents hap

pen in all countries. In 1892. Florida, a semitropical country, lost its orangj

groves through frost, replanted them and now has nearly as many oranges as

ii irmerly.

After two centuries of experiments, our ancestors proved the hardiness

and fecundity of the Damson, Reine Claude of Montmorency and Early Yel

low plums. Why should we give up growing them now ?

Generous efforts should be made to renew the large and small plum or-

chards that still existed only a few years ago in the comities of Richelieu,

Hochelaga, Yerchl.es, Cliateauguay, Montmorency, Charlevoix. Bellechasse,

Montmagny, etc. Every farmer then owned some plum and French cherry

fees, on whose abundant fruit the old and young members of the family re-

galed themselves : the surplus went to the town markets which are at present

supplied by < hnario. New Jersey and California.

The farmers who did not allow themselves to be discouraged by the

checks above mentioned and who. on the contrary, replanted their orchards

and look good c ire of them, are already deriving a good profit from them.

It would be wrong to not take
x
advantage of the advantages offered i»y

the Quebec Department of Agriculture in connection with the development

1

1" fruit-growing. It sustains by menus of liberal grants, horticultural and

agricultural societies, farmers' clubs, polomogical societies, fruit stations and.

nurseries, the Journal of Agriculture and agricultural schools. Everybody

can obtain horticultural instruction from those fruitful sources of information

and example.

I have the honor to he,

Y< .111 i ibedient servant

A I G, DC I 'I 'IS,

Director of Fruit Slat

i

jus.
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COUNTY OF MONTMORENCY FRUIT STATION

Ste. Famille, Island of Orleans. 6th. October 1903.

Hon. Adeeard Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir.

I have tin.- honor to submit the fust report on the fruit stai

county of Montmorency of whi e appointed me direcl

We planted the tree between the lotli. ami 12th. May last as Eollcvs :

20 pear trees from Belgium.

From tlie Village des ^.ul

37 ilium. 47 apple, <> cherry trees, 35 gooseberry, 17 currant bushes.

li and 4 appic trees from F
1 mi (if all the trees v e planted w e l< >s1 :

3 plum trees : 2 Imp 1 Pond's Seedling.

3 May I Juke cherry 1

1 Royal apple tree 1

The pear n. irre Durandeau pear tree

nut and so did a Washington plum tn 1 Richmond cherry trees

bi ire several cherries.

We also planted tooo grafts thai • m Mr. Dupuis. Notwith-

standing my slight experience 1 if this Kind of cultivate in, the latter have gri iwn

very well ; some are 3 feet h

Last spring's drought compelled us to water all these trees and to cover

moisture. This emailed much labor, bul I

ird us in the future.

I am convinced thai this station will have the effect of reviving orchards

• u the Island <>1 ' ' ill the orchards in existence previous to the

black knol diseasi 1
remains in Sir. Famille : that of the Rev. I.. J.

ion, our parish priest, owing to his intell if his trees. I U had the

er So bushels of fine plums 1,. marfcel this year. His

Washington and Lombard plum ti purchased in the \ illage des \ul

naies ; the) are • and produce abundantly,
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I think it would be very advantageous for the farmers of the Island of

Orleans to procure good acclimatized trees and that each one should plant a

good orchard so as to be able to provide a considerable portion of the fruit

which the city of Quebec buys elsewhere.

Hoping that these few remarks will suffice for my first report.

I have the honor to be.

Your obedient servant,

F.-XAVIER GOSSELIX.

NOTRE DAME DU LAC FRUIT STATION

Hon. A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

1 have the honor to submit my report on the fruit trees I have planted on

my property at your request, namely :

25 Belgian. 5 Russian. 5 American pear trees.

25 Assorted apple-trees.

25 Cherry trees.

56 Plum trees.

6 Dozen assorted currant trees.

100 Grafts of plum trees.

50 Raspberry bushes.

Several of the plum trees required a great deal of care owing to the

drought : several of the currant bushes withered and will have to be replaced.

The other trees have succeded very well. Most of these trees are easily ac-

climatized which is a great advantage.

Yours very trulv,

O. GUERETTE

St. Leon, 29th. July 1003.

Augusts I >upuis Esq.,

/ 'Mage ites Aulnaies.

1 tear Sir,

I have received pour letter which has given me much pleasure. You

ask me news of the trees I have planted. 1 have not lost many trees this
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spring ; the others are all fine and nearly all are bearing fruit. Hie trees

the nursery are fine ; I have thinned them out. I have sold 200 to the farm-

ers of the neighborhood.

The hay crop is an average and the grain a middling one

Yours truly,

HORMIDA3 I'Mjl.'IX.

You ask me to send you some apples for the St. Louis Exhibition. There

was a high wind on Sunday and about five bushels of apples fell, but the others

are rather fine. Let me know when you would like to have some and 1 will

ret them for v< iu.

cr. Leon, 14th. November 1903.

I have gathered a large quantity of fruit of all kinds. The apple-trees

in the nursery we're very fine. I have not enough to meet the demand. I am
g( rry that 1 have none for the new stations. What price do yon ask for 2000

g' afts deliverable in the spring.

HO&Mf.'AS PAQCIN.

IN
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ISLE-VERTE FRUIT STATION

Augusts Dupuis Esq.,

Director of Fruit Stations,

St. Roch—Village des Aulnaies, P. Q.

Sii,

I beg to submit my annual report on the fruit station established by th>

Government at Isle-Verte in the month of May 1993.

Isle Verte, the chef-lieu of the county of Temiscouata and certainly witl

the exception of Trois Pistoles, the largest parish of the county as regard:

agricultural population, has entirely neglected the cultivation of fruit trees

although it can be carried on with advantage and profit to those who take it up

if one may judge by the few isolated attempts that have been begun, but no

continued. In the first place it is necessary to teach the people how to grow

and to take care of the trees and choose the varieties best suited to the locali-

ty. The people here are not slow in advancing in the path of progress espe

ciallv when it leads to tangible benefits. More than one has already askei

me for information and has told me that he intended to plant fruit trees. ( ln<

of them is to write to you and ask you for some fifty young trees this autumn

There is only one orchard of any importance at Isle-Verte ; it belongs t<

Mrs. Charles Bertrand, a widow, and was planted about 60 years ago. Tin

trees were obtained from Col. Fraser of St. Jean Port Joli, and consisted

Damson plums and some apple trees which yielded as much fruit as at St

Jean.

Some ten years ago I planted to the cast of my house on the top of a hi!

ten apple, three crab-apple, four plum, about ten cherry trees, several currant

bushes and other small plants. \11 have succeeded very well and are load©

with fruit, ui spite of want of care owing to my being obliged to shut up m\

house and leave Isle Verte shortly afterwards and of the complete absence oi

protection at thai place against the north and north-west winds. At present

we lose much fruit which is thrown down by the wind before it can ripen.

1 had frequently observed in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces that

every farmer had an orchard and asked myself win the same should not be
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done throughout the Quebec region. Some persons said that we had no sum-

mer in the counties on the Lower St. Lawrence and could not think of having

our fruit ripen. I knew the contrary from experience and resolved to make

fresh experiments as soon as I should have an opportunity. In the spring of

190.2 I resumed possession of my property at Isle Verte and the first thing I

did was to order from your nursery, which I had frequently cited as an ex-

ample, a hundred trees as follows :

5 Summer apple trees

5 Autumn apple trees

38 Winter apple trees

2 Crab-apple trees

40 Plum trees :

CO Chens' trees

Transparent Yellow
;

Duchess
;

(1 Scott's Winter,— i_> Wealthy ;

5 Golden Russet,— 2 Wolf River
;

5 Longfield,— 3 Hen Davis ;

3 Maiden Blush,— 2 Ontario
;

2 Gueii,— 5 Shipper's Pride,— 3 Goutte d'Or,

—

5 Brackshaw,— 4 Bonne Ste. Anne.— 5 Koine

Claude,— 5 Moore's Arctic,— 5 Lombard,

—

5 Washington ;

Montmorency,

And half a dozen pear trees.

This time 1 decided to plant the trees to the wesl of the house on a hil-

lock ai the fool of which flows the river Verte and which 1- v\ led to the

Summil with spruce, aspen and poplar tree bj mj father. Those

trees afford complete protection from th 1. north and north-

inds and especi; m the west, whjle there is nothing to impede

the sun's rays on the south from sun rise to 5 or 6 o'clock in the afternoon,

1 hen (Jie tall poplars on tin tunmil I* fin. to throw a shadow in summer. The

m,i! is sandy but cool and thoroughly h ined ; where 1 had ad. led black loam

.

; ; ] timothj gre< > •

•> a man. \ll the trees took with the

hem trees

u |,,,|, 1 thin] .

lnced when I planted them. All the ethers

•are very strong and ' ml -

Our enterpn er, Mr. Na| ivllom 1 sp< ike about

it lasl spring, said to

ft In im it ha no

veliaie and
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rious places ; the present Minister takes great interest in them and wants to

establish nurseries of fruit trees wherever there are none.
"

I said :
" Then, in that case, if the Government will accept what I have

already clone as the beginning of a fruit station and will help me to develop it,

we will have nothing to envy our neighbors in a few years. " Mr. Dion as-

sured me he would attend to it at once and I applied for 125 trees' as follows :

49 apple trees : 2 Wealthy,—2 Salome,— 1 Scott's Winter,—2 Ben
Davis.— 1 Gideon,— 1 Maiden's Blush,—4 Russet.—

]

2 Longfield,—3 Mcintosh.—2 Pewaukee,—3 Trans-

parent,— 3 Tetofsky.— 3 Duchess,— 3 Fameuse,

—

3 St-Laurent,— 3 Alexandra, — 3 Strawberry, —
3 Peach.

36 plum trees : 5 Bradshaw,— 3 Grand Duke,— 3 Goutte d'Or,— 4
Fund's Seedling.— 3 Gueii,— 2 Shipper's Pride,

—

2 Washington.—2 Smith's Orleans,—2 Yellow Egg,

2 Niagara,—2 Moore's Arctic,—3 German Brown,

—

3 General Hand
;

20 Pear trees : 2 Bartlett.—4 Clapp's Favorite,—4 Keiffer's,—

4

Duchess,—2 Doyenne d'ete,—2 Petite-Marguerite,

—

1 Wilder's Early,— 1 F. Beauty ;

10 Cherry trees : 1 Windsor,—5 May Duke,—4 Montmorency ;

50 Gooseberry bushes : 20 Downing,—20 Houghton.— 10 Industry ;

70 Raspberry bushes : 25 Cutbbert,—25 Golden Queen,— 15 Colum-
bian,—5 Gault (black) ;

10 Crab-apple trees : 3 Ayslop,—4 Transcendent,—3 Whitney.

As I was not certain whether I should be be at home to see to the plant-

ing and as 1 also awaited a decision from the Quebec Government. I applied

for the trees nearly two weeks later than last year. I was wrong because I

think it is letter to plant as early as possible, especially as my land is ready

rt'most as soon as the snow which covers it with uniform thickness has disap-

peared, because the frost never penetrates the soil at that spot.

My trees planted this year are not so quite so vigorous as those planted

last year. Many were too far advanced and the leaves were partly formed.
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Hardly were the trees planted when we had such cold nights that the leaves

were frozen and fell off. Then we had a drought that compelled us to water

the trees. This series of disadvantageous circumstances did harm to the trees

especially to those that had to put forth fresh buds to replace the fallen leaves.

Nevertheless only eleven trees died, namely :

4 Plum trees : 1 Bradshaw,—3 Grand Duke ;

3 Apple trees ;
1 Strawberry,

—

2 Canada Red ;

4 Cherry trees 1 Montmorency,—2 May Duke :

4 Gooseberry bushes : 1 Industry.

I have read the report of Hon. Mr. Turgeon, Minister of Agraiculture,

with much interest and 1 note his recommendation to establish nurseries of

fruit trees wherever there are none in order to teach the farmers the proper

way to rear the trees and so that people may procure in this province trees

that are now imported so extensively from abroad and that will be required

in so much larger quantities when people will have learned to appreciate an

orchard. The pnaiseworthj efforts of the Honorable Minister are already

highly valued and will be productive of excellent results in the near future, by

changing the present state of affairs.

There is nothing like acclimatizing the young shoots to the climatic con-

ditions under which they are to grow and to bear fruit. Those that come to

us from Onario and elsewhere never succeed as well as those we obtain from

grafts cultivated in the district. For mj part I am prepared tq receive from

the Department of Agriculture grafts of apple trees in the spring to establish

a nurerv, provided the Department will give me instructions h»w to prepare

ll e Si »il, to plant and care fi >T the I

I think experiments should be made regarding trees for ornament and

pn itectii hi.

It would be advisable to ascertain what would be the best system to adopt

i ir fences i ir hedges.

I have not tune .it the momenl to make a plan of the ground for you. b it

I will be able to send you one with my next report. I send some photographs

of a portion of the orchard and of the buildings.

I have the honor to be,

N 1 iin obedient servant.

I
TI-'.Tl BERTR W'h.

[sle \ ei te, I > ti 'bet
. [903
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CHARLEVOIX EXPERIMENTAL FRUIT STATION

Murray Bay, 24th. September 1903.

Hon. A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honor to submit my annual report on our fruit station.

The piece of land chosen by Mr. August? Dupuis for the plantation is

dry and rocky and sheltered from high winds. After preparing it by a good
ploughing we opened a trench for each row of trees and filled it in with loam

and manure.

The transplanting was done in the months of May and June last and the

foot of each tree was covered with straw or chips to intercept the sun's rays.

Notwithstanding the drought in May and June the trees have grown
well ; very few have died with the exception of the cherry trees, only one half

of which resisted the drought. This may be attributed to the fact that the

trees had blossomed too long before they were put in the earth.

Some blossoms came out on the dwarf pears from Belgium ; they are

very vigorous.

The grafts are now two feet high. I grew vegetables between the rows

of trees. Judging from the present appearance of the plantation I have hopes

that it will succeed especially as I am determined to carry out all the instruc-

tions given me by Mr. Dupuis regarding the care to lie given.

Mr. Dupuis sent me 20 plum and 40 apple trees and by the advice of Mr.

Angers, M. P., and of Mr. Dupuis himself, I distributed them amongst some
of my neighbors who transplanted them carefully and who are so pleased at

seeing them growing strong and vigorous that they have decided to increase

the number. Their example has already had the effect of inducing other

farmers of the locality to transplant some next year.

I have the honor to he,

Yi mr obedient servant,

MAURICE LEMOINK.
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COUNTY OF QUEBEC FRUIT STATION

Charlesbourg, 20th. October 1903.

Jon. A. Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

sir,

I have the honor to submit the first report on the fruit station yon were

)leased to establish on my property at the request of Mr. Delage, member for

Lhe county of Quebec. The trees supplied by the Department of Agriculture

uid obtained from Belgium, Beebe Plain and the Village des Aulnaies were

)lanted in May last.

Some were killed by the drought in spite of watering ; the cherry trees

nd raspberry bushes suffered more than the rest.

I received from the Department of Agriculture, through Mr. Nagant, 20

dwarf pear trees from Belgium, all of which took well and are very hue ; 6

ilpssomed and 2 bore fruit. One tree, a Bon Chretien William, bore 6 pers,

and another 4, one of which was exhibited at the County of Quebec exhibi-

tion.

I received from Mr. A. Verreault, of the Village des Aulnaies. 24 pear.

45 apple, 44 plum trees ; 1 200 apple tie grafts ; also a pump for spraj ing trees.

Out of these I lost only 1 plum tree. 1 Washington, 1 Moore's \rctic,

3 Fatge. 3 Pond's Seedling, 2 Niagara.

I received from Beebe Plain t<) plum. 24 apple, 3 apricol trees, 3 g

vines, 50 raspberry, 25 currant, j^ gooseberry, -'5 black berry bushes, 3 horse

chestnuts, 3 cut leaf birche . 3 Norway maples. 3 Carolina poplars, 3 lindens.

20 cherry trees.

Of this lot 6 yellow egg plum trees were missing, which the director

should (daiin from Mr. Miller of Beebe Plain.

Oul of these trei Most 1 Montmorency, 1 Richmond plum \^<-*
; 1

Ru-

bicon, 2 Bethel, 1 \.rabl 1. ! Derbj Seels No Furth< ees
; 43 raspberry,

Ij blackberry bushes
; 5 Bradshaw, .) Peine Claude, 1 Lombard plum trees.

Some of these mdition.

I also lost grafts in the nu 00 apple trees. The grafts have giv-

en fine plant - three fei I

As yi hi will obscrvi I have nol losl .1 single apple-tree from the Village

des Aulnaies, ni ir a ieai tree from Belgium.
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On the whole plantation I lost 55 trees in all. But we must take into

account the temperature of last year when everything perished through want
of water. It is not surprising that some young plants should have died be*

cause smne of my one and two year old trees withered. I watered the foot of

my trees and plants for six weeks, three times a week. In my old orchard, I

gathered 300 bushels of apples, mostly Duchess, Wealthy and Transparent

Yellow. The varieties that grew best here are the Wealthy. Duchess, Fameuse,

Transparent Yellow, Canada Baldwin, Red Astrakan, Ben Davis^ Strawberry,

St. Laurent, Wolf River and Longfield.

I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant.

ETIENNE PARADES., jun.

COUNTY OF BEAUCE FRUIT STATION

St. -Francois Beauce, 18th. February i<n>|.

Augusts Dupuis Esq.,

Director of fruit Stations,

Village des Aulnaies, P.O.

Sir,

I have the honor to submit the report on the fruit station of the Marist

Brothers at St. Francois, Beauce.

As a rule the trees have not suffered from the frost ; they have grown

well and some apple trees have borne splendid fruit. Unfortunately 7 apple

trees died in the spring. I attribute this to a too hasty growth the previous

year : the wood was too young and could not resist the late frosts. Tin- va-

rieties thai suffered most were : Ben Mavis (3) ; White Astrakan I 2 ) . St.

i.. iiMin 1
1 1 and Wealthy ( 2 ).

The pear trees (Clapp's Favorite) were exceptionally vigorous in the

spring and were covered with blossoms, but the frosts at the end of \l.u w re



28

1

particularly fatal to them. Since then they have simply languished. The
Flemish Beauty pear trees resist the cold hotter owing to their nol bei

vigorous as the others.

The plum trees had also blossomed well and most of them shared the

fate of the pear trees. We were compelled to cut the heads of several and

nearly all grew again on the trunk. The two varieties that suffered most were

the Prince of Wales and Glass Seedling.

The currant bushes of all kinds, as well as the gooseberry and raspberry

bushes, yielded fine and abundant crops. 1 estimate the yield of gooseberries

at 60 gallons.

The vine bore fine clusters, which were billed by the last frosts in May.
The apple trees in the nursery are very tine. Nearly 2< given

I'j' in next spring to the people of St. Francis, St. Hyacinthe and Iberville,

The small apple trees grafts placed in the nursery last spring took well in

spite of the drought. I should also mention the pear trees from Belgium

which, without exception", have grown fine stems
; some even had blossoms.

Of the cherry and plum trees transplanted in [903, six perished . the

i'', hers are verv vigorous.

Nearly all the small acacias planted around the orchard lasl spring suf-

fered from the drought.

I think 1 am justified in saying that, had it nol been for the May frosts,

nearly all the trees planted three and four years ago would have yielded a line

cr< >|>.

Still, the appearance of the orchard is very encouraging. The soil is

well worked and well manured.

I ha\ e the h( Ml' »r t< 1 he.

Your obedienl servant,

Brother M. BEATRIX.
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VETERINARY SCHOOL

MONTREAL SCHOOL OF COMPARATIVE MEDICINE AND

VETERINARY SURGERY AFFILIATED TO LAVAL

UNIVERSITY

REPORT OF THE 17th. YEAR (1902-1903)

Montreal, 24th. August, 1903.

To the Hnorable Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

I have the honor to submit the 17th. report of the Montreal School of

Comparative Medicine and Veterinary Surgery affiliated to. Laval University.

The lectures began on the 5th. October last and finished at the end of

March 1903.

22 students were enrolled as follows :

IRST. VI'AK

J. Campeau, Rigaud ;
G. Dujanlin, Montreal : G. Mayotte, Rigaud ;

Omer Laroche, Montreal ; C. Frechette, St-Fphrem d'Upton ; F. Fortiiij

Waterloo.

_>M). vi: \K

I. I''.. Lemieux, St-Francpis, Beauce ; C. Derome, Ste-Clotilde ; J. C. G.

Drolet, Portneuf
; J. P. A. Houde, St-Celestin

; J. A. Houde, Nicolet : Math.

Jacques, St-Jean Deschaillons
; Ed. Durocher, Cote des Neiges.
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3RD. YEAR

P. Dubois, Ste-Agathe de Lotbiniere ; J. C. Reid, Chateauguay : A.

Rousseau, St-Nicolas de Levis
; J. A. Ratte. St-Flavien de Lotbiniere

; J. F.

Charlebois, Vaudreuil ; A. Frechette, St-Ephrem d'Upton ; J. B. Telmosse,

Maniwaki
; J. Mauffette, He Perrot ; J. R. Seguin, Rigaud.

They all followed the lectures very assiduously and passed good exami-

nations at the end of both terms.

Each professor has sent me a report of his work, stating that the stu-

dents have done well, also that they have studied better than in previous years.

I myself had already observed this. It is likewise easy to see that the more

the lectures become interesting the more do the students acquire taste for them

and manifest the desire to make themselves comp<

The subjects taught are the following

Primary :
— Chemistry. — Comparative Physiology. — Exterior of the

Horse. — General Pathology.

Final: — Materia Medica and Therapeutics. — Interna] and External

Pathology. — Operative Surgery. — Practical Obsetrics. — Bacterii ill »gy.
—

Medical Clinics on the patient. — Descriptive and Practical Anatomy. — Ve-

terinary Hygiene. — Contagious diseases of animals.

The Christmas examinitions, both oral and written, were brilliant.

During both terms aboul 35 operations were performed bj the students

on living subjects and the third yeai tudenl 1 obtained the note very g(

They devote particular attention to this branch and operate very skillfully.

During the session the) treated in the infirmary over 450 subjects viz :

402 horses, 13 dogs 2 cows and 4 cats ; also several fowl. Apart from this

work, thej accompany the head oi the infirmary when he attends at the partu

I'lion of animals or dresses their sores either within or withoul the city. Thus

the session of 1902-03 most fully employed and quite a suce<

The numbei oi tudents has increased in the past three years Judging

|,v the applications I have received we shall have a good contingenl of new

Students this year again.

D01 tm !

'
I '"'" lis, I. C, Reid, A. Rous

J. A. K'atie. r. F. Ch J. R. Seguin, V Frechette, C E Derome.
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Bachelors of Veterinary Medicine :—J. E. Lemieux. J. P. A. Howie, J.

A. Houde, M. Jacques, E. Durocher, ami J. Mauffette.

Some of the 2nd. and 3rd. year students were not successful in the exami-

nations at the end of the year, but, under the rules of the school, they can pre-

sent themselves again in the month of October next.

The Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the School for the year

1902-
1 903 is as follows :

Receipts

Government grant $ 2,000.00

Students' fees 40.00

Balance from 1902 7.93

Total $ 2,047.93

Expenditure.

Paid to Le Journal . . $ 15.00

Paid Mr. Gatien, examiner 2.00

Trip to Quebec and expenses of the management -^-75

Paid La Patrie 47-40

I 'aid examiners, 1903 10.00

Dinners to Examiners, Professors and Assessors 13.55

Purchase of horses for operations and dissection 25.50

$ 142.20

$ 2047.93

142.20

Remainder $ 1^05.73

Paid Professors 1903.40

Balance on hand $ 2.3J
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Before concluding this report, I am happy to inform you that this year's

examinations were more satisfactory than the previous ones. They took

place in the presence of two examiners representing your Department ( Drs.

Vignault of Three Rivers and Gatien of St. Hyacinthe) and of two assessors

appointed by the Board of Veterinary Surgeons of the Province of Quebec

(Drs. G. Boyer of Rigaud and Mr. Piche of Montreal). These two latter

were astonished at the answer:-, given by the candidates for admission to prac-

tice to the difficult questions put them by the professors. The School is hap-

py to have attained its end : the training of veterinary surgeons capable of

being of use to farmers and stock-breeders when their services are required

for sick animals. This result is due to the practical education we give and we

hope that, with a little assistance from you and some subscriptions from perons

who take special interest in our schools, we shall soon succeed in procuring

what is essentially necessary for modern instruction : a laboratory wherein

professors and students may devote themselves to experimental study which

renders such services at the present day, both to human and veterinary medi-

cine.

Trusting that the above remarks will be well received by you. the Laval

Veterinary School venture-, to hope that, following the example of your pre-

decessors, you will grant it the little it will ask later on.

I have the honor to be.

Sir

Yi mr mi isl i ibedienl servant

Y. T. DAUBIGNY,

Director & Secretary.
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OFFICIAL LABORATORY OF THE PRO-
VINCE OF QUEBEC

Hon. Adelard Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec. •

Sir,

I have the honor to submit my report on the operations of the Official

Laboratory for the year 1903-04.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. L. TOURCHOT.
Director.

During the greater part of the year 1903-04. owing to the laboratory not being

organized on a sufficient footing for all the analyses I was asked to make, I

devoted myself to verifying the instruments and test solutions used in dairy-

ing.— (beginning of the verification bureau).

( )ur neighbors in the State of New York passe ! an act, on the [9th. April

[oi n. amending the agricultural laws governing tests for determinig the pro-

portii m oi fatt} substances in milk.

These regulations apply to cheese factories and creameries (chap. 544).

They e lact that no person maj supply any cheese factories or creameries

with milk with which water lias been mixed, or unclean, impure or unwhole-

some milk, or adulterated by an admixture of impure or skim-milk, except

skim-milk for factories making skim-milk cheese.

Tins acl clearl) defines the manner in which tests for fats are to be made
:

in the Bal 1 test, phials u^-<\ are to be verified by the director of the expe-

ntal statu m al Geneva ; no bottle is to be delivered to manufacturers nor

be n ed l>\ them vvithoul being examined and duly marked,
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The acid used in the Babcock test by manufacturers must be examined

from time to time by qualified chemists in the employ of the Commissionner

of Agriculture ; if not of sufficient strength its use is forbidden.

Chapter 559 enacts the penalties for infringement of the regulations con-

cerning tests and the quality of the milk taken to the factories.

Every person infringing such regulations is liable to a fine of not less

than $25.00 nor mure than $100.00 for eacli offence.

Any person who takes or causes to be taken to a creamery or cheese fac-

tory owned or operated by a co-operative association, any milk with which

vater has been mixed, unclean, impure, unwholesome milk or adulte

with impure or partly skimmed-milk, must pay to the State of New York a

sum of $50.00 for the first and Si 50.00 for any subsequent offence.

One half this sum is paid into the hands of the State treasurer, one fourth

into those of the county treasurer and the remaining fourth to the treasurer of

the CO-Operative association in the same manner as the other receipts.

When the infringemenl consists in making or producing a prohibited ar-

ticle, every day or pan of a 'lay 1 m which such making or ],,, iducing is finished

or continued 1- con, 1,1, -red as constituting so many infringements of the regu-

lation.

When the infringemenl consists in the sale, offering tor sale or tin

change of any prohibit' or substance, the sale of every packa

ingemenl ami every daj or pan of a d '1 such

articles or substam furnished, fo
1 1 titiites a separate

infringemenl ; and the act of supplying or pi pplied constitutes

.1 ever pi

Whosoever, In himsell or with an) other person, infrin

provisions of articles _• >\ .', of the Agriculture Act. is

1

-

1
nor more than nol less than one nor

more than six month oi merelj a line and imprisonment for the firsl and six



It would be very desirable to have similar laws and regulations adopted

in tbis province both as regards the Babcock tests and the materials for the

same, the instruments and test solutions used in dairying and the milk supplied

to the factories.

If instruments and measures be used it is evidently to assist makers and not

to mislead them. This end cannot be attained without verification. In many

instances the instruments, being incorrect, do harm instead of serving as a

guide.

The necessity of organizing a verification bureau had long been felt ; in-

spectors and makers called for instruments on which they could rely in doing

their work.

Everything had to be provided for : the instruments found incorrect

when checked might be sold over and over again and be brought many times

for verification. I therefore deemed it advisable to mark the word " correct

"

or indicate the correction to be made in case of instruments that could be used

with my signature as guarantee ; and all the defective instruments rejected

were marked R. with my signature. These marks are engraved on the glass

and cannot be effaced.

Various apparatus are likewise used in butter and cheese factories to

show the makers the acidity of the milk they are to use ; in practice it is neces-

sary to obtain alkaline solutions of a given strength and strictly corrected.

Here again constant verification is needed ; for what would be the use

of employing accurate instruments if the solutions filling them are not equally

so ? It was therefore absolutely necessary that the instruments and solu-

tions should be accurate.

I therefore had to verify, to make these solutions strictly accurate so 1

that everything might be uniform and work properly. This has been well re-

ceived by the trade and by the public. Two firms in St. Hyacinthe that sup-

ply dairy instruments and materials have had their instruments and solutions

verified by me and sell only what I accept and mark.

It may therefore be said that at present the verification bureau exists, that

it is recognized, accepted and solicited by the trade and by the public. This

is a first step I have gained.

During the year j(>2 instruments were tested ; the details are given in

the t" Mowing table :
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APPARATUS TESTED

Accurate Rejected Total

Lactodensimeters 63 74 137
Thermometers 45 155 200
Pipettes 22 4 j(>

Burettes 6 o 8
Acid measures (eprouvettes) 6 2 8

Babcock phials (whole milk) 157 102 229
Babcock phials (skim milk) 57 69 126

Grand Total 356 406 762

I should observe that, at the outset, a great many Babcock phials for

skim-milk had to be rejected ; at present the percentage is barely one fourth,

while at the beginning it was about three fourths. This improvement is ma-
nifestly due to the wholesome influence of verifical

The combined lacto-densimeters (thai is with thermometers) are seldom
found to be accurate

;
when the lacto-densimeter is right the thermome-

ter is wrong and vice-versa. Moreover if one part be broken the Other is no
longer of any use.

As to thermometers they are, as a rule, very defective. Of the kind sold

at 25 cents for two, it is ran- to find more than two or three acceptable out of

a lot of three or four dozen. In this case the saying that the cheapest is often

the dearest is a true one.

It would lie better to use good instruments, tested ami guarantee!, which
would probably cost o 1 each

During seven months I prepared more than 40 gallons of the alkaline so-

lution for neutralizing. This allowed of uniformity of working in most >f

ll.e factories, besides what was used in the school.

A good man) manufacture! are not yet in the habit of using the acidi-

metei and tested alkaline solutions, which is to In- regretted. Several, how

ever, procured the nee< ar) instruments hist season and others will do so

next spring,

I have no doubt that in the near future ever) intelligent maker, and every

in ti »ry wishing to do well will 11 trumentt and solutions.

>9
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I devoted a portion of my time to finding out how black swamp earth

could he utilized and I made several trials and experiments. The conclusion I

have arrived at is that it is a pity to leave these deposits unused.

A remunerative use might be made of them : 1.—As I have demonstrat-

ed, by using this damp turf, containing from 40 to 60 percent of water, in mak-

ing lighting and heating gas, the cost of winch would not be more than from

7 to 100 cents per 100 cubic feet, provided that the peat-bog be not far away ;

2.—By making masses of various shapes and volumes or agglomerated,

for fuel as an auxiliary to wood
;

3.—By making manure, taking advantage of the property possessed by

that earth of absorbing smells and liquids more or less, according to quality :

bv using it as litter in stables and even in country houses, to the benefit of hy-

giene, in portable closets which can fit anywhere in any space in houses ( Mr.

T. Macfarlane's system)
;

4.—By turning these lands to account by means of a rational and proper

use of chemical fertilizers.

This black earth is an incomplete soil deficient in nearly all the mineral

substances necessary for vegetation and indispensable for the proper growth

of cereals, vegetables and plants generally.

By supplying it with what it needs, it can profitably be transformed into

firsl class soil. Ten acres of black soil can be worked as easily as one acre of

heavy soil.

These swam]) lands, consisting almost of entirely of humus and conse-

quently rich in nitrogen, possess a value that cannot be overlooked, as nitro-

gen is the most expensive element in chemical fertilizers.

By gradually removing these peat deposits, future treasures are destroyed.

1 endeavored to demonstrate these things to the farmers, not by words,

but by deeds, which carry more weight.

On a tract of 22 arpentS seeled on the 20th, and 22nd. June loi'o, with

oats, in St. Dominique swamp, after the grain sprouted, 1 marked off live lots

,
I the same ize taken at haphazard in the field. The area of each lot was

aboul one fifth of an arpenl ; they were the property of Messrs. I'. Guilbert

\d. Mongeaud.

These live squares were surrounded on all sides by the oats of the field
;

a in. mill afterwards the experimental lots formed blots on the remainder of

The fertilizer was scattered broadcast on the 11th. July [903, 10 or _>o
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days after the seeding. Four weeks afterwards these squares could easily be

distinguished from the remainder of the field and this was easily noticed until

the crop was harvested.

Plot No 1, without any fertilizer, was the test plot : the oats were stunt-

ed, the stalks thin and did not bunch. The vegetation itself showed there

was something lacking.

Plot No 2, with nitrate (150 lbs to the arpent) made no better showing

than No 1 ; the difference was that the oats of this plot had more leaves than

in No 1, but did not rise to any height. This is easily explained. The black

earth is already rich in nitrogen, of which it contains from 2.25 to 2.60 per

cent ; it is very rich even in comparison with the other elements that arc al-

most entirely lacking.

By adding nitrate, the proportion of nitrogen i- exaggerated still more

without increasing that of the other habitual constituents of every cultivable

soil. Experience has confirmed these previsions ami theory is in perfect accord

with practice.

Plot No 3, with sulphate of potassium and acid phosphate of lime in the

proportion of 150 ll>s of the former and 5011 [bs of the latter to the arpent.

This plot yielded very remarkable results. The oats were very thick not he-

cause there were more plants, hut because each plant stooled, the ear robust,

the grain thick and well filled, with few leaves on the straw. This plot present-

ed a line appearance in striking contrast with the two former and with the re-

mainder of the field.

The vegetation on this lot lasted longer than that on the No 1 and even

on Xo 2 ; this is explained by the fact that the vegetation on No 1 was arrest-

ed through lack of nutritive elements, while on lot Xo _ the nutritive elements

had been added in sufficient quantit) and the vegetatii 'ii was 1 i as on

the other. As to Xo 2 the objeel of the experiment was merelj to show by

cultivation that nitrate wa n A needed for that soil, thai it was rather inju-

rious than useful and. m an) case, that the expenditure m nitrate was super-

fluous.

No 4, with sulphat< ol potash 150 lbs, acid phosphate 500 lbs nitrate 1
50

lb to the acre. It is 1
I thai in tin-- reporl the word sulphate means

sulphate of potash
;
pho phate 01 acid phospl phosp'hate of lime

rphosphate ; nitrate means nitrate ..f soda. This lot also presented a

almost like Xo 3. The oats were a little tallet and the

straw more leafy. The effect of the nitrate made itself felt as in the 1

Xo . whicll h that the nitrate make- the oat. grow lank.
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If one had to grow oats or fodder the presence of nitrate in these soils

might be an advantage ; but as grain is needed above all, the expenditure of

nitrate would not be compensated by the surplus crop obtained. For this

kind of soil, a mixture of sulphate of potash and of phosphate would produce

the best crop, considering the expenditure of chemical fertilizers (sulphate and

phosphate).

I propose to continue these experiments next season in order to check

them by those of this year, with plots at least double the size ; making only

3 :No 1 without fertilizer ; No 2 with phosphate and sulphate of potash ; Xo
3 with phosphate, sulphate and silicious lime.

Lime and silica are most completely lacking in the black soil of St. Do-
minique. As these two substances are factors in all vegetable soils, they

should be added or at least tried.

Last season was a very bad one for experiments owing to late frosts, ex-

cessive drought and other irregularities.

A similar series of experiments were made with barley on the same farm

:

the soil was seeded and divided after the grain sprouted ; the fertilizers were

applied in the same order and proportions and the results were the same as

with the oats.

Nevertheless, barley, like buckwheat, seems to do better than oats in black

swamp soil without manure.

I also experimented with various kinds of vegetables and grain, the de-

tails whereof are given in the following table.

Sown on the 25th. June 1903, in rows, sprouted on the 3rd. July. fer-

tilizer added on the 14th. July.

Celeriac
;

White onions
;

Carrots, three varieties
;

White radishes
;

Red radishes
;

Black radishes
;

Leeks, two kinds
;

Celery
;

Table beets
;

White turnips
;

Long parsnips ;

Beans ;

Peas, two sweet varieties
;

Mangolds
;
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Rape
;

Japanese barnyard millet
;

Sown broadcast on this same date :

Poppies
;

Canary seed
;

Sown broadcast on the 3rd. July ; fertilizer added on the 14th. Jul}' :

German millet ;

Hungarian and Pearl millet
;

\\ hite mustard ;

Hemp
;

The l«it on which these experiments were made was divided into three

longitudinal strips of the same width.

No 1.— Strip without fertilizer.

No 2.— 100 lbs of suphate of potash, and 240 lbs. of phosphate to the

acre.

No 3.— 100 lbs. of suphate of potash, 240 lbs. of phosphate and 125 lbs.

of nitrate of si >da to the acre.

For the 60 rows, various vegetables, rape and Japanese millet.

In plot No 1. without fertilizer, onl) rape, carrots, poppies, hemp

white mustard grew ; the other produced merely a stunted ami pitiful vegeta-

tion compared w ith No 2 and 3.

{Between the vegetation of X" 2 and that of X" 3 the difference is no1 per-

ceptible and tin- use of the nitrate of soda dies nol seem determined. This

difference does certainlj represent the value of the nitrate used. Is the

slight difference between th e plots reallj due to the nitrogen of thi

to the mineral soda pari of the same nitrate of

I [ere again with barley, :is with oats, it 1- demonstrated thai nitrate can-

not be usefully and economically employed for this black soil of St. Domini-

que.

The combined use of sulphate of potash and soda gave excellent results

and the mixtun 1
rity with the various vegetables leeks.

I„, ts, turnips, rape, J
tc. The addition of the nitrate

1 d only a difl heighl of the pi

fudging by th [mad ecimens of this soil which I

had previouslj obi was amplj sufficient ; whai

j t | :ir |, was |, phoric acid (phosphate), lime, silica
; in a word

.-•11 the mineral
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As regards all that was sown late, on the 3rd. July : German millet, Hun-
grian millet, Japanese millet, (Pearl) white mustard, hemp, the mixture of

sulphate and phosphate also showed itself superior.

The nitrate applied 11 or 12 days after seeding does not seem favorable

to white mustard ; the plot without chemical fertilizer had the thickest growth.

The salts of the chemical fertilizers, applied under the above conditions,

that is a few days after the plants appeared above the ground, would thus

cause white mustard to partly disappear as they do in the case of wild mustard

and other weeds.

Soils fertilized solely with chemical fertilizers are almost entirely free

from weeds ; the contrary is the case for those where fresh barnyard manure
is exclusively used.

The nitrate seemed to have caused the hemp to partly disappear. It is su-

perfluous to add anything more ; it is sufficiently demonstrated that the addi-

tion of nitrate is not necessary in such soils.

I would call special attention to the fact which results from these experi-

ments without the slightest doubt, viz : that white mustard, hemp, and rape can

be grown in the black swamp soil of St. Dominique without the addition of

any fertilizer ; but they grow much more vigorously when sulphate of potash

and phosphate are added, as stated above.

These four plants : white mustard, hemp, poppies and rape are plants

with oleaginous seeds which may contain from 20 to 32 per cent of available

oil ; our farmers might grow them in their black swamp soils where they grow
well enough without the addition of anything.

White mustard in flower makes excellent honey almost equal to that of

clover ; the seeds are an excellent winter food for fowl, make them lay well

and keep their plumage in fine condition. The leaves of this mustard when
fed green to milch-cows increase the proportion of fatty matters in milk.

Some nations are so well aware of this that they call it the butter plant.

'flic flowers of rape are also eagerly sought by bees and the honey they

make from them is of very good quality like that from colza. The value of

rape as fodder is well known.

We must go to neighboring countries for all kinds of oil and a conside-

rable amount of our money is sent abroad for them. Why not keep that
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money at home and use the oleaginous seeds for the benefit of the country ?

Maw, or poppy, grows very well in Canada and its seeds supply the fin-

est table oil, after olive-oil, of course. It must be admitted that, in too many
instances, the imported olive-oil sold under that name is nothing but a mixture

of olive and poppy oil and sometimes even only the later colored yellow. It

is the white oil of European commerce.

This applies only to the best olive oil sold at a high price ; the common,

cheap kind is made of cotton seed and comes from the United States.

I have undertaken these these various experiments with a view of deter-

mining the most favorable moment for applying chemical fertilizers.

In all cases where fertilizer contained nitrate, it seemed injurious when

applied at seeding time on black soil as well as on loam. It was otherwise

with sulphate of potash and phosphate.

When applied m or \2 days after seeding and afterwards only 4 or 5

days from the time the plants appeared above ground, the nitrate fertilizer

was again hurtful, as a rule ; the plants were too young and t< >< • tender and

the nitrate seemed to hurt them.

The mixture 'if phosphate and sulphate, applied under the same condi-

tions, seemed t" slightly exhaust the young plants.

When applied jo or jj days after seeding that is [2 days after the plants

showed above ground, die nitrate did nut produce the had effect above stated.

The mixture of phosphate and sulphate did nut exhaust the young plants

that were sufficiently "Id and hard to stand the chemical fertilizers.

These various experiments show that in the ease of Mack swam]) earth

1 time for applying the chemical fertilizer would he about fifteen days

after the plants show above ground.

This series of e periments should he repeated during the season [904 to

confirm the results already obtained, 'fins year, as I have alread} observed,

ivas 1 cceptionally dry and irregular : the drought may have entered as a fact-

or and affected the results of I ments.

Befon concluding the first part o\ mj report for the present year, I must

mention nations 1 was called upon to make in connection with

animal of causes unknown to the farmers or vcteiuiaiv surgeons.

I looked foi the bacteri; tained in the blood of those animals and I

found in two 1 es that the disease u.i- symptomatic anthrax, due li> the ba-

cillus ..I ( liauveau.
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Most of the animals (bovidw) , which die from unknown causes, succumb

to the attacks of symptomatic anthrax ; in many cases the veterinary surgeon

who is called in cannot pronounce surely without the blood, bile and organs

being examined to find, beyond a doubt, the bacillus of Chauveau.

Frequently the internal organs are but slightly changed and the appear-

ance of the blood has not altered much. This renders the veterinary sur-

geon's examination difficult.

Although the Federal Department of Agriculture has a complete sani-

tary branch with a staff whose duty it is to watch contagious disease in live

stock, I considered, under the circumstances, that it was my duty to go beyond

the limits of my attributions because the cases were exceedingly urgent, in

order to assist and guide the veterinary surgeons in the diagnosis of the di-

sease.

Symptomatic anthrax which probably resembles septicemia rather than

true anthrax, is due to the bacillus anthracis ; it is an exceedingly contagious

disease and rather frequent in our stables and pastures.

The dangerous and contagious nature of the disease it due to the resist-

ance of the spores to- age and to cold. They have been noted after 10 and

15 years and over, even when exposed to the cold of winter ; thes'e spores had

retained their vitality and awaited only a favorable moment to find a medium
in which they might develop.

Thus, last autumn, in a pasture on a road leading to St. Dominique, 2

large heifers that were stabled in the afternoon died in the evening ; the only

symptom noticeable was that one was slightly lame when she left the pasture.

The owner sent for me. I proceeded to the spot, examined the cattle
;

I then recommended that the veterinary surgeon be sent for, which was done.

I then went to the pasture where I found another large heifer lying

down with a dim eye and dejected look ; I told the owner of the pasture to tell

the owner of the animal to come and get it at once. He did so the same

evening and the animal was not considered to be ill.

Next morning the voting cow was dead
;
the veterinary surgeons brought

some of the blood in which 1 found, beyond a doubt, the Chauveau bacillus of

symptomatic anthrax. As additional precaution J had recourse to coloring

water following the method of the grain.

On my recommendation and that of the veterinary surgeons the animal

was cremated. As I have already observed, the spores of this anthrax resist
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the destroying action of time and cold ; it is necessary to have recourse to heat,

which at a temperature of over 212 F. destroys the germs of that disease.

The first two heifers alluded to died of the same disease ; they were giv

en to a swine breeder according to the very objectionable custom that prevails.

The far-spreading effects of the contagion may be imagined.

Such cases call for an effective and immediate remedy to prevent the

spread of contagion because there is no time for correspondence with the Fe-

deral Department.

I am convinced that it is my duty and within the scope of my powers to

intervene when requested to do so in the interest of the public welfare.

I also sought for the bacteria of tuberculosis "1 meats sold to

and suspected of being unwholesome and of coming from .animals attacked

by that disease. I am happy to say thai I could not find the bacillus of tuber-

culosis in such meats or in the blood;

One sample came from an animal belonging to Mr. Henry Seguin of St.

Theodore d'Acton who himself sent it to me.

Several complaints, more or less founded, were made to me by farmers

with respect to seeds that were too old, which had nol sprouted and 1

quently had caused them damage. I resolved, as 1 wrote to the secrel

the Department, to organize a branch of the provincial laboratory for
•

seeds.

I am happy to say that the advantage of this has been appreciated by

private enterprise, just as the testing of intruments has
|

\ linn of this town has decided to have all seeds it is to sell 11.

tested. This is a good move which will benefit everybody and it is 1

cond point I have gained.

The following table gives the results of 1

I
analyses of milk made in the

past years :



TABLE SHOWING THE RESULTS

Name of the person

who supplied the

milk

Address Date of reception

Acidity

in

degrees

Density

at

t 60- F.

Tots

J. 0. Mercier

J. O Messier ,

Vitalis Boucher..

Vitalis Boucher..

Chambly-Basin,,

Chambly-Basin.

Chambly-Basin.

Chambly-Basin.

A. Forget& Partenais....

Chagnon

Chagnon

Dairy School
of St Hyacinthe..

M. E. Bourdeau...

Chagnon

.

Chagnon

.

Plante....

Chagnon

Chagnon

Plante. ...

S.Anne des Plaines

Co. Terrebonne

St-Hyacinthe

St-Hyaeinthe

coming from
Montreal

20 October 1903..

22 October 1903..

16 November 1903.

25 November 1903.

19 December 1903..

23 Febuary 1904..

26 Febuary 1904..

St-Hyacinthe..

St-Hyacinthe..

St-Hyacinthe..

St-Hyacinthe..

St-Hyacinthe..

St-Hyacinthe.

26 Febuary 1904.

28 Febuary 1904...

3 March 1904...

7 March 1904...

7 March 1904...

8 March 1904...

10 March 1904...

22

19

11

17 J

17

17

1.035

1.036

1019

1.035

1.015}

1.025

1.027.9

1.031.4

1.035.8

1,034.1

1.025.4

1.0

1.035

1.029.5

1.258

12 71

S.58

13.46

6.24

10.55

11.55

11.75

13.36

13.97

12.15

12.84
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OF 14 ANALYSES OF MILK

Fat
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The pure milk sent by Mr. Vitalis Boucher was as follows :

Water (natural proportion) 86.54

Fat 4.91

Caseine, lactose and soluble salts 8.55

The adulterated factory milk sent by Mr. Vitalis Boucher was as foM
lows :

Pure milk 62. 50

Water added 37-50

100.00

The milk from the St. Hyacinthe Dairy School tested at the request ofi

Mr. E. Bourbeau, which milk came from Montreal, was as follows :

Water (natural proportion) 88.25

Fat „ 3.43

Caseine 3.09

Lactose and other soluble salts 5.23

100.00

The milk sent by Messrs A. Forget and Partenais, greatly adulterated,

was as follows :

Pure milk 48.00

Water added 52.00

100.00

The milk furnished by Mr. Plante, waranted to be pure, was as follows :j

Water (natural proportion) 87.16

Fat 4-i6

Caseine 375
Lactose and other salts 4.93

100.00
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VARIOUS ANALYSES

17th. October 1903.

Butter ; Air. D. Gervais, State Vale.

Water 9.79
Fat 86.91

Caseine 50
Salts 2.80

100.00

7th. November, 1903.

Lime from Mr. Dhervillez of Calais, sent by Mr. Jonas of Montreal.

Nitrogen, stated to be _' per cent. Nitrogen found 0.57 per cent.

A certain number of qualitative analyses of various substances and mi-

nerals were made at the laboratory, as well as tests regarding the germina-

tion of seeds.

It was ascertained thai from 15 to 40 per cent of seeds could germinate.

I recommended that these seeds be not used in am case.

The earl v frosts of the late season had probabl) affected the seeds before

they could mature.

A. L. TOURCHOT.
16th. March [904.
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COUNCIL OF ARTS AND MANUFACTURES OF THE

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

ANNUAL REPORT FOR I9O2-I9O3

Hon. Adelard Turgeon,

Minister of Agriculture,

Quebec.

Sir,

We have the honor to submit the following report on the operations of

the various schools connected with the Council for the year 1902-1903.

During the year we opened nine schools in various parts of the Province,

Schools

Montreal

Quebec

Levis

Valleyfield ....
Hull

Sherbroojce ....

St-1 [yacinthe . .

.

Three Rivers . . .

Fraserville ...

Number Number Pupils Average

of
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We again tried to get the Sorel school in operation, but without success.

The municipal authorities seem to take little interest in these schools. Xeverthe-

es the Council of Arts and Manufactures is very anxious to establish one on

xccount of the Federal Government workshops situated there from which a

arge number of pupils might be obtained. It is therefore of opinion that be-

fore taking any steps it would be better to wait until the town applies to the

Board of Arts.

You wil find further on the report of the Fraserville school which was

inaugurated during the course of the school year.

Our yearly grant has been increased from $13,000 to $15,000 which has

enabled us to open new classes in several schools and to keep them open long

er than in previous years.

The schools of Sherbrooke, St-Hyacinthe, Hull, Quebec and Levis were

visited by the President and some members of the Council.

Most of the schools held exhibitions of the work done during the sea-

son and specimens were collected and sent to Montreal for the yearl) exhibi-

tion in the Monument National which opens the class of free-hand drawing.

A public meeting takes place in connection with this exhibition at which prizes

will be given to the must deserving pupils of the .Montreal school.

These yearly exhibitions show tin- public the object of the institution and

what the Government is doing to improve the positK.n of mechanics by giv-

ing them free instruction in drawing and industrial arts.

We give details respecting each of these schools, further on.

MONTREAL SCHOOL
1

We received an application for the establishment of .1 curse of me»

moil drawing in the easl end of the town. We had no room in the central

fchool, bill we 1 >pened the • lass nevertheless through the kindness of the Cana

Ban Pacific Compam who gave 11 tin nmodation. The 1

followed by a great many pupils.

In consekuence of the greal increase in the number of pupils wh

the 1 1 and hoc in .1 la w< tie nicd il 1 I
ible to e tablish an-

other class in the same branch.

The number of pupil* lias been iin to such an extent i.>i some
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years that many of those who applied for enrolment were unable to attend

for a portion of the time owing to want of room and it is certainly time that

we should be provided with more extensive quarters. We should especially

call the attention of the Government to this point, for until we have larger

rooms we shall have no other remedy than to have the classes in the daytime.

We have no doubt that they will be assiduously attended.

We hope that these representations which we make to the Government

from time to time will be taken into serious consideration.

QUEBEC SCHOOL

New classes in electricity, printing and decorative painting were opened

and were fairly well followed.

An exhibition was held in the early part of May and was visited by a

great many citizens.

LEVIS SCHOOL

A class of decorative painting was opened and was fairly well followed.

On the occasion of the opening of this school, a public exhibition was

held ;
prizes, medals, books and other rewards were distributed to the most

successful pupils of the previous year. Leading citizens of the town were

good enough to hand the prizes to the pupils.

VALLEYFIELD SCHOOL

Although the number of pupils has not increased, the school has done

good work and the local committee who had charge of it last year was good

enough to take charge again last winter and to visit the classes frequently.
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HULL SCHOOL

A great many persons asked us to open a class in freehand drawing for

women and we granted their request.

As we had no representative of the Council in Hull a committee con-

sisting of the mayor and councillors had charge of the school. Judging by

their reports, the}- visited it frequently. The classes are held in comfortable

rooms supplied by the city free of charge.

St-HYACINTHE SCHOOL

At the end of the course an exhibition of the pupils' work was held and

prizes were given to the most deserving. Mr. S. Casavant. a member of i' e

Council who resides in St. 1 [yacinthe, took a great deal of trouble in connection

with the installation of the school which was transferred to a larger building

placed at the disposal of the Council by the county council. We are in a posi-

tion to say that such installation is perfectly satisfactory for the present class-

es.

The building, heatfng ami light were given to the Council free of charge.

THREE RIVERS SCHOOL

At the end of tin- school vcar an exhibition of the pupils' drawings was

held and prizes were distributed which were given by the bishop of ihi

b) tin- town and by some of the citizens. Mr. C. W. Rocheleau, the

member of the Council for that division, took great interest in the classes and

it iii.-i \ be said thai remarkable progress was made
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FRASERVILLE SCHOOL

Owing, in a great measure, to the efforts of the member for the county,

Mr. Napoleon Dion, a school was opened in Fraserville in January 1903 and

lessons in mechanical and architectural drawing were given to a good num-

ber of young men and mechanics.

As the Council is not represented in Fraserville, »the town organized a

local committee the president whereof Mr. J. E. Pouliot, assisted by the other

members of the committee, contributed greatly to the opening and putting in

operation of the classes.

The town supplied the rooms, heating and light free of charge.

As a rule, the value of the results obtained by the teachings in our schools

is' acknowledge and a great many of our former pupils now hold important

positions not only in Canada but also in the United States thanks to the les-

sons they received in the Arts schools.

On the whole, it may be said that the Council of Arts and Manufactures

is doing a good work by giving the working classes and all who have a taste

for the arts, the theoretical and practical instruction they need to improve

their position in the world.

You will see, below, the various branches taught in the Arts schools, as

well as the number of pupils and their average attendance. This statement

is very satisfactory compared with last year.
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF PUPILS AND
THE AVERAGE ATTENDANCE IN THE VARIOUS

SCHOOLS FOR 1902-03

MONTREAL SCHOOL

Opened 13th. October 1902 ; closed 3rd. April 1903.

Classes Number of pupils Average attend.

1902-03 1901-02 1903-02 1901-02

Mechanical drawing ( Mon. Nat.) ....

Freehand drawing, junior 122 150 63 87
Freehand drawing, senior 92 41 55 28

Architectural drawing 85 60 58 36
Making and painting signs 37 17 16 6

Modelling 51 44 30 23
Lithography 29 18 19 12

Mechanical drawing (Mon. Nat.) .... 78 63 37 38
Mechanical drawing ( l't. St. C.) .... 35 33 27 25
Mechanical drawing (East end) 35 — 20 —
Making hoot and shoe patterns 17 14 9 10

Making boot and shoe patterns 17 — 9 —
Joiner work 37 23 16 12

Plumbing and hot-water fixtures 47 41 36 7,2,

Cutting and making clothes 205 254 142 209
Solfeggio 178 177 97 99

1065 939 634 618

QUEBEC Sfi 1 001.

I Ipened 20th. < >ctober [902 ;
closed 3rd. April 1903.

Classes Number of pupils Average attend.

1902-03 1901-02 1903-02 [901-02-

Freehand drawing 58 56 29 27
Architectural drawing 27 32 11 11

Modelling 23 14 m 7
Mechanical drawing 15 12 8 7

Joiner work 39 32 [9 i<>

Plumbing I" 14 to

Electricity 48 — 30 —
Decorative painting [9 8 8 —

graphy 15 — 1 1
—

28 1 196 1. 1

1

78
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LEVIS SCHOOL

Opened ioth. October ; closed 30th. March 1903.

Classes Xumber of pupils Average attend.

1902-03 1901-02 1903-02 1901-02-

Freehand drawing, irst. year 49 25 34 18

Freehand drawing, 2nd. year 70 53 41 31

Freehand drawing, senior 32 19 17 10

Modelling 34 28 17 10

Architecture 52 53 26 22

Mechanical drawing and lecture 52 108 22 44
Geometry 52 54 23 21

Decorative painting 14 — 10 —

355 341 190 156

VALLEYFIFLD SCHOOL

Opened 13th. October 1902 ; closed 3rd. April 1903.

Classes Number of pupils Average attend.

1902-03 1901-02 1903-02 1901-02-

Architecture 22 25 18 26

Mechanical drawing 20 32 17 21

42 57 35 47

. 11 f I.I. SCHOOL

Opened 3rd. November [902 ; closed 24th, March [903

Classes Xumber of pupils Average attend.

[9O2-O3 [9OI-O2 [903 112 Mini 02-

Freehand drawing 55 (new course) 23 —
Architectural drawing 51 i'i -5 -'-

I
Ml, |(, |S
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SHERBROOKE SCHOOL

Opened 3rd. November 1902 ; closed 6th. April 1903

Classes Number of pupils Average attend.

1902-03 1901-02 1903-02 1901-02-

Architectural drawing 17 26 8 13

Mechanical drawing 54 59 ^t, 40
Freehand drawing (not open) — 23 — ir

71 108 41 64

ST. HYACIN'TIIE SCHOOL
I

Opened 3rd. November 1902 ; closed 18th. March 1903

Classes Number of pupils Average attend.

1902-03 1901-02 1903-02 1901-02-

Architectural drawing 22 22 17 14

Mechanical drawing 21 17 14 14

Cutting and making clothes 108 (new course) 63 —

[46 39 94 28

THREE RIVERS SCHOOL

Opened 25th. November [902 ; closed 15th. April 1903.

Classes Number of pupils Vverage attend.

[9O2-O3 I9OI-O2 I903-OJ njui 02-

1111I and linear drawing 86 62 32 28

PRASERVILLE SCHOOL

Opened [4th. January [902 ; closed trst. \pril [903

Classes Number of pupils Average attend.

[902-03 [901-1 >_• [903 1 12 [901

Architectural drawing [9 (new school) 7 —
Mechanical drawing 43 — iN

62 25

Tin x, G \i Tiiii-.k

ridcnt.

S. SYI.\ ESTRE,
clary.
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